Indiana University
Request for a New Credit Certificate Program

Campus:  



Indianapolis

Title: 
Certificate in Rehabilitation and Disability Studies
Proposed Date Implementation:
Fall 2009
Type of certificate:


Graduate
I.
Rationale:

This 6 course 18-credit hour certificate is designed to prepare students to appreciate and understand the changing needs of people with disabilities and to prepare students for employment in a wide range of rehabilitation-related positions in for-profit and nonprofit rehabilitation facilities and agencies.  People prepared to work in health and rehabilitation care facilities are in high demand in Indianapolis, the state, and the nation.  In 2008, jobs in the health services industry were listed as number 1 for employment in the Indianapolis metro area.  Medical and health services managers were listed in the top 50 jobs for Hoosiers, based on 2008 data.  

II: 
Curriculum (18 credits):

SHRS W 560 Survey of Adaptive Rehabilitation Technology


3

SHRS W 561 Approaches to Rehabilitation Case Management


3

SHRS W 562 Psychological Aspects of Disabilities




3

SHRS W 640 Medical Aspects of Disabilities




3

SHRS W 641 Proposal Writing for Community Based Rehabilitation Programs
3

SHRS W 642 Practicum in Rehabilitation and Disability



3
See proposed course syllabi attached

III. 
Admissions requirements:

1.  Bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution

2.  Total undergraduate GPA of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale

3.  Three letters of reference addressing applicant’s ability to be academically successful

4.  A 300-500 word statement of personal and professional goals

5.  For applicants who did not graduate from a US institution, TOFEL scores at the level required by the Graduate School

IV.
Student outcomes: Students will be able to:
1.  Recommend appropriate adaptive rehabilitation technology for persons with disabilities.

2.  Actively participate in case management in a rehabilitation setting.

3.  Identify the psychological aspects of disabilities.

4.  Write a funding proposal for a community based rehabilitation program.

5.  Take a leadership role in a practicum experience in a rehabilitation setting.

6.  Articulate common medical aspects associated with disabilities.

V.
Assessment:
Formative assessment will be through review of student performance in individual courses.  Summative assessment will occur in the practicum course through evaluation of the required project in the course and students will be surveyed one year post certificate completion to determine the utility of the certificate. 

VI.
Student population:
This certificate will be of interest to graduate students  whose career opportunities will be enhanced by demonstrating an understanding of rehabilitation and disabilities. This certificate will also be attractive to people in the work force who can use this information to increase job performance or career mobility.  We anticipate total class sizes of a maximum of 30 students, approximately 10% of whom would be graduate students.

These certificates will be offered as both undergraduate and graduate certificates, with the certificates themselves and their courses going through the appropriate undergraduate and graduate approval processes.  Having the certificates and courses accessible to both undergraduate and graduate students will enable resources to be used efficiently to enhance the knowledge base of both groups of students.

While the rationale, method of assessment, resources needed, and innovative features for each of the undergraduate and graduate certificates are similar, the undergraduate and graduate certificates differ in three important ways.

First, the learning outcomes/course objectives for the graduate certificates are written to elicit a higher level of critical thinking about, and analysis and synthesis of information at, the graduate level.  A higher level of theoretical knowledge will also be expected of the graduate students.  

Second, the assignments that will be required from the graduate and undergraduate students will differ.  The assignments for the graduate students will be more complex and require students to demonstrate a deeper understanding of the information conveyed in the courses than would be the case for the undergraduate students.  

Finally, admissions requirements will be different.  To enroll in the graduate certificate programs, a student will be required to (1) provide evidence of having completed a baccalaureate degree with a grade point average of at least a 3.0 on a 4.0 scale, (b) submit three letters of reference, and (3) provide a 300-500 word personal statement of personal and professional goals.  

VII.
Complement campus or departmental mission:
The mission of IUPUI is to be “Indiana’s urban research and academic health sciences center”.  This certificate complements the campus mission.  The campus is also committed to increasing educational opportunities for the citizens of Indiana.  While admission to the certificate would not be limited to Indiana residents, it would provide an additional opportunity for Indiana citizens to continue their education. 

VIII.
Relationship to existing programs:
This certificate does not duplicate any existing IUPUI programs. 

IX. Resources needed: 
Faculty to teach the proposed courses and Practicum placements. We will also need to arrange geriatric placement settings.  Existing financial resources will be used to employ adjunct faculty to teach specialized courses or to pay faculty overload until tuition revenue can offset expenses.  Technical support for the online instruction will be provided by the Community Learning Network (CLN).  In addition to providing technical support, CLN will coordinate and manage our marketing and promotional activities.  The School will make financial arrangement for CLN to be reimbursed for their services.

X.
Innovative features:

The certificate will be offered in an on-line format.  
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