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I. Why is the certificate needed? (Rationale)
Because of the rapid changes occurring in health care, the escalating costs, complex ethical issues, and complicated financing system, there is very broad interest in health policy issues. This interest is shared by students, government, business, and the public. These issues are widely covered and discussed in the media on a daily basis. 
The goal of this certificate program is to provide a health policy education program that would be available to students in a number of IUPUI schools and disciplines and to prospective students from government, business, and the public. It would be built on the extensive course offerings and resources in SPEA and the Schools of Law, Liberal Arts, Medicine, and Nursing.

II. List the major topics or curriculum of the certificate

The proposed curriculum is attached. It includes four required courses and then 6 credit hours of electives that can be taken from the courses listed. The electives particularly give students a wide range of options based on their specific interests in health policy. The electives will build on the core content and competencies covered in the four required courses.

III. List the major student outcomes (or set of performance based standards) for the proposed certificate.

There are several expected outcomes from this certificate program. First, students will gain a good understanding of the major health policy issues facing Indiana and the country through the required health policy seminar and the required course that provides an overview of the health care field. Second, students will get valuable and necessary quantitative and analytic tools in the required courses in epidemiology and health economics. Third, students will be able to get a more in depth knowledge of specific health policy issues through the electives they select. The electives also offer students the opportunity to take additional courses that will enhance their analytic, research, and negotiating skills.
IV. Explain how student outcomes will be assessed (course-embedded assessments, graduate follow-up, employer survey, standardized tests, etc.).

Student outcomes will be assessed through assessment within the individual courses. Courses will have a variety of tools measuring student performance including tests, case studies, and class projects.

V. Describe the student population to be served.

All students must have completed a bachelor’s degree and must be able to demonstrate their ability to successfully take rigorous graduate level courses. It is expected that students will come from graduate programs in SPEA and the Schools of Law, Liberal Arts, Medicine, and Nursing. It is also expected that this will attract individuals working in government, non profit agencies, and the business sector that have to deal with health care issues. This may also attract others from the general public who have an interest in health policy issues.
VI. How does this certificate complement the campus or school mission?

This program is very consistent with the missions of the campus and SPEA. Integral to SPEA has been its long commitment and involvement in public policy issues. Health policy issues are among the most important and visible public policy issues. The campus is strongly committed to growth in the life sciences area and health policy is an important part of the life sciences area. The campus and SPEA are also strongly committed to civic engagement and this program focuses on issues of major importance to government and business in the Indianapolis metropolitan area and state.
VII. Describe any relationship to existing programs within Indiana University.

This program is being developed collaboratively by faculty involved in different aspects of health policy in SPEA and the Schools of Law, Liberal Arts, Medicine, and Nursing. The faculty involved includes the following:

Paul Cook, MD, Executive Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs, School of Medicine  
      Brad Doebbeling, MD, Director, VA HSR&D Center of Excellence
      David Handel, Director, MHA Program, SPEA

      Jason Eberl, PhD, Philosophy Department, School of Liberal Arts

      Stephen Jay, MD, Director, Department of Public Health, School of Medicine

      Eleanor Kinney, JD, Co-Director, Center for Law and Health, School of Law

      John Krauss, JD, Director, Center for Urban Policy and the Environment, SPEA

      Greg Lindsey, PhD, Associate Dean, SPEA

      Angela McBride, PhD, Dean Emerita, School of Nursing
      Eric Meslin, PhD, Director, Center for Bioethics, School of Medicine

      William Schneider, PhD, History Department, School of Liberal Arts


      Eric Wright, PhD, Director of Health Policy, SPEA
The proposed program includes courses offered by SPEA and the Schools of Law, Liberal Arts, Medicine, and Nursing.

VIII. List and indicate the resources required to implement the proposed program. Indicate sources, e.g., reallocations, or any new resources such as personnel, library holdings, equipment, etc.)

No additional resources are required. Students in the program will enroll in existing courses on the campus. The resources for program promotion and advising are also available.

IX. Describe any innovative features of the program (e.g., involvement with local or regional agencies, offices, etc., cooperative efforts with other institutions, etc.).
The most unique feature of this program is that it is a cooperative undertaking involving five campus schools. It will allow students with a variety of backgrounds to take advantage of the extensive health policy offerings on the campus in an organized way. This program will also be linked with SPEA’s new health policy initiative.
