EXHIBITION FACT SHEET

Mihtohseenionki (The People’s Place)
Opens June 22, 2002

EXHIBITION:

Mihtohseenionki (The People’s Place)
Pronuncation key:  MIDT-toh-SAY-nee-ohn-gee (hard “g”)

ORIGINATING

ORGANIZATION:
This permanent installation was created and developed by the Eiteljorg Museum in collaboration with our Native American Regional Advisory Council, comprised of Native Americans from the Indiana region.  Ninety percent of the objects in this installation were borrowed from institutions across North America, bringing the objects back to their home environment for visitors here to enjoy.  These objects, which are full of organic and light-sensitive materials, can only be on view for certain lengths of time.  As their loan periods expire, they will be replaced with other historically significant objects, providing a permanent gallery that will change every 1-2 years.

OTHER VENUES:
None.

OVERVIEW:
Mihtohseenionki (The People’s Place) invites visitors to explore the rich and complex art, history and culture of Native Americans from the Indiana region.  Through beautiful rare objects, dramatic history, dynamic video and engaging interactive components, visitors can explore the past and present of Native Americans from this region.  Focusing on culture as a living, growing entity – not as something fixed in time –  this gallery will promote how Native Americans throughout time have maintained ties to the past while continually adapting to change and living in the ever-changing present.

Through historical and contemporary objects, images and quotes, through video of contemporary Native artists, and through live interpreters, this gallery will present art, history and culture of Native Americans of this region from a Native point of view. Visitors will leave with a richer understanding of Native Americans from this region as well as a deeper appreciation for the complex art, history and cultures that comprise America. 

The Mihtohseenionki experience will be composed of display areas showcasing historical and contemporary objects from focus communities, highlighting the Miami, who have lived on these lands for centuries, as well as the Potawatomi, the Delaware and other Native cultures who lived in this area.  Video clips of contemporary artists from the focus communities will help the visitor tie Native past to Native present.  Interactive components will provide visitors an opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of a traditional art form.  Programmatic areas will provide avenues to see and talk to contemporary artists and cultural experts.

Gallery Components
RELEVANCY TO 

MISSION:
Native Americans – maintaining ties to the past, adapting to change, living in the present
· Native Americans who live or once lived in the Indiana region have maintained ties to the past while continually adapting to change and adopting new ways.  This can be seen by exploring their art, history and cultures on a continuum from past to present.

· Members of the focus communities – Miami, Potawatomi, Delaware and others – both past and present, have their own interpretations of their art, history and culture.

· Native Americans from this region have a long history of interaction with other cultures.

· Native Americans from this region have struggled throughout conflict and upheaval to maintain and restore their communities.

· Sovereignty and recognition are important issues to Native Americans from this region.

· The influence of Native Americans is visible throughout the Indiana region.

TARGET AUDIENCE:
Families, school groups (especially 3rd – 5th grade), lifelong learners, Native Americans, tourists.

EDUCATION FOCUS:
Gallery 

PROGRAMMING:

COMMUNITY

PARTNERSHIPS:
Indian Indiana:  An interactive map designed in collaboration with The Polis Center and the CPT/New Media Center, Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis.

EXHIBITION 

TAGLINE:

INVITE & 

POSTER IMAGES:

SPONSOR

INFORMATION:
Sponsor Benefits.xls
PROPOSED

COLLATERAL:
Mihtohseenionki Teacher Resource Guide:  A comprehensive guide focusing on Native Americans of the Indiana region, complete with lesson plans, overhead masters, handout masters and additional resources.  Designed with input from Native Americans, teacher, the Indiana State Department of Education and tied to Indiana’s academic standards in social studies, language arts and visual arts for grades 3, 4, 5 and 8.  Available online and through the White River Trader.

MARKETING & 

COMMUNICATIONS:
Plan
