Why do it?
A handful of current and former fellows were asked to contribute quick emails about what they’ve learned from W396 and the UWC experience.  These are the responses they’ve posted:
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From Victoria Kheynis McQueen
B.S. Psychology 2001 
W396:  Fall 1999 - Fellow 1999-2001

When I first received the application, I believed someone must have made a huge mistake.  “ Why me?” So what if I took honors W140 instead of English W131?  I did not consider myself a very good writer, least of all someone who could help others write!  After some consideration, I filled out the application and scheduled an interview.  I was accepted.  

After attending the seminar just a few times, I began to feel very comfortable around the other fellows.  We all had a great time together, struggling, sharing, learning, and laughing.  The seminar did not even feel like a class, surprisingly enough, considering all the work we did.  It felt like a group activity or an after-school club that I voluntarily joined.  A few weeks into the semester, we were introduced to the other UWC tutors.  They welcomed us with open arms and were helpful and understanding.  I learned it was okay when I did not know an answer; I could ask them and receive assistance.  I started coming in on my times off, just to breathe the positive energy that surrounded the UWC . . .  



From Ben Johnson
B.A. in English 2003

W396:  Fall 1999 - Fellow 1999-2003

I became a Writing Fellow because I wanted to improve my own writing.  That might seem to be a selfish reason to tutor others, but one of the most important things I have learned is that writing is collaboration between writer and reader.  Writing is a way of communicating with others; it is the challenge of taking an idea and trying to convey it to others through words and language.  Without a reader, writing is just a collection of meaningless marks on a page.

Without a reader, it is impossible to gauge whether or not a piece of writing is effective, to know if it is understood.  That is where the Writing Center comes in, “because writers need readers.”  I think the most important role a tutor plays is not that of a grammatical authority, but simply that of a reader – more importantly, a reader that the writer can talk to face-to-face.  Writing does not exist in a vacuum.  As a writer, the ability to talk to a reader about your writing, to see how your writing is perceived, is invaluable.

That is what I have realized about my own writing process.  It is impossible to create the perfect first draft, to craft a piece of writing that perfectly expresses my intent as a writer to ALL of my readers.  Without the Writing Center, I would not have a place to talk about my writing and the writing process.  At the Writing Center, the process flows two ways:  from writer to reader AND from reader to writer.  As a tutor, I learn as much about the writing process from the students as the students learn from me.



From Heather McFall

Creative Writing Major

W396:  Fall 2005 – Fellow 2006 - 2007
Winner:  Outstanding Writing Fellow Award 2007

Winner:  Outstanding English Major Award 2007
Faculty Tutor 2008
I really found a home for myself at the writing center.  Until I began my training to become a peer tutor, I had no real feel for where I fit in at the university, and no clear idea of what I wanted to do after graduation.  The writing center gave me both.  During my time as a tutor, I have learned so much about myself as a writer, and I feel like I have accomplished something special every time a student leaves the writing center feeling a little less defeated and a little more confident in her ability to write.  I am so thankful for this experience

From Jennifer Prince

B.A. in English 2006
W396:  Fall 2003 – Fellow 2003-2006

Winner:  Outstanding Writing Fellow Award 2006

Faculty Tutor 2007

I found the W396 program to be a boost to my self-confidence.  The program was perhaps the hardest class I have ever taken.  It forced me to look inward to my own capabilities in writing and how to convey and articulate those abilities to other people.  It was the reflections about my own writing that made the class most interesting and at the same time most difficult.  W396 isn’t like other classes.  In most classes, I enjoy the work and the learning, but I have never taken as much away from a class as I did in W396.  Tutoring in the UWC is reward enough for passing W396.  Watching a student come alive when they “get it” is a great experience.  I learn as much from the students I tutor as they do from me.  I take away a little bit of knowledge from each tutoring session and, perhaps, that is the most satisfying part of it.  I encourage anyone interested in helping others and in broadening their own horizons to take the W396 Fellows program.  It is definitely worthwhile.

and wouldn’t have traded it . . . 



From Rachel Russell

English studies major

W396:  Fall 2006 – Fellow 2006 - 2007
W396 will change your life!  Seriously, it will.  Not only do you learn the art of helping others with their writing, but you learn how to help yourself.  I have never experienced a class like this!  It is intense, yes – but I walked away from this class with so much experience and knowledge.  As a W396 graduate, I am still learning through working in the University Writing Center.  Not only did I learn more about my own writing, by I learned how to become a successful tutor, and learned how to help others.  Plus, who wouldn’t want something like this to add to her resume? 



From Debbie Cramer
English education major

W396:  Fall 2006 – Fellow 2006 to present
Becoming a fellow had ramifications I had never considered.  I expected my writing to improve and become stronger.  However, I didn’t realize that I would become stronger as a person.  I have gained self-confidence in my writing and in my personal life.  My self-esteem has really soared . . . 



From Sarah Telley

B.S. in English Education 2004
W396:  Fall 2003 – Fellow 2003-2004

Being new to IUPUI, W396 became my family away from home. I began looking forward to class meetings because I had found a close-knit group of people who shared my interests and could relate to the stressors that all of us as students were experiencing. 

Although I loved writing and wanted more than anything to tutor students with their own writing, I was terrified of tutoring. Horrible and outrageous situations flashed through my mind while I pictured myself helping a tutee.  But W396 doesn't blindly "throw" you into a tutorial with no guidance. Weeks are spent discussing and observing what it is that tutors do. By the time I actually began tutoring, I had a mind full of ideas about how I could help tutees. 



From Jonathan Bendinger
Biology major

W396:  Fall 2005 – Fellow 2005 to present

I became a tutor with the expectation of helping others with their writing; what I have since realized is that it is my writing which has been helped.  Continually working with other students on the fundamentals of effective writing has allowed me to have a better foundation in my own writing, and now whenever I have a writing assignment – a paper, an essay test – I am confident that I can write effective, clear, quality work.  Working in the Writing Center has helped me more than I ever thought possible.


From Chizoma Abenaa Sherman
B.A. in English 2002
W396:  Fall 1999 - Fellow 1999-2002

Winner: Outstanding English Major Award 2002


Creative writing is my love and passion.  W396 introduced me to the [notion of a] seminar.  I had never been in a class with only nine other people.  As a result, we became a very close-knit group.  I was better prepared for the workshop portion of creative writing classes because I had worked so closely with other writers in W396.  Workshop was “old hat” when it came to enrolling in an 8-person poetry class the semester after I completed W396.  

W396 also taught me how to read papers out loud.  I was not used to the sound of my own voice, as odd as that may seem.  Practicing reading ANYTHING out loud, be it an article we were discussing in seminar, or reading a student’s paper during one of my first few tutorials, enabled me to feel much more comfortable when it came time to read my own work to others.  As I write papers now, I still sit in front of the computer and read aloud from the monitor.  The process makes me slow down as I read and forces me to really comprehend what I am saying.  By “learning” how to read drafts out loud in the UWC, I’ve became more comfortable with how I sound and am able to participate in local poetry readings with less anxiety . . . 


From Nancy Williams

SPEA major

W396: Fall 2001 – Fellow 2002-2003
I am not an English major and never considered myself an exceptional writer.  I looked at W396 as an opportunity to improve my own writing skills and make a connection with IUPUI.  


The seminar is an intense program that combines writing skills and communication skills.  This class dissects the writing process from beginning to end.  Seminar gives you everything you wanted to know about writing, but were afraid to ask!  A concept that I had never considered but now embrace is that writing is a skill, and like any other skill, will improve with practice.  And I had plenty of practice in 396.  The other side of seminar is learning the tutoring process.  As a fellow, I learned how to connect with the students that come into the writing center.  This side of seminar covers a wide range of possibilities when tutoring.  The array of students that come to the writing center is vast.  Students come in with an assignment sheet and a look of despair.  Others have a polished paper, but need help with documentation.  The neat thing is that, as a student tutor, I have experienced many of the same situations.  I can commiserate, lighten the load, provide guidance, and hopefully help the student take the necessary steps toward better writing.  When the connection is made, and you see the proverbial “light bulb” of understanding, it is a great feeling. 


From Tiffany Harazinova 

B.S. in Psychology 2000 
W396:  Fall 1997 - Fellow 1997-2000

Coming into the program as an "outsider" gave me an advantage when contributing to the UWC.   I was able to consider the particular needs of pysch majors when they come to the writing center.   That led me to write a handout called “Structuring an APA Style Research Paper” to help other tutors in the UWC cater to this population as well.  As a pysch major, it was also interesting to see the kinds of issues or “baggage” writers bring to the tutoring table during a session.  Also, for someone who wants to teach later in life, seeing these issues gave me a broader perspective of how challenging teaching is and I will forever carry the words of tutees with me so that I remember the needs of students.

  
On the whole I also must say that my experience in the writing center made me an "expert" at writing.  And by "expert" I do not mean that when I write a paper, it is perfection on the first draft.  I am an "expert" writer because I have gained writing confidence, am open to critique and suggestion, and even seek it out.  I am an "expert" writer because I know where to go for help (i.e., reference materials, faculty, UWC tutors) and I have knowledge on writing across disciplines. I would have gained none of these strengths without my writing center experience.



From Tracy Donhardt
B.A. in English 2004
W396: Fall 2001 – Fellow 2001–2002

It seems too much of a cliché to say that the Writing Fellows Program changed my life, that its people became an extension of my family or rather a whole new family, or that it has made me a better writer, but sometimes clichés are true.  As much as I wanted to be a writer and thought that I might even have some talent, to consider joining the fellows programs seemed a bit of a lofty endeavor.  I imagined that fellows were real writers and I was a writer-wanna-be. But I learned that I did belong.


During one of the first few seminar meetings, I likened the class to the Dead Poets’ Society or the group in Wonder Boys. I was really a part of a class of students who talked about writing and who wanted to show others the benefits of learning to write well.  We were the computer nerds of writing.  I had found my place. 


The fellows seminar will force you to explore your own writing.  You will grow as a writer because you will learn how you write, what you do well, and what you need to work on.  You will be encouraged by your peers and brought down to earth by those same peers.  You will walk away with a new sense of yourself and your writing that you will take with you to the tutoring table, to your class work, and to your personal writing.


There’s more. You will interact with faculty who treat you as a fellow writer and tutor.  You will watch them, learn from them, talk with them and listen to them.  And they will talk with you and learn from you . . . . 


From Michele Wade Douglass
Vice-President, Galileo Media

Portland, Oregon

B.A. in Anthropology 1997 
W396:  Fall 1994 - Fellow 1994-1997

Many years ago, I had the pleasure of working as a writing fellow in the University Writing Center at IUPUI.  While at the Center, I met another writing fellow with similar interests. Together, we are now running our own corporation focused on business media, and we are enjoying success.

I have often paused to reflect on how lucky I was to have worked in the Center.  I make a living off what I learned as a writing fellow.  I see experienced technical writers meander from point to point with no compass or anchor.  And, every day, I am grateful for my understanding of the writing process.  I am grateful for the tools my experience at the Center gave me.

Galileo Media now models our training of new employees after the W396 fellows class.  Using the management of the Center as a guide, we have created an exciting and rewarding work environment for ourselves and for those we work with.  The project managers at Galileo work as coaches, team members, and supporters.  We avoid appropriating the work of others.  We listen more than we talk.


My ability to support myself on the skills learned in the writing center are testament to the value of the University Writing Center and the fellows’ seminar.  I took a lot of writing classes in college;  I did a lot of extra-curricular writing as well.  I was a good writer long before I enrolled in W396.  But, none of my previous experience compares to what I learned in the Center.  The experience not only made me a better writer, it also made me a better teacher and a better manager.  Take the class.
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Wondering how W396 fits into graduation requirements?

[image: image6.wmf]  English studies majors may count W396 as an upper level writing course.
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  English studies majors may count W396 as one of the two required upper level electives in English.
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  Liberal Arts majors may count W396 as an Area III advanced course outside their majors.
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  Other majors may count W396 as an upper level humanities elective;  check with your advisor for more details. 

