Comments on Graduate Certificate Program in Teaching in Nursing

1. Are the goals clear and achievable? 

Clearly there is a major nursing shortage facing the United States. One factor limiting the ability to respond to this problem is the shortage of nursing school faculty and trained clinical educators. This proposed program serves a very important purpose by focusing on trying to increase the supply of individuals trained to teach in nursing school settings and in health care settings. The goal of the program is clear in this regard. The courses included in the program should increase the teaching skills of those that enroll.

There are also specific enrollment goals. Since the projection is that 70% of the students will already be enrolled in nursing graduate programs, this should provide a critical mass of students. While the need is clearly there, it is much harder to predict their ability to attract an additional 30 non-degree seeking students. It will be very positive if they are successful in achieving this.
2. Is the program academically sound?
The four required courses and the optional fifth course cover areas that should increase the teaching skills of students. Since they are all existing courses, these courses should be well developed and provide a sound educational experience.

3. Are faculty resources available to offer this certificate without undercutting other key missions of the unit?

All of the courses included are existing courses with identified faculty instructors. Therefore, minimal additional resources are required.

4. Is there overlap, either real or potential, with any other unit that could harm the program or be exploited to help the program?

This program should be a positive addition for graduate students in the School of Nursing and should enhance their graduate programs. I do not see that this will have any impact on other units on the campus.
5. Recommendations, comments/concerns regarding this proposal.

I have only a couple of concerns. First, if someone gets three hours of credit based on graduate work at another institution, they would only need to take 9 credit hours to receive the certificate. This seems low. Second, this program relies heavily on distance learning. Are there options for students who wanted a more traditional approach?
I would recommend that this program be approved. It could have a positive impact on a significant problem facing the health care field and there is really little risk or any downside to starting this program.
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