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To:  All individuals entering an animal facility

From:  Lisa J. Brossia, DVM, Director of LARC, in consultation with Dr. Steve Wintermeyer, Director of IUPUI Health Services 

Date:  February 24, 2006

Subject:  Occupational exposure to airborne allergens in animal facilities

Allergic reactions to laboratory animals occur in 11-44% of the people who work with lab animals.  Among these people, 4-22% may eventually develop occupational asthma that can persist even after exposure ceases.  Allergic symptoms may include nasal congestion, sneezing, itchy eyes, and asthma (cough, wheezing, and chest tightness).  Animal allergens are airborne and may be prevalent in lab animal housing areas.  Upon entering such an area, you should be cognizant of your potential risk to animal allergens and the symptoms associated with an allergic reaction.  At first sign of an allergic reaction, fill out an IU Injury/Illness Report Form and seek medical attention at IUPUI Health Services, 101 Coleman Hall.
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