PHIL LUCAS BIO

Phil Lucas (Choctaw) is a pioneering indigenous filmmaker, one of the first Native Americans to take control of the camera in an industry where Native voices are rarely heard.  In an extraordinary career spanning three decades, Lucas has written, produced and directed more than 80 projects, including feature films, television series and documentaries. 

Lucas started out as a musician in New York clubs during the early 1960s.  After a near-fatal bout with alcoholism he got sober at age 22, turning to photography and film studies in Arizona and Washington.  With a degree in visual communications from Western Washington University, Lucas moved to Honduras in 1970.  He formed an ad agency, then worked as a freelance photographer with the Mosquito Indians of Nicaragua.  After surviving the devastating 1972 Managua earthquake, Lucas returned to film production in the Pacific Northwest.

Lucas began teaching at the United Indians of All Tribes Foundation in Seattle, an urban Indian organization that ran classes and supported Native arts.  He continued to train young filmmakers at the American Indian Arts Institute in Santa Fe, Lethbridge University in Canada, and around the U.S. in classes and workshops.  In 1980, Lucas produced the breakthrough PBS series Images of Indians, hosted by Will Sampson.  The series challenged Hollywood stereotypes of Indians and their damaging effects on Native people. 

Phil Lucas Productions went on to create dozens more ground-breaking programs about indigenous issues, including The Honor of All.  The Honor of All is the true story of the Alkali Lake Band of Indians in British Columbia and their successful struggle to conquer alcoholism in their remote community.  The 1987 docu-drama won the prestigious international public television INPUT award and inspired Native recovery movements around the world. Lucas continues to work on community film and video projects with Native tribes and organizations in Canada and the U.S. 

His international television credits include two documentary series, The Native Americans for TBS in 1994 and Storytellers of the Pacific in 1996. Storytellers of the Pacific, an international co-production with public broadcasters in the U.S., Canada, Australia and New Zealand, presented indigenous perspectives on Pacific colonization. Lucas also produced The Broken Chain, a 1995 TBS movie about the Iroquois Confederacy that starred Wes Studi, Pierce Brosnan and Buffy Sainte-Marie. Lucas' films have won numerous awards, including an Emmy (for The Native Americans), and many best-of- festival awards, from Dream Speakers International Film Festival, the Red Earth Film Festival, the Two Rivers Film Festival and the American Indian Film Festival.

Phil Lucas lives and works in Issaquah, Washington with his wife Nancy and five children. He is currently in development on a major PBS series about Native Americans in the 21st century, and of course, teaching at Bellevue Community College.

