Native American Council Meeting

March 12, 2000

Council present: Daryl Baldwin, Brenda Child, David Edmunds, Juanita Espinosa, Donald Fixico, Gloria Lomahaftewa, James Riding In, Dennis Sun Rhodes.

Staff: Ray Gonyea, Marjorie Jack, Arnold Jolles, Jennifer McNutt, John Vanausdall

4.
Report/discussion - the Native American Reinstallation

· Ray Gonyea reported his survey of the collection.

· Ray reported an outline of resources and preliminary conclusions gathered so far.  [These are summarized in the ‘Outline for discussion’ of 3.12.00 - attached] 

A substantial discussion followed.  Areas of concern, suggestions and recurrent themes are summarized below:

· Cultural areas suggested by the curator are essentially older terms - we should consider thinking more thematically. 

· Special emphasis on the peoples of this area was expressed - doing a survey was questioned - John spoke of the need expressed by teachers and implied by the museum mission statement, to present a picture of the diversity of cultures across North America - the staff asked advice about presenting this diversity in a more contemporary form.

· Community, survival, adaptation and sovereignty were suggested as themes that could guide the installation.  Diverse communities.  Continuity, change, and humor were also mentioned.

· People of Indiana: tracking of movement by people from here, where they went.  The removal from Indiana is not well enough known. Historic photographs, maps, narratives.  The ability to hide in plain sight.  Miami language and the naming of creeks, rivers and other places across Indiana with Miami and other Native American words.

· Removals and Christianity were mentioned as themes, but there was concern that the installation not be built on negative terms and themes.

· Adaptation : 
Edina/Hopewell

Fur trade, beaver wars

George Winter illustrates adaptation [around 1830]

Removal period adaptation

Post removal period

Contemporary peoples in LaSalle-Peru/South Bend

· Buying back the past - the Pequots

· Sovereignty:  You can not separate sovereignty from Indian people. Themes such as language, money, political processes, and a sense of place relate to sovereignty. Develop a definition or presentation of sovereignty that does not use the typically European word.  First person narrative by diverse Native American spoken people  would illustrate change and continuity, similarities and differences. 

· Treaties: track change and passage of time, land lost, assimilation

· Communication and story telling: how different people tell the same story, different tribal definitions of sovereignty - what we call ourselves.

· A sense of place: how people adapted to ecology, food sources, etc..

· Specific advice: audience must have a distinct experience - value of hands-on interactives - use technology as a load stone for the public - use technology to ‘expand space and information’ available - value of ‘low-tech’ interactives

Further development of direction and next steps - see item 6 below.

5.
Reviewing the museum’s Native American programs.


John Vanausdall briefly outlined status & progress on Indian Market, collecting in 

Indianapolis, the possibility of acquiring historic collections, Native American 

performance at the museum, and Harvest Festival.  He also solicited in-put into the

museum’s mission statement.  In the discussion of mission, the council developed a 

consensus that the term  "indigenous peoples" was preferred over "native peoples".

6.
Installation development and next steps


To further assist development of the reinstallation three steps were suggested:

· To be of assistance to the planning process, schedule the next Council meeting for the time of Indian Market this year.

Council members are invited to the evening opening of Indian Market on Friday, June 23rd, 2000.  Saturday will be open for market visitation.

Sunday, June 25, the Council will meet for its standard meeting. 

Council members can schedule their arrival on Friday or Saturday, according to their own needs.

· To give time for discussion, the next Council meeting will be devoted to the Native American Reinstallation.

· The staff was asked to communicate with the Council by e-mail when thematic direction is developed, and specific information is needed.  Copies of the past minutes were requested.

The meeting began at 8:30 AM.  Chairman Fixico called for adjournment at 1:15

