Outline for Reviewers Comments

Review of Request for an Accelerated Master of Public Management (MPM) for IPFW

Documents Reviewed: 

1. 1-page memo dated October 26, 2005 from Barry Hancock to Kurt Zorn requesting approval for an Accelerated Master of Public Management for IPFW  (labeled Graduate A)
2. 5-page Proposal for Master of Public Affairs: Core and Concentration Revisions, SPEA, South Bend  (labeled Graduate B)
3. 22-page Proposal for a Masters of Public Management to be offered by IU-Kokomo, dated 2005-2006
4. 1-page memo dated November 8th, 2005 from John Mikesell to the MPA 

Curriculum Committee proposing that several courses be dropped as electives

5. A 2-page statement of proposed revisions to the Nonprofit Management 

Concentration dated October 2005

Summary:


I was asked to review a proposal for an Accelerated Master of Public Management (MPM) for IPFW and was sent the 5 documents listed above.  The proposal for the Accelerated MPM seems to be only a one-page memo from Barry Hancock to Kurt Zorn dated October 26, 2005.  The memo points out that a MPM degree was previously approved by the SPEA Academic Council, the IU Board of Trustees, and the Indiana Commission for Higher Education.  I assume the third document listed above is the previously approved proposal.  I am not clear about the connection among the 5 documents presented and about which campuses are involved.  The MPM degree was apparently approved to be offered at IU-Kokomo.  The Oct. 26th memo requests approval for an Accelerated MPM to be offered by IUFW.  The second document relates to Core and Concentration revisions and is labeled South Bend.   It is not clear which campuses the fourth and fifth documents pertain to or how they relate to the request for an Accelerated MPM.
Recommendation:


Defer approval, pending clarification of the connection among the five documents presented and clarification of the connection among the various SPEA masters’ programs offered on different campuses.  

Discussion:

There seems to be a precedent for approving an Accelerated Masters program.  The Oct. 26th memo mentions an Accelerated Masters of Public Affairs that is already in place (though I am not sure on which campus).  The admissions criteria for the proposed accelerated MPM seem to be stringent (min 3.5 GPA, 98 undergrad credits completed including all core requirements).  While the Graduate Affairs Committee uses a set of standards for evaluating proposals for new masters’ programs, I am not aware of a separate set of standards for accelerated programs such as the one proposed here.
