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AAA Documentation Style 
 
The American Anthropological (AAA) Documentation Style is a close cousin of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS).  
The AAA Style Manual, an online publication, offers anthropological writers and scholars guidelines on AAA 
variations from CMS style.  This brief guide provides examples of the bibliographic format used by anthropologists. 
In the sample entries, note that unlike the formats used in other disciplines, book titles are not underlined; article 
titles are not surrounded by quotation marks; the date of publication precedes the title; and entries by the same 
author are arranged alphabetically by title. If you do not find an example of the type of citation you need, refer to 
the CMS.  Note: Talk to your professor about specific formatting specifications for your class. 
 

In-Text Guidelines for AAA 
 
Give the author credit in the text in the following ways: 

• Use quotation marks before and after the author’s words in a short quotation, always.  
Place quotation citations after the quote. 

• Use the author’s full name in your text whenever possible.  If you do not have this 
information, cite the author’s last name, either in the sentence introducing the borrowed 
material or within parentheses at the end of the quotation or paraphrase.   

• Cite the year the document was published within parentheses (after the author’s name if it 
does not appear in your text). Follow the year with a colon; then note the page(s) on 
which the original information appears. (Note that there is no space between the colon 
and the page number(s).  See examples below.) 

• If you are citing reprinted material, type only the date from the version of the work used 
in your text. 

• If a quotation takes up more than four manuscript lines, cite it as a block quotation.  
Exclude the quotation marks and use brackets instead of parentheses to enclose the 
bibliographic information.  The brackets follow the sentence period. 

 
Examples of In-Text Citations in AAA 

 
Direct Quotes. 
 
A source with one author (author cited in the text):  

 
According to Yancey, sports fans know that “the Final Four is the apex of college athletics” (1995:23). 
 
A source with one author (author cited in parentheses):  

 
Sports fans know that “the Final Four is the apex of college athletics” (Yancey 1995:23). 
 
A source with two authors: 
 
Sports fans know that “the Final Four is the apex of college athletics” (Yancey and Meier 1995:23). 
 
 



 

A source with three or more authors: 
 
Sports fans know that “the Final Four is the apex of college athletics” (Yancey et al. 1995:23). 
 
A note from a source cited in text: 
 
Sports fans know that “the Final Four is the apex of college athletics” (Yancey 1995:23n. 12). 
 
A work with no date: 
 
Sports fans know that “the Final Four is the apex of college athletics” (Yancey n.d.:23). 
 
 
Paraphrasing. 
 
A paraphrased idea (general): 
 
The concept of race, as utilized in the U.S., endures despite contemporary claims of its demise or decline in 
significance (Wilson 1978) as a primary means of human classification. 
 
A paraphrased idea (specific): 
 
The ways in which Cape Verdeans contrast themselves to African Americans are similar to that which is conducted 
by Caribbean immigrants (Waters 1999:27).  The argument made to explain their apparent socioeconomic “success” 
through the vehicle of ethnicity is attributed to the experience of being raised in a “majority” environment. 
 
A reference to an author and his/her work: 
 
Oliver C. Cox (1948) was the earliest theorist to reconsider the relationship of race, class, and power within a 
Marxist perspective. 
 
A reference to the text only: 
 
Cox 1948 reconsiders the relationship of race, class, and power within a Marxist perspective. 
 
 
 
 
 

References Cited Guidelines for AAA 
 

• Title the page References Cited (with no quotation marks around the word, and no bold or italics). 
• Arrange the sources in alphabetical order⎯by the last name of the first author listed on the source.  

References with the same author and date should be alphabetized by the title of the document. 
• When there are two or more places of publication for a reference, list only the first. 
• For student work, the References Cited page is generally double-spaced.  However, in 

anthropological publications, the page is single-spaced.  Check with your instructor to find out the 
spacing s/he prefers. 

 
 



 

References Cited Examples for AAA 

A book with one author: 
 

Castles, Stephen 
1990 Here for Good. London: Pluto Press. 

 
A coauthored book: 
 

Bonacich, Edna, and John Modell 
1975 The Economic Basis of Ethnic Solidarity: Small Business in the Japanese American Community. 

Berkeley: University of California Press. 
 
Author, with others (use first author for in-text citations): 
 

Bonacich, Edna, with Mark Smith and Kathy Hunt 
1999 The Economic Basis of Ethnic Solidarity: Small Business in the Japanese American Community. 

Berkeley: University of California Press. 
 
Multiple references in the same year (alphabetize by title): 
 

Gallimore, Ronald 
1983a A Christmas Feast. New York: Oxford University Press. 
1983b Holiday Gatherings in the Pacific Northwest. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

 
 
Work accepted for publication, but not yet published: 
 

Spindler, George 
In press In Pursuit of a Dream: The Experience of Central Americans Recently Arrived in the United States. 

Stanford: Stanford University Press. 
 
Unpublished work (or work submitted for publication, but not yet accepted): 
 

Smith, John 
N.d. Education and Reproduction among Turkish Families in Sydney. Unpublished MS, Department of 

Education, University of Sydney. 
 
Ph.D. Dissertation or M.A. Thesis 
 

D’Amato, John 
1989 “We Cool, Tha’s Why”: A Study of Personhood and Place in a Class of Hawaiian Second Graders. 

Ph.D. dissertation, Department of Education, University of Hawaii. 
 

Shimahara, Nobuo K. 
1998 Mobility and Education of Buraku: The Case of a Japanese Minority. Paper presented at the Annual 

Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago, November 18. 
 

Poveda, David 
2000 Paths to Participation in Classroom Conversations. Paper presented at the 7th International Pragmatics 

Conference, Budapest, July 9-14. 
 



 

Materials in archives: 
 

Egmont Manuscripts 
N.d. Phillips Collection. University of Georgia Library, Athens. 

 
Davidson, William A. 

N.d. “On several occasions she would even join in our discussions.”  Untitled paper, John P. Gillin Papers: 
Box 10.1. Peabody Museum Archives, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 

 
Ambasamudram Taluk 

1879 Settlement Register, Tirunleveli District. Archived material, Madras Archives, Chennai (Madras), 
Tamilnadu, India. 

 
Chapter in a book with editor(s): 
 

Rohlen, Thomas P. 
1993 Education: Policies and Prospects. In Koreans in Japan: Ethnic Conflicts and Accommodation. 

Cameron Lee and George De Vos, eds. Pp. 182-222. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
 

Price, T. Douglas 
1984 Issues in Paleolithic and Mesolithic Research. In Hunting and Animal Exploitation in the 

Later Paleolithic and Mesolithic of Eurasia. Gail Larsen Peterkin, Harvey M. Bricker, and Paul 
Mellars, eds. Pp. 241-244. Archeological Papers of the American Anthropological 
Association, 4. Arlington, VA: American Anthropological Association. 

 
Book with editor as author: 
 

Diskin, Martin, ed. 
1970 Trouble in Our Backyard: Central America in the Eighties. New York: Pantheon Books. 

 
Article in a scholarly journal: 
 

Moll, Luis C. 
2000 Writing as Communication: Creating Strategic Learning Environments for Students. Theory into 

Practice 25(3):202-208. 
 

Heriot, M. Jean 
1996 Fetal Rights versus the Female Body: Contested Domains. Theme issue, “The Social Production of 

Authoritative Knowledge in Pregnancy and Childbirth,” Medical Anthropology Quarterly 10(2): 176-
194. 

 
Heriot, M. Jean, ed. 

1996 The Social Production of Authoritative Knowledge in Pregnancy and Childbirth. Theme issue, 
Medical Anthropology Quarterly 10(2). 

 
Book in Series 
 

Singh, Balwant 
1994 Independence and Democracy in Burma, 1945-1952: The Turbulent Years. Michigan Papers on South 

and Southeast Asia, 40. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 
 
One Volume in Multivolume Work 
 

Clutton-Brock, Juliet, and Caroline Grigson, eds. 
1986 Animals and Archaeology, vol. 1: Hunters and Their Prey. BAR International Series, 163. 

Oxford: British Archaeological Reports. 
1998 The Practice of Everyday Life, vol. 2: Living and Cooking. Rev, edition. Luce Giard, ed. Timothy J. 

Tomasik, trans. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 



 

 

Review 
 

Trueba, Henry T. 
1999 Review of Beyond Language: Social and Cultural Factors in Schooling Language Minority Students. 

Anthropology and Education Quarterly 17(2):255-259. 
 
Barret, Rusty 

2001 Review of Handbook of Language and Ethnic Identity. In Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 12(2). 
Electronic document, http://www.aaanet.org/ 

 sla/jla/toc/toc12_2.htm, accessed December 3, 2002. 
 
Report 
 

Kamehameha Schools 
1977 Results of the Minimum Objective System, 1975-1976. Technical Report, 77. Honolulu: 

Kamehameha Schools, Kamehameha Elementary Education Program. 
 

Reprint or Translation 
 

van Gennep, Arnold 
1960[1908] The Rites of Passage. Michaela Vizedom and Mari Caffee, trans. Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press. 
 

Bakhtin, Mikhail 
1981 The Dialogic Imagination. Caryl Emerson and Michael Holquist, trans. Austin: University of Texas 

Press. 
 
Subsequent or Revised Edition 
 

Gallimore, Ronald 
1960 Qualitative Methods in Research on Teaching. In Handbook of Research on Teaching. 3rd edition. 

Margaret C. Wittrock, ed. Pp. 119-162. New York: Macmillan. 
 

Gallimore, Ronald 
1962[1960] Qualitative Methods in Research on Teaching. In Handbook of Research on Teaching. Rev, 

edition. Margaret C. Wittrock, ed. Pp. 119-162. New York: Macmillan. 
 
Article in Newspaper or Popular Magazine 
 

Reinhold, Robert 
2000 Illegal Aliens Hoping to Claim Their Dreams. New York Times, November 3: Al, Al0. 

 
Editorial 

1992 Washington Post, February 14: B2. 
 

Letter to the Editor 
1994 Newsweek, August 27:4, 11. 

 
Boston Globe 

1983 How Can I Become a Self-Starter? Boston Globe, May 10: A23-A24. 
 

Trinidad Guardian 
1994 Trinidad Guardian, July 11. 

 
 



 

 

Personal Communication (including e-mail, listserv, and newsgroup messages) 
 

Should be cited in text citations, with specific date, but not in references cited: 
Horace Smith claims (letter to author, July 12, 1993) 

 
Court Case 
 

Should be cited in text citations but not in references cited (see Chicago 16.174): 
(Doe v. U. Mich., 721 F. Supplement 852 [1989]) 

 
 
Internet Document (those with a URL) 
 

Rheingold, Howard 
2000 A Slice of Life in My Virtual Community. Electronic document, 

http://well.sf.ca.us/serv/ftp.htm, accessed July 5. 
 

American Anthropological Association 
2000[1992] Planning for the Future: Current Long-Range Plan for the American Anthropological 

Association. Electronic document, http://www.aaanet.org/committees/lrp/lrplan.htm, accessed January 
18, 2001. 

 
Foreign Publication with Title Translation or Foreign Name (last name first name, no comma) 
 

Ma Xueliang 
1996 Minzu yanjiu wenji (Collected works on nationalities research). Beijing: Minzu Chubanshe. 

 
Film, Video, Television, and Music Recordings 
 

Carvajal, Carmela, and David C. Kim, dirs. 
1998 High School Parody. 120 mm. Paramount Pictures. Hollywood. 

 
High School Parody 

1998 Carmela Carvajal and David C. Kim, dirs. 120 mm. Paramount Pictures. Hollywood. 
 

Bush, George, Jr. 
2000 Interview by Jim Lehrer. The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer. PBS, May 18. 

 
Shakur, Tupac 

1997 I Wonder if Heaven Got a Ghetto. From R U Still Down? (remember me). New York: 
Interscope Records. 

 
Authors of Forewords, Afterwords, or Introductions 
 

Comaroff, Jean, and John Comaroff 
1993 Introduction. In Modernity and Its Malcontents: Ritual and Power in Postcolonial Africa. Jean 

Comaroff and John Comaroff, eds. Pp. xi-xxxvii. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 
 
Sources consulted: The Webpage of the American Anthropological Association (2003); The Chicago Manual of Style 
(14th edition, 1993); Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary (10th edition, 1993; On-Line edition, 2003). 
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