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Request for a New Credit Certificate Program
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Title: 

Certificate in Global Health and Rehabilitation 

Studies
Proposed Date Implementation:
Fall 2009
Type of certificate:


Graduate

I. Rationale:
This 6 course 18-credit hour certificate is designed to enhance participants’ knowledge and awareness of global rehabilitation and health care system and the interplay among social, political, economic, technological, and cultural factors of a society that affect the incidence of disease and disability.  It is structured so as to be available as a stand alone certificate as well as being an option to be used to fulfill course requirements in other majors.  For example, all courses in the certificate can be used to fulfill course requirements in the revised MS in Health Sciences.  None of the courses in the certificate have prerequisites.

As has been demonstrated so vividly in the current economic climate, nations are dependent on one another, and to offer prospective students the opportunity to learn and experience healthcare from different national and cultural perspectives will be enormously useful to them throughout their lives and careers.  Knowledge of the strategies used in other countries to provide rehabilitation and disease prevention service could prove useful for dealing with similar challenges in the United States.  Moreover, international experience and training that expose US trained rehabilitation professionals to diverse cultures can help them to broaden their own cultural perspectives and understand the differences in health care beliefs, practices, and expectations of the diverse patient population they work with in the United States.  It will also increase their marketability for employment.
II: 
Curriculum  (18 credits):
SHRS N 500  Nutrition I







3

SHRS W 550 Health and Rehabilitation Systems Across the World


3
SHRS W 551 Health and Rehabilitation Professionals in Dev. Countries

3
SHRS W 552  Seminar in Global Rehabilitation and Health



3

SHRS W 650  Global Perspectives in Nutrition, Health, Disease, and Disability
3
SHRS W 651  International Service-Learning in Rehabilitation   


3
See proposed course syllabi attached.  SHRS N500 is an existing course.
III. 
Admissions requirements:

1.  Bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution

2.  Total undergraduate GPA of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale

3.  Three letters of reference addressing applicant’s ability to be academically successful

4.  A 300-500 word statement of personal and professional goals

5.  For applicants who did not graduate from a US institution, TOFEL scores at the level required by the Graduate School

IV.
Student outcomes: Students will be able to:
1.  Compare and contrast the effects of culture on health care and rehabilitation.

2.  Compare and contrast health care systems around the world.

3.  Identify, compare and contrast the role of health care practitioners in other countries.

4.  Analyze the nutritional needs for diverse population groups.
5.  Compare and contrast various health care beliefs, practices, and expectations in different countries and explain their underlying philosophies.
6.  Identify the major causes of disease and disability in the world

7.  Discriminate among the political, social, and economic factors impacting health and disability in economically less developed countries

8.  Describe the roles of international donor agencies in the delivery of rehabilitation and health care services

9.  Discuss practical implications and applications of economic and political theories and concepts

10. Evaluate the benefits of having an international experiential learning opportunity 

V.
Assessment:
Formative assessment will be conducted through reviews of student performance in individual courses.  Summative assessment will occur through evaluation of the service learning experience required as part of the International Service-Learning in Rehabilitation course and students will be surveyed one year post certificate completion to determine the utility of the certificate.  Assessment will be the responsibility of the Chair of the Department of Health Sciences.  These data will be shared with the School’s ASRD (Academic Studies and Research Development) Committee for the purpose of continuous quality improvement.

VI.
Student population:
This certificate will be of interest to graduate students whose career opportunities will be enhanced by exhibiting a global perspective on health care and rehabilitation.  It will also be attractive to people are interested in improving their job performance or opportunity for career mobility.  Courses in the certificate will be incorporated into the School’s revised Master of Science in Health Sciences degree.
VII.
Complement campus or departmental mission:
The mission of IUPUI is to be “Indiana’s urban research and academic health sciences center”.  The focus on international rehabilitation complements the campus mission.   Indiana University is placing increasing emphasis on international understanding and experiences.  This certificate would certainly be congruent with that emphasis. In addition, the IUPUI campus is committed to increasing educational opportunities for the citizens of Indiana.  While admission to the certificate would not be limited to Indiana residents, it would provide an additional opportunity for Indiana citizens to continue their education.  Finally, improving job skills also complements the IUPUI mission.
VIII.
Relationship to existing programs:
This certificate does not duplicate any existing IUPUI programs.
IX.
Resources needed:
Existing School faculty have been identified to teach the proposed courses.  Since several of our faculty members have overseas professional connections, we have many contacts for international placement.  We have been in contact with the Office for International Affairs and have had preliminary discussions with legal counsel with regard to overseas experiences for students.  No other additional resources will be required for the certificate program.  

X.
Innovative features:
Most of the courses in the certificate will be offered in an on line format. All courses in the certificate will count towards the requirements for the revised Master of Science in Health Sciences degree program.  The required international experience is another innovative feature of this certificate.
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