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RESEARCH CENTERS AND RESOURCES
Readers are invited to submit short descriptions (up to 250 words) of research
facilities or resources that support research that relates to Peirce or his philosophy.

THE UQAM PH.D. PROGRAM IN SEMIOTICS

The Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM) is one of a very
few universities that offer a Ph.D. program in semiotics proper.
Implemented in 1979, the program provides teaching and
research activities in most of the prominent fields of semiotics,
with a strong emphasis on Peirce’s thought. It is jointly adminis-
tered by the departments of Literary Studies, Philosophy, Com-
munication and Art History. As of today, sixty degrees have been
awarded for dissertations on literature, philosophy, dramatic art,
cinema, architecture and other fields considered from a semiotic
point of view. One of its specific features is that it includes, in
addition to more conventional courses, credited research activi-
ties which allow students actively to participate in current
research bearing on contemporary trends in semiotics. The pro-
gram has two formats: a longer version (120 credits) for students
without an M.A. and a shorter one (90 credits) for those who have
an M.A. in a relevant discipline. In addition to regular professors
at UQAM, external resources are available, from other Canadian
and non-Canadian universities (including IUPUI). The program
will soon be implemented also at the State University of Bahia
(UNEB, Salvador, Brazil). Dissertations may be written in
English. 

For further information contact François Latraverse at
latraverse.francois@uqam.ca.

THE PEIRCE–WITTGENSTEIN RESEARCH 
GROUP OF UQAM

The Peirce–Wittgenstein Research Group was formed quite spon-
taneously in 1996, when François Latraverse (its director) and
some students realized, while discussing the development of
semiotics, that a true comparison of Peirce and Wittgenstein was
sorely needed. Since then, the group has brought together profes-
sors and students (mostly from the Ph.D. program in semiotics)
whose objective is to analyze the thought of the two philosophers
on the specific points where they shed light on each other, while
trying to avoid a more polarized reading of one by the other.
Through the years, more than a hundred meetings have taken
place, on topics as varied as the relations between the role of the
interpretant and “rule following,” ostensive definitions and index-
icality, the notion of semiotic communities, the relations between

signs and the self, habit and language-games, and grammar and
logic, to name but a few. The current academic year is devoted to
a careful, step-by-step reading of the Tractatus logico-philo-
sophicus, which has inter alia established beyond reasonable
doubt that a genuine triadic semiotic structure lies at the very
heart of the book. Seven Ph.D. dissertations are actually related
in some way or another to this bi-perspectival concern. An inter-
national conference was held in October 1999, bearing on some
of the central topics of this comparison; the proceedings will
soon be published at L’Harmattan, Paris.

For further information contact François Latraverse at
latraverse.francois@uqam.ca.

THE PRAGMATISM ARCHIVE

The Pragmatism Archive, located with the philosophy depart-
ment at Oklahoma State University, houses a world-class collec-
tion of materials by and about pragmatists and other American
philosophers. The Archive presently contains over one thousand
books and more than twenty thousand photocopied essays and
articles, and it continues to grow at a fast pace. The collection
includes most of the published works of the major and minor
pragmatists from Peirce to Putnam. But the Archive’s greatest
strength is its vast resources for studying the history of exegetical
and critical work on pragmatism from its inception to the present.
The Archive is accessible year-round to researchers for short- or
long-term visits. Students completing theses or dissertations are
especially welcome; the Archive does offer research grants for
dissertation preparation. The Pragmatism Archive supports
undergraduate and graduate courses in pragmatism and American
philosophy for the B.A. and M.A. philosophy programs and the
B.A. in American Studies at Oklahoma State University. The
Pragmatism Archive also sponsors lectures and seminars given by
visiting faculty working in American philosophy and American
Studies. Details of the Archive’s contents, resources, accessibil-
ity, and grants are online at www.pragmatism.org/archive/
index.htm.

Contact the Pragmatism Archive Director, Dr. John Shook,
Philosophy Department, 308 Hanner Hall, Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, Stillwater, OK 74078-5064. Phone: (405) 744-6090; e-
mail: jshook@pragmatism.org.

State), discussed the phenomenological
and metaphysical functions of Peirce’s
categories. Tom Short gave a new inter-
pretation of the “Fixation of Belief” paper
in a lecture titled “Peirce’s Assassins,” in
which he responded to Cheryl Misak’s

approach. Mathias Girel (Université
Paris–I Panthéon–Sorbonne) gave the pre-
sentation “Belief and conduct: Peirce and
the pragmatists,” in which he examined
Peirce’s reactions to how James, Royce,
Schiller, and Dewey viewed his pragmatic

maxim. The most recent speaker, Justus
Lentsch (University of Hannover), also
discussed Peirce’s pragmatic maxim in
his lecture “Pragmatic Patterns in Peirce’s
Inferentialism: On Some Aspects of the
Pragmatic Maxim.”
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