NATIVE AMERICAN REGIONAL ADVISORY GROUP

Minutes - Meeting of 5..9.00 - Second draft for core group discussion

Present
:  Daryl Baldwin, Don Secondine


   Cathy Burton, Ray Gonyea, Leon Jett, Arnold Jolles, Tricia O’Connor, Steve Sipe 

1. 
Description of Native American reinstallation project


Ray Gonyea gave a brief description of Native American reinstallation project.  The first part 

of the project (Phase I schedule for completion June 2002) will focus on developing three 

components:

· a Woodlands installation (3600 sq ft) focused on local/regional tribes with important references to other woodland peoples.   Time period focus is approximately 1795 to present.  We do not have many Woodlands objects from this regional area. We are focusing a large portion of our budget for Phase I of the reinstallation on the Woodlands area. 

· The remaining 9500 sq. ft. will cover the rest of the culture areas represented in our 

collection. The rest of the budget for Phase I will focus on adding information, 

redoing graphics, and facilitating the rotation of objects on the rest of the 2nd floor Native 

American galleries. 

· An exhibition handbook

2.  
Museum resources available - budget attached was distributed and discussed

3.  
Themes and issues important to regional peoples

Consider focusing on tribes involved in the Miami kinship system, with Miami’s as hosts:

[a Miami perspective radiating outwards] 

· Miami, Piankashaw, Wea – younger brothers

· Odawa [Ottawa], Ojibwa, Potawatomi, Shawnee, Kickapoo – elder brothers

· Delaware – grandfathers

These tribes spoke Central Algonquian languages

Themes:

One suggestion:

· People and their art (art says more about a people than anything else).

· The relationships of people

How they were attached to the land

The history of the different peoples who were here

Their relationship to incoming peoples



Another suggestion:

· Land/environment – sky and land (Talk to McCafferty, IUB)

- Map of Indiana citing place names showing how many have their  original in Native American languages. Distinguish important Indian sites.

· Beings of this world – people, animals

· Material culture – functional yet also expression of lives and culture through art

· Change (related to environment, completes a circle, draws in the present)

· Using Native languages:

Daryl said the Miami are very interested in having language written, but that we would 

need to check with each tribe as each one has their own view on whether their language 

should be written.  How do people choose to use and/or share their culture? We might 

consider presenting labels or some audio in Native languages.  To express language 

recovery use children as well as adults as speakers.

(Staff note:  We could address this idea of written vs. nonwritten in a contemporary 

issues corner, so that people can learn more about how tribes are different and how 

languages were not originally written languages, etc.)


Additional comments:

· Use video to express Native American opinion in the first person

· “Do not choose people who only look Indian” - show all appropriate participants.

· If we address Christianity, it’s important that we use a historically correct view (different tribes had different experiences:  with Delaware missionaries tried to protect the people; with Miami, they learned the language and wrote Miami “dictionaries” – also preached Gospel but changed it to reflect culture.

· For Miami and Delaware:  include both local people and people from registered tribal offices in presentation.

4.  
Regional resources available

· People/Tribal Historians:

Miami – make initial contact through Diane Evans, chair of cultural committee 

and Miami of Indiana historian, and Julie Olds of Miami in Oklahoma. 

[Note; it is inappropriate to approach elders directly - please use appropriate tribal 

representative as intermediaries to establish contacts]

Delaware – Jim Rementer, tribal office, Bartlesville, OK [good curriculum source]; Daryl 

Stonefish, tribal historian of Ontario Delaware; Debbie Nichols, Kansas area tribal

historian.

· Objects:

Delaware - Don Secondine knows places to get Delaware objects [18, 19, & 20th

century] and people who can make contemporary items.  Delaware tribe of Oklahoma has 

lists of artists.  

The Hay Foundation of the NMAI has some objects.  The Smithsonian has some 

as well.  (Don has some catalog numbers; there is a family war club that he is 

particularly interested in.)  Also a Swedish museum has some wonderful objects.

Miami – We already have a pretty good idea of available objects.

· Books:

Delaware:  C.A. Westlager, historian – very well-respected and friend of 

Delaware; The Delawares, A History; The Delawares Migration Westward.  Herb 

Kraft, pre-Columbian historian.

· Video

Tom Law Productions

PBS film ‘Woodland traditions”

5. 
 Other suggestions

· Define how we use terms “Woodlands.”

· Video:  Consider using Tom Law Productions.  Many Miami practice their culture privately and might not want to have that videotaped.  However, Tom Law Productions has extensive video of regional peoples and both Daryl and Don felt positive about the Eiteljorg using him.

Post script:

John Warren was sent a first draft of the meeting minutes and was kind enough to send a long e-mail of commentary back.  This is an excerpt that may bear on our discussion.

I really have some misgivings deep inside me about letting local Native Americans who are not originally from this area give input on Woodland peoples; unless they are of Woodland origin.  I have seen in similar cases where it has caused some problems.  We have to draw some type of line and

define what local/regional really means.  Does it go as far as Kentucky, Tennessee just for example?  What exactly is going to be the perimeter or geographical area?  Woodland tribes that were relocated out west should participate, but I'm not sure about other natives.

I've done over 250 presentations to the public in the past thirty months and found something that is common with my audience.  Many have this idea that all Native people are the same.  I always ask the question, "If I landed on the shores of England and got off the boat and made the statement, All

Europeans are the same!  Would that statement be true?  Most answer no!"  I ask way not? and the response is, "because they are separate countries and different cultures."  So I say, "that is how one should think of the native tribes living in the Americas, because we all live in our own separate

countries, different languages, creation stories, ceremonies, and different roles of our genders in some tribes."

So some how we are going to have to find some way to show this difference in the exhibit.  Basically, that is why I fear having non-Woodland peoples involve with advising Eiteljorg on the Woodland exhibit.  I see my role as giving Eiteljorg the best advise and information from my experience as a

living Potawatomi, and information that best represents the Potawatomi and Woodland people
