Graduate Affairs Committee

Minutes

October 27, 2009
Present: Beth Berghoff, Oliver Chen, Bob Dittmer, George Edwards, Dominique Galli, Philip Goff, Andrew Hsu, Michael Kowolik, Jim Murphy, Jackie O’Palka, Mathew Palakal, David Peters, Dan Pesut, Sherry Queener, Sherry Sims, Jon Story, Soren Svanum, James Wimbush & Marianne Wokeck 
Staff:  David Koerner, Sue Wheeler & Beth Young

Guests: James Brown, Tim Franklin, Pamela Laucella, Brad Hamm, Marvene Ewing, Colleen DesRosiers, & Indra Das
Approval of Minutes – Dr. Sherry Queener
Email: Beth Young ejmoody at iupui dot edu

IU Dean’s Report – Dr. James Wimbush

The IUGS has solicited nominations for Graduate Council and ballots will be sent out later this week. The Graduate Council agenda is full and includes discussion items regarding representation for the School of Science & School of Engineering & Technology as well as the joint representation for IU-E & IU-K.
Nationally as part of the NRC survey, faculty were asked what was important in the graduate school and it has been noted in this report that faculty showed that diversity was not valued. These findings suggest there is work to be done. The stronger the program; the less focus on diversity. This is not the message we went to be sending here on campus. 
The Herbert Fellowships are masters & doctoral fellowships that are for students from HBCUs with a 3.5 GPA & interested in the STEM field.  The PhD fellowships are for $25000 per year for 4 years; the unit must pick up tuition - this is available for students on the IUPUI & IUB campuses.  The masters fellowships are for $5000 per year for 2 years for master’s – from HBCUs with a 3.5 GPA & interested in the STEM field. There are currently 3 Herbert Fellows in Bloomington. You can contact David Daleke for additional information. 

AGEP will have a national evaluation in November – they will be in Bloomington on the 18th & IUPUI on the 19th.

Purdue Dean’s Report – Dr. Jon Story

Graduate Enrollment is up on the West Lafayette campus. Calumet graduate enrollment is up 1100 this year.
Gita N. Ramaswamy, Ph.D., Associate Dean of the Purdue Graduate School, is leaving soon for Oregon State to be an Associate Dean there. There is now a new Associate Dean search in the Graduate School. They are hoping to find someone by the 1st of the year.
There has been a push for more professional master’s degrees in West Lafayette. They are largely going to be degrees that are a combination of being online and on-campus or completely online. 

The West Lafayette campus is in the process of working with the other 3 regional campuses and delegate more responsibility to these campuses in regards to admissions and paperwork. They are working on to create electronic forms for some of these processes. 
Associate Dean’s Report – Dr. Sherry Queener

Professional Science Master’s is also an emphasis on this campus. There are several programs looking at modifying their existing master’s degrees and turning it into a professional-type of degree. There is at least one proposal that is moving forward at this time. 
Myles Boylan, a long-standing NSF program officer in the National Science Foundation Education and Human Resources (EHR) Directorate, was on campus for Trudy Banta’s institute. His visit made us aware that there are a number of opportunities that we are not utilizing currently here at IUPUI. Check out the NSF website for more information.

Graduate Office Report – Mr. David Koerner 

A list was dispersed via email regarding meningitis holds. Please contact the students so they can register for the Spring semester.
David shared two spreadsheets with the committee. A total of 252 people have applied for Spring but have not yet been admitted (December 1st decision – Pink sheet).  A total of 242 have applied for Summer or Fall and are awaiting action. – White Sheet
David encourages departments to clean up these backlogs now before the holiday break. 
GSO Report – Jodie Atkinson

GSO has EEG for graduate students that may be attending a professional conference, presenting at a professional conference, consumable research supplies, or for training certification. The deadline is November 19th.
Committee Business

Curriculum Subcommittee – Dr. Jackie O’Palka

The committee met on October 20th. 
Approved:

17 course changes

8 New courses

Fellowship Subcommittee – Mr. David Koerner

Block grant proposals

New program proposals

Teaching proposals

Due: November 20th 

Travel Fellowships – 
Fall Deadline: November 2nd 

Spring Deadline: March 31st 

2 applications per school.

Program Review – Dr. Sherry Queener

· MA in Sports Journalism – Approved 
· Graduate Certificate in Medical Dosimetry – Approved 
Discussion 
· Exam Preparatory Courses 

· These type of courses should not be given graduate credit or be a part of the curriculum.

· With that said, they should be widely available to students as well.

· Administrative home for multidisciplinary PhD

· There is an understanding that if there is a true multi-disciplinary program than it should be held in a central location like the Graduate Office. The discussion brought up many different questions, which included:
· What potential problems are created in the IUPUI Graduate Office?

· Is this strategy feasible in an RCM environment?

· Do you see this as interdisciplinary program or a multidisciplinary program?

· Who would make admissions decisions?

· Jon Story explained the set-up for their Purdue University Interdisciplinary Life Science Program (PULSe) program. They use something similar to the Medical School model. The students start out together the first year and then split off into their tracks during the second year. 
Old Business

Next Meeting 

November 24, 2009

Meeting Adjourned 2:57pm 

