SUMMARY OF NEW DEGREE PROGRAM PROPOSAL

I. Campus:  Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis

II. Proposed degree:   Master of Fine Arts in Visual Art

III. Projected date of implementation:  June 2007

IV. List the major objectives of the proposed program, and describe its chief feature briefly.

The Master of Fine Arts (M.F.A.) in Visual Art will provide students with an in-depth, professional understanding of the practice of visual art. This graduate program, with emphasis areas in furniture design, sculpture and printmaking, will provide a systematic sequence of educational opportunities for students to gain fluency in the strategies and issues involved in producing art and practicing their careers within contemporary society, focusing especially on an urban context. 

The objectives of the program are: (1) to create coursework and experiences in which students examine and learn to shape the formal, thematic, theoretical, social, cultural, cognitive, and technological aspects of visual art; (2) to develop university and community-based collaborations that facilitate learning and research opportunities; (3) to provide opportunities for developing leadership in the professional practice of visual art and to prepare graduates for a range of specialized careers, from university-level teaching to creative entrepreneurship to employment by urban arts organizations or other organizations that require creative thinkers; (4) to foster an exploration of visual art as an intellectual and experimental practice that is rooted in a specific time and place; (5) to engage students in studio activity that is placed in a professional context, from making work to its presentation, installation, marketing, and critical analysis; and (6) to provide students with the intellectual flexibility to research, plan, design, fabricate, and complete work utilizing a variety of processes in a variety of settings for a variety of purposes.

V. Why is the degree needed?  (Rationale)

The development of this new graduate program at Herron answers the need for graduate training in the visual arts in the economic and cultural center of Indiana. The program is planned to provide learning opportunities to develop the skills and knowledge to sustain a professional career in the visual arts, specifically in the contemporary urban environment. There is a need for more graduate programs in the nation as a whole that focus on developing skills and knowledge to succeed in professional project-based work in the visual arts. This program answers a specific need for visual artists with this training in central Indiana, where the expanding arts, culture, and tourism sector requires more people with professional skills and knowledge.

VI. Describe the student population to be served.

The program will serve students who are residents of Indiana as well as students who are non-residents. Of the latter, we expect to see many of our non-resident graduate students continue to reside and work upon graduation in Indianapolis, a thriving metropolitan area with a strong climate for opportunities in the cultural workforce. Students will be permitted to enroll in the program full or part-time, with some restrictions.
VII. How does this program complement the campus or departmental mission?

The M.F.A. in Visual Art program at Herron School of Art and Design complements the campus mission with respect to IUPUI:  (a) urban research campus mission; (b) graduate education as a campus mission; (c) professional education as a campus mission; (d) civic engagement as a campus mission; (e) urban research university profile; and (f) campus focus on arts, culture, and tourism as one area of emphasis. The addition of this degree program at Herron directly complements the school’s mission to provide quality education for students committed to professional careers in the visual arts.

VIII. Describe any relationship to existing degree programs within the IU system.

The development of a graduate program in Visual Art at Herron will focus on specific emphasis areas--Furniture Design, Sculpture, and Printmaking—that are distinct within the Indiana University system, in terms of our pedagogical approach to graduate education. Our program will place an emphasis on developing the skills and expertise necessary to succeed with project-based work in an urban environment. 


The development of a graduate program in the visual arts at Herron will dramatically expand the potential for Herron to partner in interdisciplinary programs and projects across the IUPUI campus and with the city of Indianapolis. Graduate students in visual art make art with content; this content can be developed from the full spectrum of fields of knowledge explored on the IUPUI campus. To cite just one example, a Herron faculty member in sculpture has recently developed a collaborative project with faculty in the School of Engineering to build an artwork to promote issues relating to energy resources, environmental concerns, and the future of energy technology. Graduate students in the MFA in Visual Art program at Herron will have the potential for expanding on such collaborative projects across the IUPUI campus (which combines both IU and Purdue schools), and to elect coursework in other degree programs that will enrich their graduate studies. 

IX. List and indicate the sources (including reallocation) of any new resources (personnel, financial, learning, etc.) required to implement the proposed program.

Herron School of Art and Design currently has in place ALL major resources required to launch successfully the new graduate degree track outlined in this proposal. As the program matures, additional funding will be raised by Herron’s Center for Art, Design and Public Life. The graduate program resources—facilities, faculty, financial aid for graduate students, and equipment—will be funded from Herron’s existing regular budget with the addition of graduate tuition revenue, and with project support through collaborative projects in the urban environment of Indianapolis. The significant resources we have developed, which will support the implementation of this graduate program, are described in the Proposal narrative under the following primary categories:  Facilities, Special Resources, Personnel (faculty and staff), Financial, Campus Resources, Urban Environment.

X. Describe any innovative features of the program (e.g., involvement with local or regional agencies, offices, etc.; cooperative efforts with other institutions; opportunities for students; etc.).


Graduate coursework in this program will be enhanced by collaborative relationships being developed by Herron’s Center for Art, Design, and Public Life. The Center for Art, Design, and Public Life develops and manages public art projects for Herron School of Art and Design students and faculty. With the objective of providing real-world opportunities and budgets large enough to allow students to work at scales and with materials beyond normal course-based projects, the Center matches the artistic resources of Herron with the appropriate community or campus partner.  The graduate students in the M.F.A. in Visual Art program will become active participants in these plans. 
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