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Summary of Proposal:

1.  Are the goals clear and achievable?

The principal goal seems clear enough: to increase the number of students taking graduate courses in American philosophy at IUPUI, principally by making a certificate program available to (visiting) scholars for whom the full-scale M.A. program is not a viable option.

Whether this is achievable depends on whether the department is correct that the certificate really is a viable option for such students. (More on this below.)

2.  Is the program academically sound?

Overall, yes. The proposed certificate is a “subset” of an already-approved M.A. concentration in American philosophy, and it draws on the same faculty and courses.

Two questions/concerns:

>> P590, Intensive Reading is a variable credit course that may be taken for a maximum of 4 credit hours. And according to the course listing, it may be repeated for credit. Thus, at least in theory, a student could take 8 of the 15 credits via this readings course. That may in some circumstances be acceptable for the M.A., but I wonder if for the certificate there should be a cap placed on the number of P590 credits (say, 3 credit hours).

>> As things stand, the certificate has only one required course: P558, American Philosophy. Since certificate students do not write a thesis, I wonder if there is some way to ensure that they have a “capstone” research/writing experience. For example, might a 700-level seminar (P701, P748) be made a requirement?

3.  Are faculty resources available to offer this certificate without undercutting other key missions of the unit?

Yes. The courses are already being offered.

4.  Is there overlap, either real or potential, with any other unit that could harm the program or be exploited to help the program?

I don’t see that the certificate raises issues in this regard that have not already been dealt with during the approval of the Philosophy M.A.

5.  My recommendation, comments/concerns regarding this proposal.

>> Minor curricular concerns as noted in #2 above.

>> It appears that the “market” for an M.A. in American philosophy is not as strong as anticipated, and the proposed certificate is viewed as one way to potentially boost enrollments. Fair enough. I do, however, have some concerns that the “target audience” identified by the department may not find a 15-credit hour certificate viable either. The proposal refers to “a steady stream of visiting scholars, including foreign and domestic PhD candidates, postdocs, and occasional MA students working on a thesis.” And the department suggests that it will “be able to direct long-term visiting students . . . to the certificate program.” Indeed, “the certificate program could be completed concurrently with research for an MA thesis or dissertation.”

But is that really likely? First, if one is already working on a traditional graduate degree in philosophy, what’s the “value added” that a certificate would provide? Students might well want to take a specialized course or two that are not available at their home institution (as a graduate non-degree student). But will it seem worth it to go through the whole application procedure for the certificate? Second, if a principal reason scholars are visiting IUPUI is to conduct research, are they going to be interested in giving up research time to enroll in five classes during the academic year? Seems doubtful to me.

