Native American Teacher Resource Guide

Eiteljorg Museum

DESCRIPTION:

Native American teacher resource guide (grades 3, 4, 5 and 8) tied to museum’s permanent installation distributed to all Indiana elementary and middle schools. One main focus of the phase I guide is Native Americans in the Indiana region (Eastern Illinois, Indiana, Western Ohio, Southern Michigan) since 1700 and up to the present day.  It will also include sections about Native Americans across North America.  Its purpose is to

Support educational standards for grades 3, 4, 5 and 8 in the four-state area:

· Lesson plans (related to Indiana academic standards)

· Reproducible images/handouts

· Additional resources

· Opportunities to tie museum visit to school curriculum through gallery activities

· Access to teacher training workshops.

Integrate with Eiteljorg Museum Web site resources for teachers, students, families and lifelong learners:

· Access to guide and pre/post-visit activities through Web site.
· Access to tour, distance learning, program information.
· Potential access to online tour for students.
Integrate with Eiteljorg Museum distance learning programs and activities

Engage interest in regional resources in the four-state area

PRELIMINARY STRUCTURE:

The resource guide would be divided into sections by level (elementary, middle school).  Each section would have a lesson plan directed towards a specific grade within that level as well as necessary copy and overhead masters.  The lesson plans would meet specific education academic standards and would be tied directly to the themes and objects presented in the Eiteljorg Museum’s Native American galleries.

At this point, the main areas to be addressed in these lesson plans include language arts, visual arts, and social studies.

Contents (each section would include lesson plans, reproducible images/handouts, and guidance to suggested gallery activities)

I.  
Introduction

II.  
Elementary 

III.  
Middle School

IV.  
Local Resources (would include historical sites, tribal offices, etc.)

V.  
Bibliography

Section
Focus (Subject to change)

Grade 3
Regional Woodland: Community, Environment, Adapting, Past & Present

Grade 4
Indiana tribes, past and present

Grade 5
North American cultures

Grade 8
North American cultures

SCHEDULE

· Writers Selected:  March 2001

· Information Session:  April 2001
Teachers invited to write lesson plans for the resource guide would be pulled together for a half-day in April 2001.  At this time, participating teachers/curriculum writers would receive exhibition themes and background material, model lesson plans, additional resources.  

· Work Session:  June 2001

Teachers would come back together for a full-day (possibly two days) session in June 2001.  One to two hours would be spent reviewing lesson plan formats, exhibition themes, brainstorming potential ideas, asking questions of museum curators, etc.  Then teachers would split into grade-level appropriate groups, each with a Native American content person to discuss potential lesson plans.  Each teacher then would have 2-3 hours to begin writing the first draft of their lesson plan (format for first draft to be provided) as well as ideas for handouts and images.  Completed first drafts would be due to the museum by the end of July 2001.  Final drafts would be reviewed by a Native American content person.

· 1st Draft to Reviewers & Pilot Teachers:  October 2001

A first draft of the resource guide would be sent to paid reviewers (social studies, language arts, visual arts, Native Americans) with 4 weeks for comments to be returned to the Eiteljorg Museum.  In addition, a group of teachers will be asked to pilot the lessons in their classroom and provide feedback (with compensation provided).

· Finished Guide:  May 2002

The finished guide would be available to schools in May 2002.  Workshops for teachers would take place over the summer and by the end of summer 2002, all guides would be distributed to schools.

