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DIALOGUE

The beginning of a new academic year is
always an exciting time. Educating future
social workers and labor professionals is
very critical in these times as many people
face economic hardships. Dr. Charles
Davis, a professor in the School’s Labor
Studies Program, points out in an article in
this issue of the Network, the impact of the
economic crisis goes far beyond lost jobs
and wages. The recession has left families
and individuals struggling, creating abnor-
mally high levels of stress, which can lead
to everything from mental health issues to
domestic violence. Thus, School of Social
Work graduates will play a critical role in
helping people face these challenges as
they work to get back on their feet.

As we begin a new academic year,

I wanted to reflect on some exciting news
the School enjoyed in recent months.

A number of our faculty received major
recognition from the university and com-
munity, and we all take pride in these
significant accomplishments.

Three of our faculty, Carol Hostetter,
Lisa McGuire, and Gary Miller, who
teaches part-time, won university-wide
awards for teaching excellence. Dr.
Hostetter received the Herman Frederick
Lieber Memorial Award, while Dr.
McGuire received the Thomas Ehrlich
Award for Service Learning. Dr. Miller
won the Distinguished Teaching Award
for Part-Time Faculty. Dr. Hostetter also
received this year’s [UPUI Chancellor’s
Award for Excellence in Teaching.

The work of Dr. Theresa Roberts
was recognized by the National Associa-
tion of Black Social Workers. She was the
recipient of NABSW’s National Distin-
guished Service Award. Dr. William Barton
received the national Natalie S. Bimel
Award for Outstanding Contributions
to Juvenile Detention Reform by the
Annie E. Casey Foundation.

Dr. Irene Queiro-Tajalli had her share
of recognition as well. Dr. Queiro-Tajalli,
who was recognized by the National
Association of Social Workers as one of
the Outstanding Hispanic social workers,
received the 2009 Joseph T. Taylor Award
for Excellence in Diversity. The Indiana
Commission for Women selected her to
receive a Torchbearer Award, the highest
honor given to women by the State of
Indiana. The award is given to recognize
women who have contributed to making
Indiana a better place to live.

This new year looks to be as busy
as ever as the School launches a new
initiative aimed at preparing students
to work with children with special health
needs and their families. With philan-
thropic support to the School of Social
Work we are collaborating with Riley
Children’s Hospital and the IU School of
Nursing to prepare students to be leaders
and effective practitioners in the field of
developmental disabilities.

Planning is underway to send several
MSW students to Beijing, China, in the
summer of 2010 for a service learning
class. The class is a part of the ongoing
discussion between the School and Peking
University initiated by Associate Dean
Virginia Majewski and Dr. Margaret
Adamek, the Director of the School’s
PhD program. Susan Larimer, the MSW
Student Services Coordinator and Jieru
Bai, a native of China and one of our
PhD students, are working out the details
of the class. Dr. Kathy Lay and Dr. Lisa
McGuire will lead 10 students to Cologne,
Germany, for the 2009 Caritas Summer
School on Volunteering.

Faculty continue to be highly pro-
ductive in their research and scholarly
activities. They are busy writing books
and articles and presenting papers at

professional conferences. Space does

not permit the enumeration of all the

research and scholarship taking place at
the School of Social Work, but I do want
to highlight a few: Dr. Kathy Byers has

a co-authored book, “Policy Practice for
the 21st Century: Introduction to Social
work Policy Practice” that will soon be
published. Dr. Barry Cournoyer has
completed a new edition of “The Social
Work Skills Workbook.” Dr. Gail Folaron
has a federal grant from the Department
of Justice to evaluate a new practice
model for child welfare interventions.
Dr. Robert Vernon pioneered a full course
“inworld” where students meet as a class
and then undertake community develop-
ment projects with “virtual” social service
agencies that have become established in
Second Life. He taught an identical class
face-to-face along with the “inworld”
class and evaluated the two.

Nine years of articles detailing new
and interesting research in social work
are now accessible with a few strokes
of a computer keyboard. The School of
Social Work’s journal, “Advances in Social
Work,” now offers readers easy access to
articles dating back to the publication’s first
issue in 2000. The articles can be down-
loaded for free at http://journals.iupui.
edw/index.php/advancesinsocialwork.

In closing, have a wonderful fall and
thank you for your strong support for the
Indiana University School of Social Work.

Ahichnee F P Seen, K.

DEAN

902 West New York Street
Education/Social Work Building, ES 4138C
Indianapolis, IN 46202-5156

network - 1



s v
-
' A

§i7 i Y Y
_f',‘:’:" "';_r, '.'_ ""Jr L_
“I AM PLEASED TO INFORM YOU ...”
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~ “CAROL HOSTETTER; LISA MCGUIRE AND
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The first sign 2009 would be a special year
for the School of Social Work showed up in
Associate Professor CAROL HOSTETTER’S
mail box at the end of January.

It was a letter from Indiana University
President Michael McRobbie that started out,

“I'am pleased to inform you.” Hostetter learned
she had won the Herman Frederick Lieber
Memorial Award for teaching excellence.

The news she had won a university-
wide honor provided a jolt of excitement,
but it was just the start. A couple of days
|ater, Associate Professor LISA MCGUIRE
found a letter from the university's presi-
dent waiting for her.

Her letter started with the same six
words from McRobbie. McGuire had been
selected to receive the Thomas Ehrlich
Award for Service Learning. But what
seemed like an unprecedented achieve-
ment for the School — two university-wide
awards — was about to get better.

GARY MILLER, who has taught part-
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time at the School of Social Work for 20
years and is the Vice President of Operations
at Riley Hospital for Children, checked his
email on Feb. 10th and found his congratu-
latory letter, too. Miller had been chosen to
receive the Distinguished Teaching Award
for Part-Time Faculty.

At a dinner celebrating the distinguished
teachers, McGuire was the last of the trio
to step up to the podium and receive her
award from McRobbie. As she accepted
the award, McRobbie noted, “It was a good
night for the school.”

But the honors didn’t stop there either:
Dr. Hostetter was selected as the 2009
recipient of the [UPUI Chancellor's Award
for Excellence in Teaching. In a letter
notifying Dr. Hostetter of her award, IUPUI
Chancellor Charles Bantz wrote, “You are
clearly one of the key contributors to the
success of our School of Social Work.”

Then it was DR. IRENE QUEIRO-
TAJALLI’s turn. Dr. Queiro-Tajalli was

selected to receive the 2009 Joseph T.
Taylor Award for Excellence in Diversity for
her commitment to diversity.

Dr. Queiro-Tajalli also was named one
of the state’s extraordinary women by the
Indiana Commission for Women. To honor
her commitment to advocate for those most
in need in Indiana and around the world,
she received a Torchbearer Award. The
award is the highest honor given to women
by the State of Indiana and is given to
recognize women who have contributed
to making Indiana a better place to live.

Associate Professor Carol Hostetter
was then recognized again along with
Assistant Professor SABRINA WILLIAMSON
SULLENBERGER as recipients of the
School of Social Work's Trustee Teaching
Award. “We all thank them for their com-
mitment to teaching excellence,” School
of Social Work Dean Michael Patchner said
in announcing the awards.

PHOTOGRAPH BY JOHN GENTRY



SCHOOL NOTES

Dr. Khaja recalled meeting with a number of Lebanese and Moroccans at a conference in Perth,

Australia, after 9/11. “As we were talking one of them started crying. She was a Muslim woman

and said we needed our stories told.”

Detail of war-torn
Croatia

Three members of the IU School of Social
Work faculty represented the School at the
first annual IUPUI Research Day in April.

explained
her background had a lot to do with choosing
Croatia as the focus of her research on how to
rebuild war-torn communities. “I am originally
from Romania and grew up under commu-
nism.” She became interested in social develop-
ment issues and eventually went to Washington,
D.C. There, she worked for the Academy for
Educational Development (AED) as a program
officer for Eastern Europe and focused on pro-
grams for strengthening civil society.

While working in Eastern Europe, she
noticed that schools had little involvement
in the process of reconstruction after civil wars.
Schools were involved in educational reforms
and health programs but were not looked
upon as important hubs for social change
to rebuild communities affected by war.

She picked Croatia as the place to begin
her research, having already worked there for
four years. She selected the Vukovar region
of Croatia because it was heavily impacted
during the Serb-Croat war.

Croatia faced a devastating war from
1991-95 during its struggle for independence
from the former Yugoslavia. “Communities
were destroyed ... individuals were displaced,
and there were so many lives lost,” Dr. Luca
Sugawara noted.

Dr. Luca Sugawara is examining whether
it’s possible to use the connections parents
make at school to rebuild the social fabric in
a war-torn community.

The decision by and
a team of women researches to compare the
lives of Muslims before and after 9/11 came
from the Muslim community itself. Dr. Khaja
recalled meeting with a number of Lebanese
and Moroccans at a conference in Perth,
Australia, after 9/11. “As we were talking one
of them started crying. She was a Muslim
woman and said we needed our stories told.”
The researchers set out to interview people

on a number of different continents but met

some resistance at first. People were terrified
about answering questions and feared they
were being watched. The researchers eventu-
ally found about 40 people willing to talk.

One participant, a Vietnam veteran,
cried during his interview. “I’ve served in the
military, but now when I leave the mosque
with my wife, she gets spit at, we get dirty
looks.” He also told her about a telephone
message he received from a woman on 9/11.
The caller said, “I just want you to know I
am a Christian woman, and I love you.”

Marquita Walker, an Assistant Professor
in the Labor Studies Program presented a
study by on inter-
racial unity and the steel strike of 1919. Race
and racism have always influenced the history
of northwest Indiana, Dr. Needleman found.
“Interracial unity and cooperation has very
deep roots in Gary. Despite this, Gary contin-
ues to be seen as one of the most racialized
cities in the nation. It’s time to give the
tradition of interracial activism its due,”

Dr. Needleman decided.

The story of racial antagonism often
begins with the steel strike of 1919, a nation-
wide strike that involved over 500,000 steel
workers. “To this day, the strike is often de-
scribed as an event that pitted whites against
blacks.” That perception is attributed to the
declaration of martial law and occupation
by federal troops because of racial tensions
in Gary. “It was not true,” Dr. Needleman
found. She found the origins of the incorrect
accounts were based on military intelligence
reports that were produced with a corporate
agenda, which was to crush the Gary strike.
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FACULTY & RESEARCH NOTES

PhD student JAMES BROWN is hard
at work on a study to determine
whether Indiana’s anti-bullying law
helps parents keep their children

safe in school or whether it’s a paper
tiger that does little to assist victims.
Brown is focusing on the experiences
of Indiana’s middle school students.
He selected middle school because it
is an environment that lends itself to
bullies. “It’s kind of a combat zone
where there is a transition out of
elementary into middle school, which
causes an upheaval in the hierarchy
where people are renegotiating for
status and where they will fit in.”
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DR. JEFFRY THIGPEN, an Assistant Professor of Social Work and expert in
childhood sexual behavior, sexual development, sexual culture within families
and sexual health, headed to Louisville, KY, in April where he presented,
“The Early Sexual Behavior of African-American Children: The Significance
of Family Context” at the 41st Annual Conference of the National Association
of Black Social Workers.

DR. RUTH NEEDLEMAN, a Professor of Labor Studies and Christopher Cotten,
Assistant Professor of Social Work, were awarded the 2009 School of Social Work
Trustee Teaching award at Indiana University Northwest.

High honors went to KRISTIN BRANDON in March when she was selected

as the NASW Social Worker of the year in Region 2. She is a Master of Social
Work graduate from Indiana University at South Bend and is the Field
Instruction Coordinator for the School of Social Work at IUSB.

MARQUITA WALKER, an Assistant Professor of Labor Studies at the School of
Social Work, joined with a representative of the AFL-CIO in April to deliver

a petition signed by 80 academics to U.S. Sen. Evan Bayh’s Indianapolis office
urging him to support the Employee Free Choice Act. She also presented papers
at two conferences on labor related issues. In April, she appeared at the University
Association of Labor Educators at Silver Springs, MD, where she presented

a paper entitled, “A Comparative Analysis of Labor Law Reform in the Carter,
Clinton, and Obama Administrations.” In June, she traveled to Pittsburgh, PA,
where she attended the Working Class Studies Association Conference and
presented a paper entitled, “The Value of Union-Supported Educational Programs
in the Lives of Eight Union Members.”
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ROBERT WEILER, the Senior Coordinator for the MSW Field Program, attended
the 19th International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics Congress in

Paris in July where he made a poster presentation on “Social Work and Older
Adults: Impact of the Hartford Partnership Program for Aging Education of
MSW Students.” The congress is held every four years and brings together experts
from around the world to discuss the latest findings in the field of aging.



Dr. Carolyn
Gentle-Genitty

Marquita Walker

i
Dr. Lorraine Blackman

DR. CAROLYN GENTLE-GENITTY, an Assistant
Professor at the Indiana University School

of Social Work, went to Belize in May where
she was the special keynote speaker at that
country’s first summit on Juvenile Crime and
Delinquency. But worries about the threat of
HINTI flu virus led authorities there to delay
the summit until July. Since she was there,
Gentle-Genitty conducted proficiency training
for the Juvenile-Organized Intervention
Network, which included some community
policing officers, prison officers and juvenile
case workers. In addition to the training, she
made several television and radio appearances.
She returned to Belize at the end of June for
the Family Preservation Conference — Building
on our Basic Strengths, where she was to
present a paper, “Anywhere Anytime Family
Preservation Practices: Creating a Guide to
Building Strong Families and Communities,”
which she developed, along with Anita
Osborn, Title IV-E MSW Student Services
Coordinator. Gentle-Genitty expected to
present the same paper at the 20th Annual
Family Preservation Conference in Houston,
TX, in September.

DR. WILLIAM BARTON continued his efforts

to bring greater understanding to how best

to help juvenile offenders. In March, he made
a presentation, “Towards Resolving the Treat-
ment vs. Punishment Dialectic in Juvenile

Detail from the
Belizean flag

Justice,” at the IUSSW Alumni Continuing
Education Conference. Then in June he made
a presentation, “Incorporating Positive Youth
Development into Juvenile Justice,” at the
Indiana Juvenile Court Judicial Officers 2009
Annual Meeting.

Associate Professor of Social Work DR.
LORRAINE BLACKMAN will be a keynote
speaker at the National Association of
Christians in Social Work conference in
Indianapolis Oct. 29-Nov. 1. Blackman will
speak at the awards banquet on “Being Salt
and Light as You Go: Follow the Pattern.”
Dr. Blackman will discuss how Christians

in social work are commissioned to improve
human potential and fit with the environment
and meet basic needs, while respecting client
system self-determination.

An article by Professor ROBERT VERNON,
“Distance Education Programs in Social
Work: Current and Emerging Trends,” is
included in the latest edition (Spring/Summer
2009) of the Journal of Social Work Education.
DR. THERESA ROBERTS, Associate Professor
of the School of Social Work, received the
National Distinguished Service Award at the
National Association of Black Social Workers’
41st Annual Conference in Louisville, KY,

in April. Dr. Roberts is a founder and charter
member of the Central Indiana Chapter,
which was started in 1985, and she has been a
member of the national association since 1981.
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