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PROPOSED DEGREE 

This proposal is for a new degree—Master of Fine Arts in Visual Art. 

The Master of Fine Arts in Visual Communication was approved by I.U.P.U.I., and Indiana University, and approved 6/14/2002 by the Indiana Commission for Higher Education. The Master of Fine Arts in Visual Art, like the Master of Fine Arts in Visual Communication, will be a professional degree.

PROJECTED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: The initial group of students will enroll in the program leading to the Master of Fine Arts in Visual Art starting August 2007.

OVERVIEW

Over the last twenty-five years, cultural, technological, economic, and theoretical changes have resulted in a paradigmatic shift within the professional practice of visual art in the United States and other Western nations. These changes include the dismantling of Modernism and the impact of postmodern theories; the development of digital forms of communication; the rise of global networks in commerce and culture; a renewed emphasis on the ideological and social contexts in which artistic content is anchored; and an emphasis on interdisciplinary modes of art production. Within this complex landscape of evolving artistic systems of production, presentation, reception, and evaluation, higher education is the force that produces visual artists who are successful in navigating a rewarding professional career. Artistic “talent” alone is not enough. Visual artists require training—training in the skillful application of techniques for manipulating materials and imagery; training in the intellectual concepts that map the potential for symbolic communication in general and artistic communication and expression in particular; training in inherited traditions of subject matter; mastery of old and new methods of manipulating materials and imagery; training in practical skills that are required in order to perform expertly in professional capacities (e.g. working under contract; working with collaborators; working as a teacher; working within the constraints of a built environment site); training in the economics and politics of a globalized, postmodern world.  

This new graduate program—Master of Fine Arts (M.F.A.) in Visual Art—will define the discipline of visual art study as a combination of practice and theory. Students will learn by doing and will learn by thinking. Neither will occur in isolation. Each provides an important counterweight for the other: practice proves or disproves theory, and theory validates and critiques practice. Furthermore, practice and theory are anchored in the reality of time and place; the specifics of here and now serve as the context for developing meaning and value. For Herron M.F.A. graduate students, this context is first and foremost the campus and the surrounding metropolitan community. It is within the context of civic life that students will practice the variety of roles that are available to them as 21st century professional visual artists. They will become experimental researchers in the creative process. Herron, IUPUI, and the surrounding urban community become their primary test audiences, offering field conditions that provoke in the student real world tactics for effectiveness. Furthermore, the student will be challenged to seek out and sample conditions that are linked into a wider network of other potential sites, collaborators, and audiences (e.g. the Internet, or groups of artists and arts institutions in other cities).

At Herron, graduate students in visual art will be challenged to explore and experiment with a range of potential roles as artists. These include: collaborator in complex projects to endow the urban landscape with thought-provoking and eye-catching images and objects; explorer in traditional and non-traditional sculptural materials; social critic utilizing printmaking as a forum for expression; experimental form-maker in defining what furniture can look like in the 21st century home and public built environment; skilled craftsperson who articulates a sense of identity for urban dwellers; and teacher of the visual arts to others at the collegiate level. 

Graduate coursework is enhanced by collaborative relationships that are now being fostered within the Herron, IUPUI and Indianapolis communities. When graduate students enter the M.F.A. in Visual Art program at Herron they become active participants within an intellectual and cultural laboratory. In addition to the pursuit of their individual artistic visions (and the Herron graduate program will provide support as well as provocation for students to define and achieve their own unique artistic visions), Herron’s graduate students in the Visual Arts will develop projects that embody their artistic visions in concert with cultural, business and industry partners. This double-barreled approach to developing a way of working and a body of work will provide the skills, experiences, and results that will prepare students for exciting, rewarding professional careers. 

The collaborative relationships in which Herron’s graduate students in the Visual Arts will be engaged will be continually evaluated within the context of technological advances, contemporary issues and critical theory. The work produced will accentuate the social and broader cultural roles of the visual artist, as the program generates links between the artist, higher education, and business, non-profit, commercial and cultural partners. The entire learning process for the graduate student will explore the potential for visual art and visual culture to add value to the institution and to the community, and to develop scenarios about the future of visual art, focusing specifically on art within an urban context. The program’s combination of practical work with critical study and theoretical inquiry will enhance all participants’ capacity for innovation. The interdisciplinary aspect of the program will create the potential for improved communications among academic disciplines, providing access to a shared pool of expertise and information. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAM

The Master of Fine Arts (M.F.A.) in Visual Art will provide students with an in-depth, professional-level understanding of visual art production and presentation. This graduate program will provide a systematic sequence of educational opportunities for students to gain fluency in the practices and issues involved in producing art and practicing their careers within contemporary society, focusing especially on an urban context. 

The objectives of the program are: (1) to create coursework and experiences in which students examine and learn to shape the formal, thematic, theoretical, social, cultural, cognitive, and technological aspects of visual art; (2) to develop university and community-based collaborations that facilitate learning and research opportunities; (3) to provide opportunities for developing leadership in the professional practice of visual art and to prepare graduates for a range of specialized careers, from university-level teaching to creative entrepreneurship to employment by urban arts organizations; (4) to foster an exploration of visual art as an intellectual and experimental practice that is rooted in a specific time and place; (5) to engage students in studio activity that is placed in a professional context, from making work to its presentation, installation, marketing, and critical analysis; and (6) to provide students with the intellectual flexibility to research, plan, design, fabricate, and complete work utilizing a variety of processes in a variety of settings for a variety of purposes.

UNIQUE FEATURES AND STRENGTH OF THE PROGRAM

The unique features of this graduate program are planned to capitalize on the strengths of Herron School of Art and Design. The strengths of Herron are:

· The quality and scope of Herron’s outstanding facilities for instruction in, creation of, and presentation of works of visual art (the newest and largest facilities in the state)

· The expertise of Herron’s fine arts faculty for training students in both a full range of traditional methods and experimental strategies for art-making

· The goal-directed vision of Herron’s administrative leadership

· Herron’s status as a professional school of art and design of Indiana University

· The strengths of Herron in sculpture, furniture design, and printmaking (the programs to be emphasized in the development of the M.F.A. in Visual Art degree)

· Herron’s location on the IUPUI campus, which includes the largest diversity of graduate and professional programs of any campus in the state, thus providing an incredible wealth of interdisciplinary opportunities for graduate students to explore

· Herron’s location on the IUPUI campus with its official mission to foster and develop excellence in civic engagement in teaching, research, and service

· Herron’s location in the heart of Indianapolis, thus providing an incredible wealth of possibilities for creative collaborations with business, cultural, campus, and non-profit partners and opportunities for gaining experience and expertise in public art and commissioned projects; Indianapolis is primed for continued growth in the scope of public art projects throughout the city with the recent development of a Public Art Master Plan (2003), prepared by the Freeman/Whitehurst Group for the Arts Council of Indianapolis

· Herron’s strong tradition of making the most out of our resources; founded 103 years ago, this is a school with a long, proud history and what might be referred to as a “blue-collar” work ethic: students learn how to do things and do them right. These practical skills are invaluable for the professional artist to succeed.

The unique features of this graduate program in visual art are:

· Its dual focus on both a traditional emphasis on building the student’s mastery of her/his creative process in the pursuit of her/his own unique artistic vision AND learning the skills and gaining experience in operating as an artist who is engaged in civic life;
· An emphasis on strategies for building a career that incorporates the flexibility to work in public art and to undertake complex project-based work on commission;
· Opportunities for “real world” experience in undertaking projects on campus and within the urban metropolitan area of central Indiana, including the development of public art opportunities and opportunities for commission-based projects

· Training in collaborative project management and participation
· The unparalleled potential for interdisciplinary research by virtue of the graduate programs and resources on the IUPUI campus (combining the strengths of both Indiana University and Purdue University). Graduate students in visual art make art with content; this content can be developed from the full spectrum of fields of knowledge explored on the IUPUI campus (from art history to public history to medicine to the physical sciences to engineering to political science to economics to literature to environmental sciences, and so on). 

The development of M.F.A. in Visual Art program at Herron School of Art and Design enhances and supports Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis in achieving strategic objectives aligned with this campus’s mission statement, within the overall framework of Indiana University (see pp. 34-37 of this Proposal). 

Learning opportunities will be structured to take advantage of potential partnerships linking graduate students and Herron with business, non-profit, campus, commercial, and cultural partners. The program’s combination of practical work with critical study and theoretical inquiry will enhance all participants’ capacity for innovation. The interdisciplinary aspect of the program will develop students’ ability to develop artworks in traditional and non-traditional media, including the fabrication of components by professionals working in other fields.

The M.F.A. in Visual Art at Herron answers a need in graduate training in the visual arts in the United States by providing educational experiences covering the full range of cognitive and technical skills necessary to succeed at the forefront of public art and to develop project-based work in a variety of settings. 

The development of this new degree track in Indianapolis parallels an expanding audience for contemporary art in central Indiana. We expect Herron to provide talent, expertise, resources, and commitment to help fuel and to capitalize on the growth of interest in contemporary public art projects in the Indianapolis metropolitan region. One premise underlying this new degree track is that the exercise of creative faculties is valuable and vital to any urban community. 

This new graduate program (M.F.A. in Visual Art) will complement the existing graduate programs at Herron: the Master of Fine Arts in Visual Communication and the Master of Art Education. All graduate programs at Herron – including the new program we describe in this Proposal – are designed to focus on our school’s existing areas of excellence. Herron is exceptionally active in terms of its commitment to projects and initiatives that incorporate community engagement within our practice of teaching, research, and service. The M.F.A. in Visual Art will focus on three areas of studio emphasis – Sculpture, Furniture Design, and Printmaking – all three are areas of programmatic excellence, faculty strength, superb facilities and ongoing recognized efforts in public art and collaborative professional practice. The curricula developed for these graduate programs are distinctive within the Indiana University system and the region. The individualized attention students will receive combined with the urban setting, excellent new facilities and established community partners, will distinguish Herron’s M.F.A. program on regional and national levels. 

· The Sculpture Department at Herron is particularly strong in its emphasis on providing students experience in planning and executing public sculpture projects (both permanent and temporary, large-scale and smaller). Herron’s sculpture faculty includes three highly productive artists with strong track records in their own research programs. Sculpture is one of Herron’s most highly visible programs because of its established community partnerships with the City of Indianapolis, the Cultural Development Commission, Indianapolis Arts Council, Indianapolis Museum of Art, and major corporations located in the region. 

· As a result of a worldwide survey conducted by the University of Texas in 2002, Herron’s printmaking program was identified among the top three programs in printmaking internationally. In conjunction with the development of a graduate emphasis, the printmaking program will host residencies for visiting scholars and master printers. Herron’s undergraduate printmaking program has undertaken collaborative, community-based projects – such as a recent exhibition focusing on women’s health issues done in conjunction with Clarian Health. The graduate program at Herron will expand and intensify our commitment to community-based as well as collaborative artistic projects. With the addition of two new tenure-track faculty members in 2005, joining two well-established tenured faculty members, Herron stands poised to develop a graduate program in printmaking that will be widely recognized as a program of prominence.

· The Furniture Design Department is the only program of its kind located in the Midwest. Undergraduate students in Furniture Design receive regional acclaim for the quality of their work and have been recognized nationally in competitions. Herron’s Furniture Design program works with various schools on the IUPUI campus to commission unique furniture pieces designed for campus facilities. The graduate program at Herron in furniture design will emphasize learning opportunities that provide students with experience dealing with real world challenges, as well as providing opportunities to advance each student’s unique artistic vision. Both full-time regular faculty members are widely active in their own research agendas; the quality of their creative output is recognized by their professional peers by regular selection in competitive exhibitions and by their success in undertaking commissioned projects. Herron and the Furniture Society—the primary national organization serving furniture design professionals in North America—will host the national conference in Indianapolis in June 2006.  

For the past eight years, Herron School of Art and Design has engaged at an accelerated pace with the Indianapolis community through public art projects and the installation of sculpture. These activities began with the Celedon Corporation in Indianapolis; over the course of four years, undergraduate students proposed and installed twelve sculptures on the grounds of Celedon’s corporate headquarters. Since that time, other project clients have included Real Estate Investments Corporation, Duke Realty, Judge Ezra Freidlander, and Lilly Corporation. In addition to community clients, the Campus Arts Committee of IUPUI has commissioned Herron students to install more than ten sculptures on the grounds and within buildings such as the main University Library and University College.

These ongoing programs provide students with valuable learning experiences that prepare them for future professional activities. The process requires a student to plan and submit a proposal to a client, make a formal presentation, and engage with the public as they install their work. Each project is unique. Students begin with a study of the site to determine what might be possible. Issues regarding location, visibility and perception are taken into account along with special considerations relating to the immediate surroundings, such as what activities take place in the near-by vicinity and who will be interacting with the art on a regular basis. The safety and durability of the artwork are important factors that must be considered at all times and students must work within a prescribed budget in order to learn the business side of project management. Typically, the work is contracted to be on exhibit for one to three years, depending on the location.

As evidenced by the examples cited above, Herron has developed a unique identity for itself—an identity that meshes strongly with the IUPUI mission to become a national leader as a campus in terms of the scope of civic engagement projects. Herron’s commitment to these projects has focused on the learning opportunities they have provided to our undergraduate student population. With the development of graduate education in our Master of Fine Arts degree programs in Visual Communication and now Visual Art, Herron is committed to developing learning opportunities on the higher level of professional quality needed at the graduate level. The influx of graduate students in visual art will allow these learning opportunities to expand and become more complex.

Recent public art activities include exhibition opportunities at the Convention Center during the annual conference of the Association of American Museums and another for the Black Expo. In summer 2005, the Indianapolis Office of Cultural Tourism contracted Herron to create “Sculpture in the Trees”, a three-month exhibition/installation of unique artworks placed in Military Park in downtown Indianapolis. This project involved an entire class for the development and installation of twelve sculptures over the course of six weeks. Success of this project has led to the development of a similar project that will take place in summer 2006. Finally, the Herron School of Art and Design has formalized a partnership with Indy Parks to design, build and install sculpture and sculptural benches for the Pogues Run Art Park. This park is a newly developed wetland/flood control system built by the city and is now managed as a nature preserve by Indy Parks. Students are working with landscape architects, engineers, environmental scientists, and park managers to integrate art into the existing systems found at the park. This will be an ongoing project for many years to come; sculpture will be rotated in and out of the park and exhibition sites will be expanded to include various locations along the Indianapolis Greenways, which is over one hundred miles of property bordering the waterways that exist in the city. All of these projects will become sites for learning opportunities for graduate students in the M.F.A. in Visual Art curriculum at Herron. The potential for developing new opportunities for public art, collaborative projects, and experimental projects in a variety of cultural and commercial and public settings in and around Indianapolis is enormous. Our urban environment will become a rich training ground for our graduate students.

Ongoing relationships for public art have been developed and managed by Herron faculty members. As these projects have grown in scope and quantity, new strategies have been required to sustain and build new opportunities. In responding to the potential, Herron created its Center for Art, Design, and Public Life as a liaison to the community. Initiated in the fall of 2005 and now under the leadership of its first director, the Center for Art, Design and Public Life is expected to grow and evolve over the next decade, in conjunction with the continued growth of Herron programs and projects in the public sector.

The Center for Art, Design, and Public Life develops and manages public art projects for Herron School of Art and Design students and faculty.  With the objective of providing real-world opportunities and budgets large enough to allow students to work at scales and with materials beyond normal course-based projects, the Center matches the artistic resources of the school with the appropriate community partner.  The new graduate students in the M.F.A. in Visual Art track will become active participants in these plans. Current projects in development include the following:

· A public art exhibition of work by Herron photography and sculpture students in which the artists will respond to themes associated with the USA Track and Field National Outdoor Championships being held in Indianapolis in 2006 and 2007.  Work produced by photography students will be installed as billboards in Indianapolis around the time of the events.  Sculptures will be installed in public areas of downtown throughout the summer of each year.

· Collaboration between Herron and the commercial developers of new communities in Carmel and Zionsville, Indiana will lead to the ongoing rotation of new works by Herron sculptors, furniture designers, printmakers, and installation artists.  Parks, paths, buildings, and other common areas are being identified and outfitted for the installation of public art as the communities develop over the next several years.

· Herron has been identified or is in negotiation to become a partner in most on-going major civic development projects in Indianapolis including the new Simon headquarters, the new Indianapolis Airport, the Art and Nature Park at the Indianapolis Museum of Art, the city’s new sports stadium, and the expansion of the Indianapolis Convention Center.  Projects will range from permanent installations to temporary exhibitions.

The Center additionally develops internships, manages two galleries, and handles all public programming in an attempt to connect the school’s primary educational mission with its role in the community as a premier provider of visual arts.
CURRICULUM

Essential competencies

The essential competencies for students of Herron’s Master of Fine Arts in Visual Art are:

a. The ability to identify significant themes for artistic exploration by learning to integrate knowledge and skills in the visual arts with content drawn from other fields. 

b. The ability to create artworks that resonate with the audiences and contexts in which they will be presented.

c. The ability to plan and create visual forms (e.g. images, material objects, time-based processes), at a professional level of quality, through studio training and practice.

d. An understanding of tools and technology, including their roles in the creation, reproduction, and distribution of works of visual art.

e. An understanding of relevant practical processes, including the ability to organize public art projects, commissioned projects, and site-specific art projects, and to work productively as a member of teams.

f. An understanding of critical theories that are relevant to the practice of contemporary visual art and an ability to analyze contemporary art within the context of current scholarship, achieved through academic studies concerned with art history, critical analysis, and other fields.

Curriculum outlined by fields of study

The overall curriculum consists of 60 credit hours; the total number of credit hours and the breakdown of coursework in key areas are fully consistent with the guidelines of the National Association of Schools of Art and Design (the national accrediting agency for art and design programs in higher education). (Please see section below, pp. 40-41, “Compatibility of proposed curriculum with accreditation established by governmental bodies or by relevant professional organizations.”  Please see Appendix I, “Sample Course Syllabi.”)

 

STUDIO PRACTICE:
39 – 45 credits, distributed as follows:

Studio Emphasis classes:




I: Materials and Methods


6




II: Theory into Practice



6




III: Advanced Practice



6





IV:  Thesis Exhibit/ Project


6






24








 



Collaboration and public art studio classes:

Interdisciplinary Collaboration in the Visual Arts  3 






Urban Art Context



3-6









6-9


Studio Electives =










Electives in non-Emphasis studio areas

3-9


Additional coursework in Emphasis area

0-6








9-15


ACADEMIC STUDIES CONCERNED WITH VISUAL MEDIA:



Art History



 

3 – 6



Art Theory & Criticism /or/ A Critical Approach to Art
3



Visual Culture: A Visual Studies Approach

3











9 - 12

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE RELATED TO VISUAL MEDIA:

Project Management/Public Art



3

University Visual Art Teaching Practicum (optional)
0 - 3









3 - 6

ELECTIVES




Free Elective





0 - 3



Academic Electives




3 – 6









3 - 9





TOTAL CREDITS =



60 credits

Curricula outlined by emphasis areas in semester sequence
SCULPTURE EMPHASIS

First Year Course Work

Course







           Credit hours

Fall Semester

HER S 510
Studio Emphasis I: Materials and Methods in Sculpture

6



HER R 529
Interdisciplinary Collaboration in the Visual Arts

3

HER H 610
Art Theory & Criticism

/or/ HER J501
A Critical Approach to Art




3

HER J 530
University Visual Art Teaching Practicum 

/or/ Free Elective







3









 15 credits

Spring Semester

HER S 520
Studio Emphasis II: Theory into Practice in Sculpture 

6

HER R 539
Urban Art Context (may be repeated)



3

HER J 520
Project Management//Public Art




3

HER H 5xx
Art History






3








               15 credits

Second Year Course Work

Fall Semester



HER S 560
Studio Emphasis III: Advanced Practice in Sculpture

6

HER R 539
Urban Art Context (if repeated)



        0 – 3

Graduate Studio Elective





         3 - 6

HER H 560
Visual Culture: A Visual Studies Approach


3

Academic Elective






         0 - 3











  15 credits

Spring Semester




HER R 599
Studio Emphasis IV: Thesis




6

Graduate Studio Elective





        6 - 9

Art History /or/ Academic Elective




        0 - 3









 15 credits







  Program Total

60 credits total

FURNITURE DESIGN EMPHASIS

First Year Course Work

Course






Credit hours

Fall Semester

HER Q 510
Studio Emphasis I: Materials and Methods in Furniture Design
6



HER R 529
Interdisciplinary Collaboration in the Visual Arts

3

HER H 610
Art Theory & Criticism

/or/ HER J 501
A Critical Approach to Art




3

HER J 530
University Visual Art Teaching Practicum 

/or/ Free Elective







3









15 credits

Spring Semester

HER Q 520
Studio Emphasis II: Theory into Practice in Furniture Design 
6

HER R 539
Urban Art Context (may be repeated)



3

HER J 520
Project Management/Public Art




3



HER H 5xx
Art History






3











 15 credits

Second Year Course Work

Fall Semester



HER Q 560
Studio Emphasis III: Advanced Practice in Furniture Design
6

HER R 539
Urban Art Context (if repeated)



        0 - 3

Graduate Studio Elective





        3 - 6

HER H 560
Visual Culture: A Visual Studies Approach


3

Academic Elective






        0 - 3











  15 credits

Spring Semester




HER R 599
Studio Emphasis IV: Thesis




6

Graduate Studio Elective





        6 - 9

Art History /or/ Academic Elective




        0 - 3









 15 credits







Program Total


60 credits total

PRINTMAKING EMPHASIS

First Year Course Work

Course






Credit hours

Fall Semester

HER G 510
Studio Emphasis I: Materials and Methods in Printmaking
6



HER R 529
Interdisciplinary Collaboration in the Visual Arts

3

HER H 610
Art Theory & Criticism

/or/ HER J 501
A Critical Approach to Art




3



HER J 530
University Visual Art Teaching Practicum 

/or/ Free Elective







3











 15 credits

Spring Semester

HER G 520
Studio Emphasis II: Theory into Practice in Printmaking 

6

HER R 539
Urban Art Context (may be repeated)



3

HER J 520
Project Management/Public Art




3

HER H 5xx
Art History






3









 15 credits

Second Year Course Work

Fall Semester



HER G 560
Studio Emphasis III: Advanced Practice in Printmaking

6

HER R 539
Urban Art Context (if repeated)



         0 - 3

Graduate Studio Elective





         3 - 6

HER H 560
Visual Culture: A Visual Studies Approach


3

Academic Elective






         0 - 3











  15 credits

Spring Semester




HER R 599
Studio Emphasis IV: Thesis




6

Graduate Studio Elective





        6 - 9

Art History /or/ Academic Elective




        0 - 3









  15 credits







Program Total


60 credits total

Sample curriculum to demonstrate the option of PART-TIME ENROLLMENT  [9-12 credits per semester; degree completion in 3 years];  Other curricula in Furniture Design and Printmaking could also be completed part-time in the same way:
SCULPTURE EMPHASIS

First Year Course Work

Course







           Credit hours

Fall Semester #1

HER S 510
Studio Emphasis I: Materials and Methods in Sculpture

6

HER R 529
Interdisciplinary Collaboration in the Visual Arts

3




Spring Semester #1

HER S 520
Studio Emphasis II: Theory into Practice in Sculpture 

6

HER J 520
Project Management//Public Art




3

HER H 5xx
Art History






3










Second Year Course Work

Fall Semester #2

HER J 530
University Visual Art Teaching Practicum 

/or/ Free Elective







3



HER H 610
Art Theory & Criticism

/or/ HER J501
A Critical Approach to Art




3

HER R 539
Urban Art Context (may be repeated)



3

Spring Semester #2



HER S 560
Studio Emphasis III: Advanced Practice in Sculpture

6

HER H 560
Visual Culture: A Visual Studies Approach


3



Third Year Course Work












Fall Semester #3

HER R 539
Urban Art Context (if repeated)



        0 – 3
Academic Elective






         0 - 3
Graduate Studio Elective





         3 - 9
Spring Semester #3




HER R 599
Studio Emphasis IV: Thesis




6

Graduate Studio Elective





        3 - 6

Art History /or/ Academic Elective




        0 - 3







  Program Total

60 credits total

NEW AND EXISTING GRADUATE COURSES

Course proposals for all the new courses that are needed to launch the program are being developed in conjunction with this new graduate degree. [See Appendix I for sample syllabi for new courses for the M.F.A. in Visual Art program.]

Studio Emphasis I, II, and III classes (18 credits)  

Sequenced courses are developed for emphasis areas (furniture design, sculpture, printmaking).  The focus will be exploration of materials and techniques within each emphasis area, gaining deeper understanding of theoretical issues germane to the field, fostering both individual and collaborative creative practice, and the development of a cohesive, professional body of work. Each studio emphasis area will have a sequence of courses:  
HER _ 510 I: Materials and Methods (6 credits);  

 
 HER _ 520 II: Theory into Practice (6 credits); 

 
HER _ 560 III: Advanced Practice (6 credits). 

HER R 599
Studio Emphasis IV: Thesis Project (6 credits)

The student in consultation with her/his Graduate Advisory Committee determines the creative thesis project. The project culminates in a public exhibition or substantial presentation of an original body of work of professional quality. A thesis paper and appropriate digital and/or photographic documentation of the thesis project are required.

HER R 529
Interdisciplinary Collaboration in the Visual Arts (3 credits)

A studio-based course, Interdisciplinary Collaboration fosters the cross-fertilization of ideas across media emphasis areas and consists of both individual studio work and group critiques.  The emphasis in the group critiques is the development of a critical dialogue that crosses technical and aesthetic agendas specific to any single medium. The critical dialogue among graduate students is enhanced by discussions of assigned readings and studio visits.  Planning, organizing, and presenting a group exhibition will be the final collaborative project in the course.   

HER R 539
Urban Art Context (3 to 6 credits)

This course focuses on public installations (temporary or permanent) and/or collaborative projects in response to the requirements of a public art site, or an alternative expression of art within the urban context.  Students will develop a full professional proposal for a public art project, including description, models, budget, and site specifications. Collaborative effort will be integral to the experience. 

Professional Practice Related to Visual Media (3-6 credits) 

The three-credit seminars include readings, discussions and papers addressing critical issues and practices in professional aspects of Visual Art. Course topics now developed include: 

HER J 520
Project Management/Public Art (required) 

and HER J 530
University Visual Art Teaching Practicum (optional).

Art History courses (3 to 6 credits)

Selected graduate level topics courses in art history are being developed by the Herron faculty.  Topics to be offered will include (but are not limited to) the following:  the Artist in the Renaissance, Contemporary Art, Public Art, History of Printmaking, Modern and Contemporary Sculpture, History of Furniture, and Patronage and the Roles of Artists. 

HER H 560
Visual Culture (3 credits) 

This course is an introduction to visual studies, an interdisciplinary approach to the study of visual culture that emphasizes the social ramifications of the visual. It consists of an approach     to the analysis of visual culture that is driven by urgent issues that requires an interdisciplinary approach to visual representation. All of these issues reflect those aspects of our identity that locate us as individuals and also as members of different and at times conflicting communities.

HER H 610
Art Theory and Criticism (3 credits)

This graduate-level seminar examines a cross-section of theories that underpin current discussions and developments in the visual arts. Students also will examine the nature and goals of art criticism, including how different theories help frame the primary concerns and controversies within art criticism. The emphasis is on modern and contemporary visual art, but the seminar also considers how current theories retroactively impact the interpretation of past art.

HER J 501
A Critical Approach to Art (3 credits)

Art and philosophy; an examination of the interrelationship between artistic and philosophical thought; an introduction to aesthetics, with selected readings from important twentieth-century works, e.g., art as experience, abstraction versus empathy, and a general introduction to historical themes of aesthetics. The visual arts and the other arts, a comparison of movements, and themes of other cultural expressions. Students will refine their analytic and perceptive skills by exercises in critical writing, readings in art criticism, and discussions.

Graduate Studio Electives (9 - 15 credits)

Each student will select graduate studio electives, in consultation with her/his advisor and Graduate Advisory Committee, which will provide an interdisciplinary focus to the student’s program of study. These courses may be selected from other Herron studio courses in Fine Arts and Visual Communication, as well as courses in other IUPUI schools, such as Engineering and Informatics, if those courses would enhance the graduate student’s area of focus. Students may also elect to undertake additional coursework, focusing on individual directions, in the student’s emphasis area (up to 6 credits).  Graduate Studio Elective courses include: 

HER S 501/502 Sculpture, G 501/502 Printmaking, Q 501/502 Furniture Design,

P 501/502 Painting: Graduate-level instruction for students who have completed S401-S402 or its equivalent. Three-dimensional research on a highly individual level with personal criticism by the instructor.

HER R 511/512 Visual Research (Variable Title): Specially arranged instruction within specialized subject area. May take form of field experience, in which case there will be close collaboration between specialized faculty member and the work supervisor, who will jointly evaluate performance.

Graduate students may also elect to take courses in Emphasis areas other than their own: example, a graduate student emphasizing furniture design may elect to enroll in graduate courses in sculpture.

Free Elective (0 –3 credits)

One 3-credit course is designated as a free elective /or/ University Studio Art Teaching Practicum and may be taken in any area of interest and relevance to the graduate student, in consultation with advisor.

Academic Electives (3 to 6 credits)

In consultation with her/his advisor and Graduate Advisory Committee, each student will select one or two graduate academic electives. These will help provide interdisciplinary connections and integrations between visual arts disciplines and other fields. These academic electives may be selected from Herron’s academic programs (Art History, Art Education, Exhibition Design, cognitive studies in Visual Communication) as well as in cognate academic programs (Museum Studies), and other schools at IUPUI (e.g. Liberal Arts, Informatics, SPEA). It is expected that graduate students in the M.F.A. in Visual Art program will select, in consultation with their advisors, coursework that will augment the direction of their creative studies. For example, a student who is engaged in art-making that addresses environmental/ecological issues may elect to take coursework that would foster deeper knowledge of the issues involved in her subject matter.

Academic electives may be selected from the wide offerings at the graduate level throughout the IUPUI campus. Sample courses listed below exemplify some of the possible choices for academic electives and indicate the interdisciplinary possibilities of the program. 

Anthropology
P340 Modern Material Culture (grad. Section) 

A401 Cultural Resources Management (grad. Section)

Economics

E514 The Nonprofit Economy and Public Policy

Education

H530 Philosophy of Education 

H540 Sociology of Education 

T550 Cultural and Community Forces & the Schools 

Engineering

Coursework and/or independent study with faculty in the School of Engineering and Technology (a Purdue school on the IUPUI campus) would be possible. This may be especially appropriate as an interdisciplinary focus for a Herron graduate student emphasizing sculpture or furniture design. 

English

L506 Issues and Motives of Literary Studies

History

H542 Introduction to Public History

H650 The History of Sexuality in the United States

Informatics/New Media

NM500 Foundations of Digital Arts Production

NM501 Principles of Multimedia Technology

Journalism

J528 Public Relations Management 

Library and Information Science

L501 Information and Society 

L515 History of the Book

Museum Studies
A503 Introduction to Museum Studies 

A510 Museum Education 

A518 Museums and Audiences 

Y525 Museum Management 

A560 Special Topics in Museum Studies: ex. Native American Representation, Museums and Memory, Native American Film 
Philanthropy
P521 The Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector 

Philosophy

P507 American Philosophy and the Analytic Tradition

Psychology 


I518 Memory and Cognition

SPEA

V502 Public Management 

V522 Human Resource Management in Nonprofit Organizations

V525 Management in the Nonprofit Sector 

V526 Financial Management for Nonprofit Organizations 

V557 Proposal Development and Grant Administration

The above list is only a partial listing of courses offered throughout the IUPUI campus that may be available for graduate students in the M.F.A. in Visual Art program to take for elective credit. Additional courses will be added as electives as new courses are approved.

DEGREE TO BE AWARDED

a.
Type of certificate or degree

Students who complete the graduate program in Visual Art at Herron School of Art and Design, IUPUI will receive a Master of Fine Arts professional degree in Visual Art from Indiana University.

b.       Indiana University CIP Code number

The classification of instructional programs (CIP) code for the MFA program is 

Not yet determined. 

c.
Program, Organizational and Site information

The Herron School of Art and Design is an autonomous professional school of Indiana University, located on the campus of Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis. Therefore, the degree will be awarded through Herron School of Art and Design, and the diploma will read as follows: Master of Fine Arts in Visual Art, Indiana University, Herron School of Art and Design.

ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS

The Master of Fine Arts in Visual Art is a professional degree for students who desire to further their knowledge in and advance their skills in the creation and presentation of visual art. Applicants to the program must demonstrate a strong desire and commitment to developing sustained creative activity as a visual artist at the professional level and the ability to complete graduate work. Applicants must have (1) an undergraduate degree, preferably a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree with a studio art emphasis from an accredited institution, but other backgrounds will be considered by the graduate admissions committee, (2) a minimum GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale, (3) a portfolio of visual work in the form of slides, photographs, printed materials, and/or digital media.

Other standard requirements for graduate admission to the program include completion of the application, transcripts from all undergraduate institutions attended (and other graduate transcripts, if any), a statement of intent including past experiences, and three letters of recommendation that address the student’s potential for academic success in a graduate program. Upon receipt of the information, the Department of Fine Arts’ M.F.A. committee will assess the applicant’s viability and recommend or deny admission.

Prerequisite Coursework and/or Degrees



Some otherwise qualified applicants for the Master of Fine Arts in Visual Art program may not have all the necessary coursework and background experience to prepare them fully to succeed in their graduate coursework. These persons will be required to make up any deficiencies (e.g., a lack of undergraduate course work in art history) by enrolling in appropriate undergraduate courses prior to taking specific courses in the graduate program. Some professional experience as an artist (including such activities as exhibitions, publications, and public projects) is strongly desired of all applicants.

Students who have completed graduate coursework at another accredited institution may receive no more than 21 credits as transfer credit to count towards the required curriculum of the Master of Fine Arts in Visual Art at Herron. Each case will be evaluated for transfer credits individually.


International Students

International students must demonstrate a proficiency in English by receiving a score above the following minimum level: 550 (paper-based test); 213 (computer-based test); or 79 (internet-based test) on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). Students with scores above 550/213/79 but below 600/250/100 are eligible for admission but will be advised to enroll in English as a Second Language coursework.

CLIENTELE TO BE SERVED

This graduate program offers prospective students an intensive course of study that provides the intellectual and practical skills and experiences needed to thrive within the contemporary professional arena of the visual arts. The graduate program in Visual Art at Herron builds on an understanding that artists are not likely to succeed today who subscribe to the outmoded paradigm of the “isolated genius.” Under the old-fashioned paradigm of the “isolated genius,” the artist was seen as an idiosyncratic, unusually talented, individualistic creator of images and objects. Training for such a mode of art-making consisted, in large measure, of developing one’s talent for self- expression within one medium (e.g., painting, sculpture). In contrast, today’s successful visual artist needs to be adept at considering her/his audience, the site where the work will be presented, utilizing the skills of others to create works incorporating a diverse array of technologies, understanding how to develop complex projects with carefully planned budgets, and understanding how to write and articulate the meaning and purpose of one’s art within a theoretical framework. The artist also must gain the skills necessary to develop a cohesive body of creative work at a professional level of quality. 

There is a need – and an opportunity – for our state’s largest urban center to offer advanced professional education in the visual arts. Through the M.F.A. program in Visual Art (in tandem with the M.F.A. program in Visual Communication), Herron faculty and graduate students will establish relationships with corporate, non-profit organizations and public agencies throughout central Indiana. The graduate programs will contribute to the cultural enrichment and economic development of the entire metropolitan area, and, doing so, enrich the state. 

The M.F.A. program in Visual Art at Herron (alongside our graduate program in Visual Communications) will draw talented, energetic, creative people to central Indiana from around the nation and world; many of these students will continue to live and thrive in Indiana after graduation. Thus, the M.F.A. program will function as a reversal to the “brain drain” that limits the growth of economic and cultural vitality.  International students will comprise a portion of the student population, providing a multi-cultural dimension to the program. Their presence will enhance all students’ understanding of the rapidly growing internationalization of the production and presentation of contemporary visual art within the increasing globalization of culture and commerce.

When considering the clientele who will be served by the development of a new graduate program in the Visual Arts at Herron in Indianapolis, it is imperative to consider that such a program of study satisfies the deep need of a range of students who, to put it simply, have a burning desire to pursue their curiosity. Artistic inspiration and inspired work in any and every field of human endeavor, as explained by the great Polish poet Wislawa Szymborska in her acceptance speech for the 1996 Nobel Prize, is “born from a continuous ‘I don’t know.’” Szymborska elaborates her understanding of creativity and its value to society by pointing out “that little phrase ‘I don’t know’…is small but it flies on mighty wings. It expands our lives to include spaces within us as well as the outer expanses in which our tiny earth hangs suspended. If Isaac Newton had never said to himself, “I don’t know,” the apples in his little orchard might have dropped to the ground like hailstones, and at best he would have stooped to pick them up and gobble them with gusto.”

Fostering the urge of people to follow wherever the phrase “I don’t know” takes them is valuable to the development of a healthy intellectual vitality in any community. In this light, the development of the M.F.A. in Visual Art at Herron serves both the individual student—who seeks to develop her/his own “calling” as a creative individual—and, additionally, the community at large. Everyone becomes integrated into the network of creative intellectual pursuits that are the primary activity of the graduate program; everyone in the community becomes a member of the clientele.

STUDENT FINANCIAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

Tuition rates

PROPOSED Tuition for resident graduate students (i.e., those students who have Indiana residency status) in Herron’s M.F.A. program = $470/credit hour.  

Semester tuition at full-time enrollment = $470 x 15 credits = $7,050/semester x 2 = $14,100/year.

 
PROPOSED Tuition for non-resident students = $820/credit hour.  

Semester at full-time enrollment = $820 x 15 credits = $12,300/semester x 2 = $24,600/year.


Note:  Part-time enrollment in the M.F.A. in Visual Art program is possible, with a minimum enrollment of 9 credit hours per semester.

Scholarships

The following are guidelines developed for Graduate Scholarships for the Master of Fine Arts in Visual Art track at Herron (note:  similar guidelines apply to the program, M.F.A. in Visual Communication):

HERRON MERIT GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

$2,000 annually for 2 years. To be considered for renewal students must attend Herron full time and maintain a 3.25 GPA. Priority Date for application:  March 1.

Eligibility requirements: An applicant must demonstrate strong preparation and promise for continued academic success in the Master of Fine Arts degree program at Herron as evidenced by the following materials: 

· Minimum of 3.1 overall GPA in all undergraduate course work

· Graduate Record Exam

· Complete scholarship application essay

· Two letters of reference

· Sample of 15-20 recent artworks documented in a portfolio (complete instructions will be available for applicants)
· Evidence of relevant professional experience and commitment
HERRON EXCELLENCE GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

$5,000 annually for 2 years. To be considered for renewal students must attend Herron full time and maintain a 3.25 GPA. Priority Date for application:  March 1.

Eligibility requirements: An applicant must demonstrate very strong preparation and promise for continued academic success in the Master of Fine Arts degree program at Herron as evidenced by the following materials: 

· Minimum of 3.2 overall GPA in all undergraduate course work

· Graduate Record Exam

· Complete scholarship application essay

· Two letters of reference

· Sample of 15-20 recent artworks documented in a portfolio (complete instructions will be available for applicants)

· Evidence of relevant professional experience and commitment

HERRON DISTINGUISHED STUDENT GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

$8,000 annually for 2 years. To be considered for renewal students must attend Herron full time and maintain a 3.25 GPA. Priority Date for application:  March 1.

Eligibility requirements: An applicant must be an out-of-state student and demonstrate outstanding preparation and promise for continued academic success at Herron as evidenced by the following materials: 

· Minimum of 3.3 overall GPA in all undergraduate course work

· Graduate Record Exam

· Complete scholarship application essay

· Two letters of reference

· Sample of 15-20 recent artworks documented in a portfolio (complete instructions will be available for applicants)

· Evidence of relevant professional experience and commitment

Graduate Scholarship APPLICATION AND SELECTION PROCESS

Applicant applies to IUPUI/Herron School of Art and Design

Applicant applies to be considered for a Herron Graduate Scholarship:

· Submit application form (transcripts will be available from application to IUPUI/Herron

· Submit all scholarship application materials

EVALUATION OF APPLICANTS IN TERMS OF MEETING THE CRITERIA FOR THESE SCHOLARSHIPS WILL BE DETERMINED BY A SELECTION PROCESS:

Stage One:


Review of Students’ Qualifications/Portfolio by:

· Chair, Department of Fine Arts

· Faculty representatives of the Fine Arts Department M.F.A. Committee

· Associate Dean

[Note:  Input to be solicited as appropriate from other faculty/staff as appropriate.]

Stage Two:

· Approval of awards by Dean, Herron School of Art and Design

[Note:  Input to be solicited as appropriate from Director of Fiscal and Administrative Affairs.]

Stage Three:


· Applicants are notified of Scholarship Awards from Herron.

Graduate Assistantships 

Graduate Assistantships will be assigned on a semester basis. The Assistantships will carry a stipend of $3,000 semester. A graduate student may receive a maximum of 4 semesters of Assistantships. Graduate Assistantships may be awarded concurrently with a Herron Graduate Scholarship, but this is not necessary. Any student receiving a Graduate Assistantship will be assigned a Faculty or Herron professional staff mentor/supervisor who will be responsible for providing information and guidance, and for evaluating the performance of the graduate student’s work related to the Assistantship. 

Graduate Assistantships for M.F.A. in Visual Art students may be assigned in the following categories of responsibility

· Teaching Assistant:

· Assignment as a Teaching Assistant to a regular Herron faculty member

· 200-level course in studio emphasis areas

· 300-level course in studio emphasis areas

· Foundations studio course

· Other

· Qualifications:  Academic training in the course area; professionalism in work attitude and aptitude 

· Instructor (with responsibility for all aspects of course, including assigning grades):

· Elective arts course

· Foundations studio course

· Art Appreciation course

· 200-level course in studio emphasis areas

· Other

· Qualifications:  Academic training in the course area; satifactory completion of Herron graduate course “University Studio Art Teaching Practicum” /or/ its equivalent; professionalism in work attitude and aptitude 

· Technician:

· Sculpture

· Furniture Design

· Printmaking

· Other

· Qualifications:  Academic training in the area of assignment; skill and experience with operating equipment; professionalism in work attitude and aptitude 

· Gallery Assistant:

· Herron Art Galleries

· Marsh Projects Gallery

· Display of student work in halls of Eskenazi Hall

· Sculpture/Ceramics Building Gallery

· Other

· Qualifications:  Ability to learn appropriate skills for assignment (e.g., assisting in installation of artworks for exhibitions); professionalism in work attitude and aptitude 

· Graduate Assistant to Center for Art, Design and Public Life:

· Qualifications:  Ability to learn appropriate skills for assignment (e.g., assisting in managing public art projects); professionalism in work attitude and aptitude 

EVIDENCE OF STUDENT DEMAND

Each year, a large pool of prospective students seeks graduate training in the visual arts. For example, for fall 2004, there were 208 applicants to the M.F.A. program in fine arts at Indiana University – Bloomington. Of these, only 37 were admitted: 34 non-residents and 3 residents. Of those 37, 24 matriculated and 13 withdrew their applications. Total enrollment in the M.F.A. program in Bloomington for Fall 2004 was 74 students – 62 students with non-resident status and 12 students with Indiana residence status. 

The graduate program at Herron will provide a much-needed opportunity for graduate study in the visual arts by students who are residents of Indiana as well as those who are not. Of the latter, we expect to see many of our non-resident graduate students continue to reside and work upon graduation in Indianapolis, a thriving metropolitan area with a strong climate for opportunities in the cultural workforce.

We aim that the graduate program at Herron in the Visual Arts will become notable as a premier center for the study of public art in the United States. As such, the program will draw talented students from around the nation and the world, as well as provide opportunities for graduate study by students from Indiana who want or need to remain in the state for their graduate education. Of the latter, there are many who cannot afford to study out-of-state, where they will face higher tuitions at both private schools and out-of-state tuition rates at public universities.

It is important to point out that graduate study in the Visual Arts is highly desirable in a way that is unusual compared to most academic studies: there are many prospective students who have a burning desire to pursue this course of study because the creative arts foster inherent intellectual and emotional value for them. There are not many who wish to attend law school or medical school or pursue an M.B.A., or obtain an advanced degree in nursing or even in one of the liberal arts or social sciences, who do not primarily wish to gain employment directly in that field upon graduation. While graduate students in the arts do want gainful employment – and this degree is designed to prepare them to succeed within the professional practice of the visual arts – it is also important to understand that many prospective students would gladly undertake the study of the visual arts at an advanced graduate level because they find the training of their own artistic skills to be valuable in and of itself.


MFA programs in the Visual Arts are offered in ALL of Indianapolis’ peer cities -- larger cities in the Midwest region. Demand for programs is strong in urban environments nationwide. There is a shortage of programs meeting the demand for advanced training in public art (see discussion “Comparison with similar programs at other universities, p. 42).


EMPLOYMENT POSSIBILITIES FOR GRADUATES

Practicing artists


We expect all of our graduates to develop successful careers in the visual arts following graduation. Of these, some will earn their primary income through their careers as practicing visual artists. These artists will pursue careers selling artworks and earn income as artists through (a) the commercial gallery system; (b) commissioned projects for business, non-profit, and private sponsors; (c) public art projects; (d) grants from public and non-profit sources; (e) independent sales; (f) awards and fellowships; (g) collaborative projects with other artists; (h) publications incorporating artworks. The others will pursue their artistic careers actively—earning some of their income directly through their activities as practicing artists—while, simultaneously, earning their primary income in other compatible fields (see below). It is important to note that there are other recognized forms and avenues for professional success in pursuing an artistic career in addition to earned income. For example, being selected for participation in prestigious exhibitions in an art museum or non-profit art gallery or university art gallery is an indicator of professional-level success, irrespective of whether the artwork is sold. 

Teachers in higher education

According to the National Association of Schools of Art and Design and the College Art Association (the two primary national bodies in the field), the M.F.A. degree is defined as the terminal degree for the study of the practice of the arts in this country. By earning this degree, students from the Herron program will be qualified academically to become faculty members at institutions of higher education. Approximately 25% of our graduates will become college or university-level teachers. There is a rising demand for university faculty in all fields who have knowledge, skills, and experience in civic engagement and service learning. The Herron M.F.A. program will provide experiences in both these important areas, thus making our students competitive in the market for entry-level teaching positions. The demand for new faculty will increase: first, the pool of current faculty will thin dramatically as the first baby boom generation starts to retire in large numbers over the next decade (those born in 1945 turned 60 in 2005); and the demand for higher education continues to grow in the United States as the population of college-age students and returning students grows. A recent book-length study of career paths in the United States, “Best Jobs of the 21st Century,” (Jist Works) forecasts strong growth in the demand for teachers in higher education.

IVY TECH – As Indiana continues to develop educational resources at Ivy Tech to serve as a state-wide community college system, we anticipate a growing need for faculty members to teach in the fine arts at undergraduate level.  As Ivy Tech – Indianapolis expands its programs in the visual arts, we forecast a growing demand for graduate education in the fine arts for people who would be potential teachers (both full and part-time) at Ivy Tech – Indianapolis.

Diverse career paths requiring skill sets of students who have completed the M.F.A. in Visual Art

The M.F.A. in Visual Art at Herron will also train students in ways that will prepare them to succeed in diverse other occupational paths. The nature of the program is to establish a relationship between the visual artist/graduate student and the community. The community is defined as interlocking spheres: the urban community of central Indiana (which serves as a research site for developing experiential skills that will be transferable to virtually any other urban context), the professional arts community, and the economy and culture at large. 

According to a recent issue of the Harvard Business Review (February 2004, pp. 11-12): “An arts degree is now perhaps the hottest credential in the world of business. Corporate recruiters have begun visiting the top arts grad schools…in search of talent….With applications climbing and ever more arts grads occupying key corporate positions, the master of fine arts is becoming the new business degree.” The professional practice of the visual arts prepares students in highly transferable and critically-important skills: creative thinking, understanding the relationship of visual form and the production of cognitive meaning, skilled applications of tools and materials, meeting strict project demands, working collaboratively, and articulating complex processes in both oral and written formats. In particular, through public art commissions and exhibitions, internships, and partnerships with urban arts institutions and corporate entities, students in the Herron graduate program will gain invaluable professional practice experiences. Graduates will be poised to gain employment in the community in a wide diversity of positions, both within the arts and in culture and business in general, within Indiana and other urban settings. Specific employment possibilities are linked both to the studio emphasis area of a graduate student and to broader, more open-ended careers in the visual arts, as follows:

Professional careers in the arts including studio artist and “post-studio” artist

Art Administration

University level teaching

Teaching in art centers and museum education programs

Entrepreneurial position requiring skill in creative thinking

Artist engaged in public art projects, commissions, grant-funded projects

Curatorial, exhibition and conservation positions at art centers, galleries and museums

Theatrical production—set, costume and stage design and fabrication

Production for movies—set, costume, prop design and fabrication

Ornamental and architectural metal work

Writer/critic in the art world

Working for community arts organizations

Designing for industry within areas of expertise (e.g. furniture design)

Aspects of interior design and interior architecture

Furniture production manufacturing

Furniture conservator

Designer/maker of custom furniture

Exhibit design for theatrical productions, broadcasting, tradeshows and similar events

Exhibition design at art centers, galleries and museums

Preparation work at art centers, galleries, and museums

General fabrication

Running a fine arts printing facility


According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, United States Department of Labor Occupational Outlook, the employment opportunities for visual artists is expected to grow about as fast as average for all occupations through the year 2014 (no prediction is made further into the future). Opportunities are expected to be very good for visual artists who are knowledgeable and experienced in planning and completing art projects in the public sector. Creative thinkers are in demand for start-up businesses and projects in a wide diversity of cultural activities and institutions. The arts are integral to Indianapolis’ long-range development plan, initiated by Mayor Bart Peterson. The development of a graduate program in the visual arts in Indiana’s largest urban center is projected to help fuel the enhancement of the quality of life in the state’s primary region for large economic growth. Overall, it is projected to have a positive effect on employment in the state, as an outgrowth of a more vital and vibrant level of creative activity. 

RELEVANT FACULTY EXPERTISE

Herron’s faculty is comprised of artist-educators who are highly productive and deeply involved in their work. All 40 full-time faculty members (tenured, tenure track, and lecturers) at Herron School of Art and Design could potentially be drawn upon to teach in the Visual Art track of the Master of Fine Arts (MFA) program, considering both required and elective subjects. Three emphasis areas are initially planned:  Printmaking, Sculpture, and Furniture Design. The following faculty members and staff with specialized expertise are currently available in each of these three emphasis areas:


Area


Tenured/tenure track  +  Visiting, lecturer, technician, other
Furniture Design


2


1 technician & adjuncts

Printmaking



4


1 technician & adjuncts

Sculpture



2


1 visiting, 1 tech, adjuncts

Our faculty members in Sculpture, Furniture Design, and Printmaking each have extensive experience within their own research in areas that are central to the focus of the new M.F.A. track in Visual Art we are proposing. Specifically, the faculty members in Sculpture and Furniture Design have specialized in their own creative practice in designing and fabricating artworks for the public sphere, and client-based practice. These faculty members have garnered numerous important peer-reviewed awards and competitive commissions. The faculty members in Printmaking are exceptionally skilled and experienced in developing artworks in series and networking nationally and internationally within their respective professional arenas for the exhibition of artworks and the development of work as collaborative projects. 

In addition, the Herron faculty includes fine arts studio and art history faculty members with academic training and professional experience who will provide expert instruction in those courses that are required and outside of the studio emphasis areas identified above. [See Appendix II for abbreviated resumes for faculty who will take leadership roles in teaching and/or administering the new degree program.]

Graduate Faculty Status

According to guidelines approved by the Indiana University Graduate Council (October 4, 2004), all tenure-track faculty members are granted graduate faculty status at the time of appointment. As such, all the Indiana University, Herron School of Art and Design faculty members listed below now possess graduate faculty status. (The only exceptions are the two visiting assistant professors; each is eligible upon nomination by the department.)

Full-time Faculty of Herron School of Art and Design (as of Spring 2006)

The following faculty members are qualified and expected to teach (including studio elective courses outside the areas of emphasis) and/or oversee administrative aspects in the MFA in Visual Art program. Herron has in place the faculty required to launch successfully the graduate program leading to the M.F.A. in Visual Art outlined in this proposal. We have the faculty with appropriate expertise to teach all the courses required in the new curricula, in the emphasis areas as outlined.

Katrin Asbury, Visiting Assistant Professor of Sculpture, M.F.A. Cranbrook Academy of Art; B.S., New York University
Cindy Borgmann, Professor of Art Education, Ed..D and M.S., Indiana University; B.A., Purdue University

Steve Budington, Assistant Professor of Painting, M.F.A. Yale University; B.F.A. University of Massachusetts-Amherst

Mario Caro, Acting Assistant Professor and Public Scholar of Contemporary Art, joint appointment with Herron and IUPUI Museum Studies Program. A.B.D. and M.A., Visual and Cultural Studies Program, University of Rochester; B.A., Hunter College, City University of New York 
Stephanie Dickey, Associate Professor of Art History and Adjunct Associate Professor, Women’s Studies; Ph.D., M.A., Institute of Fine Arts, New York University; A.B. Smith College
Valerie Eickmeier, Dean and Professor of Sculpture; M.F.A, Washington University; B.F.A., Kansas City Art Institute

Vance Farrow, Assistant Professor of Foundation Studies and Drawing; M.F.A., University of Cincinnati; B.A., Murray State University
Peg Fierke, Professor of Painting and Printmaking; M.F.A., B.F.A., University of Illinois
Linda Adele Goodine, Professor of Photography; M.F.A., Florida State University; M.S., Ithaca College; B.A., University of Rochester
Matt Groshek, Assistant Professor/Public Scholar of Exhibition Design, joint appointment with Herron and IUPUI Museum Studies Program; M.F.A., University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee; B.F.A., University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point
Dana Groemminger, Assistant Professor of Ceramics; M.F.A., Edinboro University of Pennsylvania; B.F.A., Nazareth College (New York) 

Greg Hull, Assistant Professor of Sculpture; M.F.A., University of Delaware; B.F.A., Kansas City Art Institute
Marc Jacobson, Associate Professor of Painting; M.F.A., University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee; B.F.A., University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee

Jennifer Lee, Assistant Professor of Art History; Ph.D, Emory University; M.A. University of Sheffield (UK); B.A., Wesleyan University

Patrick Manning, Assistant Professor of Photography; M.F.A. University of New Mexico; B.A. and B.F.A., University of Washington

Craig McDaniel, Associate Dean and Professor of Fine Arts; M.F.A. The Ohio State University; M.F.A. University of Montana; M.S. Drexel University; B.S. University of Pennsylvania

David L. Morrison, Professor of Printmaking; M.F.A., University of Wisconsin-Madison; B.F.A., University of South Dakota 

Chunwoo Nam, Assistant Professor of Printmaking; M.F.A. University of Buffalo, State University of New York; B.F.A., University of Honglk (Seoul, Korea)
Richard Emery Nickolson, Professor of Painting; M.F..A, Indiana University; B.F.A., Maryland Institute College of Art

Eric Nordgulen, Chair, Department of Fine Arts and Associate Professor of Sculpture; M.F.A., Indiana University; B.F.A., East Carolina University

Kathy O’Connell, Associate Professor of Fine Arts; M.F.A., Syracuse University; B.F.A., Herron School of Art, Indiana University

William Potter, Assistant Professor of Foundation Studies; M.F.A. University of Cincinnati; B.F.A., Columbus College of Art and Design
Mark Richardson, Associate Professor of Ceramics; M.F.A., Indiana University; B.F.A., University of Massachusetts, Amherst

Cory Robinson, Assistant Professor of Furniture Design; M.F.A., University of California San Diego, B.F.A., Herron School of Art, Indiana University

Jean Robertson, Associate Professor of Art History, Adjunct Associate Professor, Women’s Studies, and Adjunct Associate Professor, Museum Studies; Ph.D., M.A., B.A., University of Pennsylvania



Phillip Tennant, Professor of Furniture Design; B.F.A., Alfred University
Andrew Winship, Assistant Professor of Printmaking/Painting; M.F.A., The School of the Art Institute of Chicago; B.F.A., University of Michigan.

Polly Wolfe, Associate Professor of Art Education; Ph.D., Purdue University; M.F.A. Central Michigan University; B.F.A., Beloit College


New Faculty Positions

During the current 2005-06 academic year, the Fine Arts Department is conducting a search for a new tenure-track faculty member in Art History and a search for a Visiting Assistant Professor in Sculpture. These new faculty members will be selected to complement the skills and expertise of faculty members who are currently in place. Both new faculty members will be expected to teach in the MFA in Visual Art program. 

RESOURCES REQUIRED

Herron School of Art and Design currently has in place ALL major resources required to launch successfully the new graduate degree track outlined in this proposal. As the program matures, additional funding is projected for significant learning opportunities for graduate students engaged in projects that are being developed through Herron’s Center for Art, Design and Public Life. The graduate program resources—facilities, faculty, financial aid for graduate students, and equipment—will be funded from Herron’s regular budget with the addition of graduate tuition revenue as the program develops over time and with project support through collaborative projects in the urban environment of Indianapolis. The significant resources we have developed, that will support the implementation of this graduate program, are described below under the following primary categories:  Facilities, Special Resources, Personnel, Financial, Campus Resources, Urban Environment.

Facilities 

On June 3, 2005, Herron School of Art and Design celebrated the dedication and grand opening of Eskenazi Hall. This is a significant milestone in the history of the school. Herron joined Indiana University thirty-eight years ago. The school’s relocation to the IUPUI campus completes the physical and academic integration of Herron into the university.  Herron’s improved accessibility to IUPUI students and the Indianapolis community is stimulating increased interdisciplinary collaboration with other schools and arts organizations.  With state-of-the-art facilities, in the heart of Indianapolis’s White River cultural corridor, Herron is well poised to become one of the premier art and design schools in the nation. 

The total project cost for Eskenazi Hall and Herron’s sculpture and ceramics facility (on Stadium Drive) was $29.8 million. The State of Indiana allocated $12 million for the capital projects, and Herron was charged with raising the remaining $17.8 million necessary for the construction of these two buildings. 

Eskenazi Hall is a 163,317 square foot building which houses Herron’s art library, galleries, a 232-seat auditorium, student lounges, administrative spaces, Center for Art, Design and Public Life, and 70 state-of-the-art creative classroom/work spaces for instruction in the visual arts studio programs, visual communication design, art history, art education, and elective arts courses. The facilities include 5,000 square feet of graduate studio space, which will accommodate approximately 35 students.  In addition, 5,525 square feet is allocated for printmaking and 4,763 square feet for furniture design, sufficient workspace for graduate students in addition to undergraduates.  The sculpture program has occupied its new state-of-the-art facility on Stadium Drive since 1999 and offers approximately 30,000 square feet of student workspace. The printmaking, sculpture, and furniture design programs are each outfitted with an excellent assortment of professional-grade equipment to meet the needs of our proposed graduate curriculum. The furniture design program recently was awarded a $126,000 grant from the Windgate Foundation and a $3,700 grant from Festool U.S.A., which allowed this program to outfit its area facility with new, top quality equipment. The sculpture program has a wide range of equipment to meet the technical needs of graduate students.

Special Resources

Herron School of Art and Design is home to the following special resources that enrich our ability to offer a successful new track in visual art at the graduate level.


Center for Art, Design and Public Life

The mission of the Center for Art, Design and Public Life is to enrich the educational, intellectual, and interdisciplinary activities of Herron School of Art and Design through civic engagement and community partnerships. Formed in 2005, the Center for Art, Design and Public Life serves as a gateway to help build Herron’s project-based relationships with corporate and industry partners, non-profit organizations, and foundations.  Among the Center’s aims are to increase the number and scope of sponsored projects for the School overall, and to establish new research initiatives with external partners. The director works in close collaboration with Herron’s dean, academic chairs, gallery director, faculty, and development office to help facilitate these projects, to raise their profile, to optimize their outcomes, and to build relationships for the long term. The Center for Art, Design, and Public Life serves as the primary interface between Herron School of Art and Design, IUPUI, and the community. Among the Center’s goals will be to develop increased opportunities for graduate students to work on public art, civic engagement, and professional experience projects in collaboration with private and public, community and campus institutions throughout the central Indiana region. The Center involves students, faculty and staff in meeting community needs related to fine art projects, professional design practice, public art project management and visual art and design internships. The Center’s mission is to create community partnerships based on creative practices that serve Herron’s educational mission and the diverse populations of Indianapolis and beyond. The Center for Art, Design, and Public Life will serve as a key resource in the development of Herron’s graduate programs in visual communication and in visual art using the urban context of central Indiana as a learning environment.

The Herron Print Center, housed within the Center for Art, Design and Public Life, includes capabilities for the design of collateral print materials and interactive multimedia productions, video editing, fine art digital imaging and large format fine art color printing. Training and equipment rental is also available.  The Print Center’s client list includes: Herron School of Art and Design, Madame Walker Theatre Center, The Indianapolis Museum of Art, Historic Landmarks Foundation, Indianapolis Humanities Council, Indy Parks and Recreation, Indianapolis Junior Achievement, Indianapolis Pacers and the Pacers Foundation, African Celebration, Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art, The Rising Sun Foundation, American Craft Museum, NY, Thomson Electronics, and the Indianapolis Public School’s Key Learning Community School.


Herron Art Galleries

The Herron Gallery is a unique component of the artistic life of central Indiana. The goal of the gallery is to promote a greater understanding of contemporary aesthetics and special emphasis is placed on works of art that would not otherwise be seen in this area. The gallery exhibits all media and includes recent artistic trends such as installation, video, and performance. The gallery attracts a diverse audience including Herron and IUPUI students, faculty, staff, school groups of various ages, and members of the local community. The gallery cooperates with other civic, county and state organizations to enrich the arts in the community. These organizations have included the Indianapolis Museum of Art, the Indiana State Museum, the Children’s Museum, the Indianapolis Public Schools, the Indianapolis Public Library, and the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Approximately six exhibitions are presented annually, ranging from one-person shows to theme shows of 20 or more artists. The gallery showcases local, regional, national, and international artists. In addition to curated exhibits, the gallery is also home to student and faculty exhibitions. MFA graduate students will also exhibit work in the gallery. In addition, the gallery will be a resource for professional practice opportunities for graduate students working on Assistantships. Last year, more than 35,000 visitors enjoyed lectures and exhibitions in Herron Art Galleries..


In addition to Herron Gallery, the facility in Eskenazi Hall includes a smaller separate gallery—Marsh Special Projects Gallery—that is devoted to exhibition projects requiring a more intimate setting for focusing on specific aspects of contemporary art and design. This professional-quality space may be utilized by graduate students in the M.F.A. in Visual Art program in the presentation of work completed during the program (e.g. as part of the course entitled Interdisciplinary Collaboration in the Visual Arts) and for their final culminating thesis exhibitions.


Visiting Artists/Scholars Series


The expertise of Herron’s faculty is extended by a strong program of regional, national, and international visiting artists and lecturers. These programs enhance students’ academic careers as well as educating a broader public. About 12 artists and lecturers per year are invited to Indianapolis through the visiting artists series. Visits vary from one day to several weeks. These artists are in Indianapolis for residencies, to work in the classroom with Herron students, conduct workshops, and often to collaborate on the creation of artworks. The visiting artists and lecturers will work intensively with the M.F.A. graduate students – conducting individual and small critiques of graduate students’ work in progress, providing additional professional and career development advice, and providing a different perspective of the current activities in contemporary art. Recent distinguished visiting artists and lecturers at Herron have included Sue Coe (internationally acclaimed printmaker), Donald Kuspit (internationally acclaimed art historian and critic), and Judith Shea (internationally acclaimed sculptor). 


International Programs

Herron has developed one of the most active programs in study abroad experiences for students on the IUPUI campus. Over the past decade, Herron has regularly organized extensive study abroad programs in the summers and shorter study abroad trips at Spring Break. Herron faculty members have led Herron students on multiple trips to China, the Netherlands, London, Paris, Greece, Italy, and France, as well as regular national trips to New York City and Chicago. Herron’s International Study Program has built a record of excellence, providing significant learning opportunities to Herron’s student body. Because of the ongoing internationalization of professional opportunities in the fields of visual art, it is important that Herron provide exposure to a global perspective for the graduate students who wish to participate. Herron faculty and administration recognize that study abroad programs can serve as significant “life changing” experiences for student participants. Study Abroad programs provide students with a clarified sense of life goals and offer a framework for making creative choices as they chart their future. 

Art Library

The Herron School of Art and Design’s art library supports the instruction and research of faculty and students by collecting, preserving, and providing access to recorded knowledge of the study of art, design, art history and art education.

The Herron School of Art and Design Library is central Indiana's primary lending library for the study of contemporary art and art history. As a branch library of the technologically advanced IUPUI University Libraries, the Herron Library's mission is to support instruction and research in the study of art and art history at the Herron School of Art and Design as well as the local community. It collects, preserves, and disseminates recorded knowledge in print, visual documentation, multi-media, and digital formats. 

The library has a long-standing tradition of responding to the present-day needs of its users, which is reflected in the resource development policy, engagement with available technology, and special internal and external projects.

The Herron Library's holdings include traditional materials, electronic resources, and access for patrons to the Internet via networked computer workstations. The primary focus of its collection is resources that concern contemporary art and artists. The Herron Art Library book collection totals over 29,000 volumes.  In addition, the library maintains Special Collections materials such as an artists' books study collection; a bookbinding collection; vertical files on local artists and arts organizations; as well as a significant Visual Resource Collection which includes over 154,000 slides, 1400 videos and DVDs.

Personnel [Faculty and Staff]

A list of Herron faculty and their academic backgrounds are provided under the section above (see “Full-time Faculty of Herron School of Art and Design (as of Spring 2006)”). Herron has in place the faculty needed to launch successfully the M.F.A. in Visual Art program as outlined in this proposal. The faculty, with appropriate expertise in research and in teaching, is in place to launch all the courses required in the new curricula, in the emphasis areas in the new graduate program. All the courses in the graduate curricula for the M.F.A. in Visual Art are offered only for graduate students. However, for scheduling purposes, some graduate courses (less than 50%) in the M.F.A. in Visual Art curriculum will be scheduled simultaneous with other courses for senior-level undergraduate students.  For example, graduate students may be enrolled in a course in art history, visual culture, or studio art (with appropriate graduate level requirements) that coincides with the offering of a parallel course taught by the same instructor for upper-level undergraduate students (the requirements for that course being appropriate for those upper-level undergraduate students). This is accepted practice in graduate programs in the visual arts, and meets the standards of the National Association of Schools of Art and Design. 

 Herron School of Art and Design has a professional staff to oversee all aspects of the administrative components of managing a successful graduate program, including staff with expertise in the administration of budgeting, marketing, recruiting, advising, fundraising, and curricular matters. The School is fully committed and capable of overseeing and coordinating all administrative aspects of the development of a successful new track in our M.F.A. in Visual Art. Herron’s administrative staff currently includes the following full-time positions:


Dean (w/ faculty appointment)

Executive Staff:


Associate Dean (w/ faculty appointment)

Director of Fiscal and Administrative Affairs

Chair, Department of Fine Arts (w/faculty appointment)


Chair, Department of Visual Communications (w/ faculty appointment)


Director of the Center for Art, Design and Public Life


Director of Development


Director of Marketing

Other full-time positions:


Coordinator of Foundations Program (w/faculty appointment)


Director of Student Services

Director of Herron Art Galleries


Technology Manager



Human Resources Specialist




Public Relations Specialist


Academic Advisor


Academic Advisor/Recruiter


Community Learning Coordinator

Printing Coordinator for Center for Art, Design and Public Life

Assistant to the Dean


Senior Administrative Secretary for Administration

Senior Administrative Secretary for Student Services


Senior Administrative Secretary for the Faculty


Computer Technician


Program Technicians:



Ceramics



Furniture Design



Photography



Printmaking



School Wood Shop



Sculpture

Campus Resources

Indiana University’s Herron School of Art and Design, on the campus of IUPUI, is ideally situated to offer a professional graduate program in the visual arts. IUPUI is an urban campus, just west of downtown Indianapolis. The IUPUI campus already houses programs awarding terminal professional graduate degrees in Law, Medicine, Dentistry, and Physical Therapy (the J.D., M.D., D.D.S., and D.P.T. respectively). The IUPUI campus offers graduate degree programs in public affairs (School of Public and Environmental Affairs), media arts and science (School of Informatics), human-computer interaction (School of Informatics), and business administration (Kelley School of Business). In concert with IUPUI’s other strong professional degree programs, there is a need and an opportunity for the state’s largest urban center to provide advanced professional education in the visual arts. There is a strong potential for collaboration as Herron develops its professional graduate program in the Visual Arts with other academic units across the IUPUI campus. Graduate students at Herron will be able to benefit from the extraordinary array of resources on the IUPUI campus, combining the strengths of both Indiana University and Purdue University.

Herron School of Art and Design will continue the relationships and collaborations that have already been established through the development of joint faculty appointments between Herron and the Museum Studies program in the School of Liberal Arts, and relationships for the presentation of visual art with other schools in IUPUI (a few recent examples include: the Medical School, Law School, Library, IUPUI Solution Center, and International Programs). These relationships will be developed and new ones established as the M.F.A. in Visual Art degree program is implemented and grows. The benefit derived from the collaborations for participants will be that of new information and awareness, unconventional approaches and new perspectives.

An important strength of the Master of Fine Arts in Visual Art will be in further developing relationships with the School of Informatics, IUPUI engineering programs, and Museum Studies. In 2004-05, a new faculty member—Public Scholar of Contemporary Art—was confirmed as a joint faculty appointment serving the IUPUI Museum Studies program in the School of Liberal Arts and Herron School of Art and Design. 

Urban Environment

An important resource for the development of this new graduate degree track in the visual arts at Herron is metropolitan Indianapolis. As one of the largest thirty cities in the United States (within a metropolitan region of approximately 1.5 million), Indianapolis provides the context for this graduate program to thrive. The arts are integral to Indianapolis’ long-range development plan, initiated by Mayor Bart Peterson. Indianapolis has dramatically expanded its infrastructure in the visual arts in the past decade. In just this past year (2005), contemporaneous with Herron’s move to its new headquarters on the I.U.P.U.I. campus, the Indianapolis Museum of Art, the Eiteljorg Museum, and the Indianapolis Art Center have also undergone extensive expansions. The Indianapolis Museum of Contemporary Art (iMOCA) has recently moved into a newly-refurbished facility in downtown Indianapolis, from where it offers a strong program of exhibitions and public events focusing on contemporary art. The City of Indianapolis has a strong public arts program, with such recent highly visible projects as the 2005 installation of sculptures by Tom Otterness throughout the city. The development of a graduate program in the visual arts in Indiana’s primary urban center makes eminent good sense. The presence of museums and other cultural institutions as well as corporations eager to partner with arts institutions offer opportunities unparalleled elsewhere in the state for graduate students to gain internships, commissions, service-learning opportunities, and community engagement experiences. Indianapolis is the government, economic, and culture center for the state. 

The development of this graduate program—with its emphasis on developing artists who are skilled in the demands and opportunities for art in the public realm—further enriches ties between the IUPUI campus and Herron with the civic life of Indianapolis. The Indianapolis Public Art Master Plan was prepared by the Freeman/Whitehurst Group in 2003 for the Arts Council of Indianapolis, with funding support from the city’s Cultural Development Commission as one of the components of the Cultural Tourism initiative. The plan provides an exciting blueprint for the integration of visual art into the fabric of the city: to help create public spaces that are more exciting both physically and mentally, and to help create public events that resonate more deeply with the city’s history and unique cultural identity. It is significant that Indianapolis has embarked on this mission to infuse the arts throughout the ongoing development of the city’s built environment and civic life because the city has had a long tradition in public art. Monument Circle, at the heart of the city, is just one example of the monumental public art that gives texture, meaning, and focus to the metropolitan area. “The core vision for public art in Indianapolis is for: making art a more visible and accessible part of the urban landscape, combining art and history, creating permanent and temporary works to enhance the city and make it more lively, and doing all this via collaborative efforts.” (p. 6, Indianapolis Public Art Master Plan) 

Increasing opportunities for art to mesh with daily living is a significant ingredient in enriching the quality of life in the Indianapolis metropolitan area. In developing such a vision, we parallel other major metropolitan areas that have demonstrated how interest in contemporary art translates into a thriving cultural community. To cite three examples, Vita Brevis in Boston, Art Angel in London, and Creative Time in New York City have all fostered a growing recognition that public art helps makes cities more livable, and more intriguing places to visit and work in.
Prospective students in the visual arts increasingly seek experience in a large urban environment. Larger urban centers are the centers for opportunities in the visual arts throughout the United States. If Indiana as a state is to reach its potential as a magnet for drawing in and retaining a healthy share of the brightest talents in the visual arts, it is imperative that Indianapolis’ graduate program be supported. All of our competing cities in the Midwest and nearby areas have graduate programs in the visual arts: Chicago, Minneapolis, St. Louis, Cleveland, Detroit, Cincinnati, Columbus (Ohio), Pittsburgh, and Memphis. In developing this graduate program, however, we are not engaged in simply a game of catch-up. The plans for this program will leap-frog Indianapolis into the forefront in the training of artists in the practice of public art, a rapidly advancing field that lacks sufficient opportunities for graduate training.

The development of a graduate program in the Visual Arts at Herron will help fuel the enhancement of the quality of life in the state’s primary region for large economic growth. Creative thinkers are in demand for start-up businesses and projects in a wide range of cultural activities and institutions. Herron’s graduate degree programs (in both Visual Communication and now Visual Art) will prepare students in highly transferable and critically-important skills: creative thinking, understanding the relationship of visual form and the production of cognitive meaning, skilled applications of tools and materials, meeting strict project demands, working collaboratively, and articulating complex processes in oral, written, and visual formats. Overall, it will have a positive effect on employment in the state, as an outgrowth of a more vital and vibrant level of creative activity.

As noted above, Herron has initiated the Center for Art, Design, and Public Life. The Center for Art, Design, and Public Life develops and manages public fine art projects for Herron School of Art and Design students and faculty.  With the objective of providing real-world opportunities and budgets large enough to allow students to work in scales and materials beyond normal course-based projects, the Center matches the artistic resources of the school with the appropriate community partner.  Current projects in development include the following:

· A public art exhibition of work by Herron photography and sculpture students in which the artists will respond to themes associated with the USA Track and Field National Outdoor Championships being held in Indianapolis in 2006 and 2007.  Work produced by photography students will be installed as billboards in Indianapolis around the time of the events.  Sculptures will be installed in public areas of downtown throughout the summer of each year.

· Collaboration between Herron and the commercial developers of new communities in Carmel and Zionsville, Indiana will lead to the ongoing rotation of new works by Herron sculptors, furniture designers, printmakers, and installation artists.  Parks, paths, buildings, and other common areas are being identified and outfitted for the installation of public art as the communities develop over the next several years.

· Herron has been identified or is in negotiation to become a partner in most on-going major civic development projects in Indianapolis including the new Simon headquarters, the new Indianapolis Airport, the city’s new sports stadium, and the expansion of the Indianapolis Convention Center.  Projects will range from permanent installations to temporary exhibitions.

The Center additionally develops internships, manages two galleries, and handles all public programming in an attempt to connect the school’s primary educational mission with its role in the community as a premier provider of visual arts.

Herron’s Center for Art, Design and Public Life will be the point of contact for businesses, nonprofit organizations and the community to develop partnerships with graduate students at Herron School of Art and Design. The Center for Art, Design and Public Life coalesces Herron’s externally funded research and creative activities and provides a formal structure for students to engage in professional practice while developing client relationships with community partners. These activities serve as professional training for artists, designers and art educators, which is the core mission of Herron’s Master Degree programs (including the new M.F.A. in Visual Art, proposed here).

Indiana benefits greatly from this type of student civic engagement. Clients will gain a better understanding and appreciation for the creative process and production by working with Herron graduate students and faculty on art and design projects. Students will benefit because they will be given opportunities to work on commissioned art and design projects that will be viewed in the public or business context. The emphasis on civic engagement and collaborative learning experiences will contribute to the cultural vitality of Indiana and enhance our state’s reputation as a place where creative thinking is valued. 

IMPACT ON UNDERGRADUATE AND OTHER GRADUATE PROGRAMS

According to Fall 2005 Enrollment Statistics, Herron enrolled a total of 808 undergraduate students seeking a degree major at Herron School of Art and Design. (Note: 787 other students enrolled at IUPUI also took elective arts classes at Herron during Fall 2005.) The students seeking degrees at Herron were enrolled in the following majors:


Art History




  47


Art Education




  36

Pre-Art Education



  80


Fine Arts majors (includes Ceramics, 

Furniture Design, General Fine Arts, Painting, 

Photography, Printmaking, and Sculpture)  

185

Pre Fine Arts




394


Visual Communication.



  66


Total undergrad majors =  


808

Enrollment at Herron in the current Spring 2006 semester has increased over the Fall 2005 statistics listed above, to total undergraduate majors of 838.  Herron is the largest school of art and design in the state of Indiana in terms of the number of students who we serve who are majoring in a degree program at the school. The proposed new degree program – M.F.A. in Visual Art – will enrich the educational experiences of Herron undergraduate students. Undergraduate majors at Herron will gain opportunities to engage with the graduate students in this track—a selection of the graduate students will be given assignments, through the awarding of Graduate Assistantships that will provide opportunities for systematic interaction.  Graduate students will serve as teachers and teaching assistants in selected studio art classes; graduate students will serve as technical assistants in studio labs. The undergraduate students at Herron will thereby gain exposure to the ideas, work processes, and experiential knowledge of a wide group of people who are committed to pursuing their own educational and professional goals as visual artists. The presence of graduate students at Herron will expand and enrich the knowledge and expertise of the regular faculty. The graduate students will bring fresh ideas and knowledge from their respective undergraduate programs and professional experiences. The contemporary practice of the visual arts is an incredibly dynamic, fast-changing arena. Graduate students provide an up-to-the-minute window on how emerging professionals are influencing the shift of paradigms in the field.    

The addition of graduate students will provide significant new opportunities for Herron’s undergraduate students to observe role models who have the experience, commitment, and knowledge required to succeed at the professional level in visual art. Grad students will have studio spaces at Herron; thus undergrads will be able to observe their creative process and products. The graduate students will provide a wealth of new information, experience and talent to our community. They will diversify and enrich the approaches to art making within Herron and the community. Offering a graduate program at Herron in Visual Art will considerably expand the linkages between Herron, the Indianapolis arts community and other institutions and arts professionals on a national and international level.   

COMPATIBILITY WITH UNIVERSITY AND CAMPUS MISSIONS

Context and Background 

IUPUI is the largest and most comprehensive university in the capital city of Indianapolis.  It operates in a service area of about 1.5 million people and enrolls approximately 29,000 students. IUPUI is classified as a Doctoral/Research-Intensive university according to the 2000 Carnegie Classification system. IUPUI has approximately 188 authorized degree programs and a total operating budget of almost $916 million dollars. There are 1,992 full-time faculty and approximately 4,511 full-time appointed staff on campus. IUPUI is the major urban research university in the state and produces substantial numbers of professional degrees in the health professions and law. In 2003, IUPUI awarded 611 associate degrees, 2,430 bachelor’s degrees, 1,087 master’s degrees, 24 doctoral degrees and 598 professional degrees.  The total number of degrees offered was 5,207.

Mission of IUPUI 


Urban research campus mission: “IUPUI:  This campus should continue its development as the urban research campus of Indiana University and the state.  The core and system schools concept for terminal degrees should be continued and strengthened.  IUPUI is now ready and should be permitted to offer selected Ph.D. and other terminal graduate degrees consistent with the environment of central Indiana and the strengths of the campus.  This campus is clearly set for a future as the urban and medical science campus of the state of Indiana and of IU.”  (p. 17 of  “Eight Campus Identities, One Shared Destiny”, which constitutes the Final Report of the Mission Differentiation Project, 2005.) 

· RATIONALE for Herron’s M.F.A. in Visual Art, at IUPUI:  The development of the proposed track focuses on the development of creative research activities that are directly tied to and take advantage of the urban community of central Indiana. A key educational focus of this graduate degree track—community engagement and public art in a major urban setting—cannot be developed effectively elsewhere in the state.

Graduate education as a campus mission: IUPUI is among the nation’s 10 largest sites for graduate professional education.  “Each campus wants more graduate instruction to be delivered.  At several sites, the demand for graduate education appears to emanate not just from the concept of an expanded mission and potential growth, but more significantly and substantively from the community itself…IUPUI desires additional graduate degrees at both master’s and doctoral levels, which are linked to IUPUI’s academic strengths in the health sciences, philanthropy, liberal arts and the professions as they relate to the urban environment of the city of Indianapolis.” (p. 11 of  “Eight Campus Identities, One Shared Destiny”, which constitutes the Final Report of the Mission Differentiation Project, 2005.)

· RATIONALE for the M.F.A. in Visual Art at Herron: This graduate program directly enriches the development of art and culture as necessary components of the development of Indianapolis into a first-class city of the 21st century. The Mayor of Indianapolis and a wide array of prominent business and political leaders of central Indiana have all emphasized growth in the arts and other cultural activities as a key ingredient in further enriching the quality of life in the urban environment of Indianapolis. This graduate degree track will accelerate the changes now underway: Indianapolis is developing a reputation for offering an environment where creativity and innovation are valued. Creative leadership is at the forefront of all economic and social progress. Our new graduate program (the M.F.A. in Visual Art) is designed to focus on training artists in professional strategies that involve opportunities within the urban context.

 Professional education as a campus mission:  “IUPUI plays a distinct role as the state’s largest center for graduate professional education especially in the health sciences and as a campus that depends on active learning embedded in the professional practice community. [Emphasis added.] In the last decade, IUPUI has become one of the State’s three research campuses and now plays an essential role in economic development.” (IUPUI’s Commitment to Excellence Plan, 2003)  

· RATIONALE: The M.F.A. in Visual Art will be offered within Herron, Indiana’s only stand-alone professional school of art and design. In order for the IUPUI campus to enhance overall graduate training in a rich spectrum of professional practices, it is vital that a research area in visual arts be allowed to thrive, alongside the recognized strengths of IUPUI in such other professional areas as medicine, law, and business.
· IUPUI awards more professional degrees already than any other campus within IU. The development of the M.F.A. in Visual Art as a professional degree at Herron is consistent with this campus’ profile. 

· In order to achieve a comparable level of research, teaching, and service excellence as the other professional schools on the IUPUI campus, Herron requires the development of comparable excellence in graduate education.

Civic Engagement as a campus mission: One distinguishing characteristic of the IUPUI campus is the central emphasis placed on civic engagement within the mission of the institution. IUPUI is recognized nationally as a leading campus for civic engagement. The Princeton Review conducted a recent national study to identify the leading colleges and universities that have developed best practices in civic engagement. IUPUI is one of the 81 schools of higher education identified nationally, and, along with Notre Dame, one of only two institutions in Indiana. “Over the past two decades, these institutions of higher education have refocused on their civic mission by pioneering new strategies for creating more engaged citizens. Recent research has identified innovative methods and highlighted best practices for connecting classroom experience to community engagement.” [See:  The Princeton Review, “Colleges with a Conscience”  http://www.princetonreview.com/college/research/conscience/default.asp]

· RATIONALE for the M.F.A. in Visual Art at Herron: A key component of the graduate degree will be civic engagement. Herron excels in furthering this campus-wide mission. Herron’s graduate program will build on our recognition that art and design, made within a public context for public viewing and interaction, demand the highest standards of professional quality. Both graduate programs at Herron leading to the Master of Fine Arts degree (in Visual Communication and Visual Art) will utilize the Herron Center for Art, Design, and Public Life to help orchestrate community engagement as a central component of teaching, research, and service learning. 

Urban research university profile: “IUPUI:  This campus has a clear sense as a great urban university, one of the nation’s fastest growing, with a responsibility to serve greater Indianapolis through a broad array of academic programs and community outreach. It has a well-articulated and commonly understood role as an innovator in teaching and learning, and as a leader in the Indianapolis community” (pp. 14-15 of  “Eight Campus Identities, One Shared Destiny”, which constitutes the Final Report of the Mission Differentiation Project, 2005.)

· RATIONALE: The development of a strong graduate program in Visual Art at Herron will take full advantage of the distinctive features and advantages of IUPUI and Indianapolis. By offering an M.F.A. in Visual Art, IUPUI will join the ranks of other urban research universities that recognize the special role graduate programs in art play in the cultural life of their cities. Among the twelve peer institutions identified by IUPUI as comparable in size, urban location, and demographics, the strong majority now offer the M.F.A. in Visual Art.

Campus focus on arts, culture, and tourism: In its revision of its Mission Statement (12/8/04), the campus outlined its focus: “IUPUI will advance Indiana and Indianapolis by focusing on life sciences, information technologies, advanced manufacturing, nonprofit organizations, and arts [emphasis added], culture, and tourism.”

· RATIONALE: Offering the graduate degree program, as outlined in this application, is consistent with the overall mission of IUPUI. The successful development of Herron’s graduate programs is being planned as a vital component of making Indianapolis a thriving metropolitan community in which to live, to work and to raise families. Herron cannot reach its full potential in meeting the IUPUI mission of civic engagement without the development of a quality graduate program in its largest field of study – the creative practice of the visual arts. This graduate program is central to IUPUI and Herron missions.

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

Our implementation plan for the new degree track consists of the following:

· Fall 2004 and Spring 2005: begin developing plans for new track, M.F.A. in Visual Art. Planning is conducted by Herron’s Department of Fine Arts M.F.A. Committee

· Fall 2005: complete planning and writing Proposal for new track; receive approval for all plans by Herron’s Department of Fine Arts M.F.A. Committee, Herron’s school-wide Academic Affairs Committee, and Dean of Herron School of Art and Design [these levels of approval are now met]

· January 2006:  submit Proposal for M.F.A. in Visual Art to IUPUI Office of Graduate Programs to initiate the approval process at the campus level

· Spring 2006:  Seek approval from all necessary levels of review: at IUPUI and Indiana University Trustees and Indiana Commission for Higher Education to initiate new degree program

· Spring 2006:  Develop plans for marketing the new degree track and recruiting students; develop final plans for financial aid programs; develop plans for Herron’s website to include information about the new graduate track 

· Summer 2006: Complete the development of marketing materials

· Fall 2006:  Launch recruiting program; complete writing Handbook for Graduate Students in the M.F.A. in Visual Art (this clarifies all administrative policies and rules for moving through the curriculum)  

· Fall 2006:  Send Herron representatives to Graduate Portfolio Days and on site-visits to other campuses for recruiting

· Spring 2007:  Review applications, accept students, award financial aid scholarships and assistantships, make recommendations for housing options

· Fall 2007:  First graduate students enroll in M.F.A. in Visual Art program

· Spring 2008:  First graduate students proceed thru Midpoint Review in the M.F.A.

· Fall 2008:  First graduate students proceed thru 3/4 Point Review in the M.F.A.

· Spring 2009: First students mount Final Thesis Exhibitions and other Thesis Projects, defend thesis to M.F.A. Advisory Committees, and receive degrees

· Spring 2009:  Conduct Assessment study of to determine at the point of the graduation of first class of students how effective the program is in meeting program objectives and learning objectives for students

PLAN FOR ADMINISTERING THE PROGRAM

The Herron School of Art and Design located on the IUPUI Campus will administer the M.F.A. in Visual Art degree program. Dean Valerie Eickmeier will have final administrative authority in overseeing all aspects of the graduate program. Additional administrative support and leadership for the M.F.A. in Visual Art will be provided by Herron’s Associate Dean, Director of Fiscal and Administrative Affairs, Chair of the Department of Fine Arts, and the Fine Arts Department’s M.F.A. Committee (this is a faculty-led committee composed of 4 faculty members, Fine Arts Dept. Chair and Associate Dean). The Chair of the Department of Fine Arts will be responsible for scheduling graduate classes and overseeing the evaluation of the graduate faculty’s teaching and related research.

Each graduate student in the M.F.A. in Visual Art program will be assigned a Faculty Advisor (this will be a faculty member with expertise in the graduate student’s area of studio emphasis). The Faculty Advisor will oversee all aspects of tracking the student’s progress through all phases of the curriculum. The Faculty Advisor will also serve as Chair of the graduate student’s M.F.A. Advisory Committee. The M.F.A. Advisory Committee will meet with the graduate student at key checkpoints to assess each student’s overall progress: at the completion of 30-credits (midpoint); at the completion of 45-credits; and the Final Review of the graduate student’s Thesis project and written thesis at the completion of the full 60-credits required for the degree. The M.F.A. Advisory Committee will provide regular, systematic feedback to the graduate student about her/his development of professional-level skills, cognitive development, specific assessment of the body of work being created, and provide guidance for the Thesis project/exhibition and written Thesis statement. 

The M.F.A. program will undergo regular evaluation by the Fine Arts Department’s M.F.A. curriculum committee, the Herron Academic Affairs Committee, Fine Arts Department Chair, Associate Dean, and the Dean of the School. Evaluations will be based on review of the curriculum, student development, and overall competency of student work. Outside evaluation will be provided by Herron’s accreditation agency, National Association of Schools of Art and Design. Student thesis exhibitions and oral examinations will also provide opportunity to evaluate the program. In addition, surveys and interviews will be conducted with partners and clients to determine if coursework and collaborative experiences are relevant and meaningful. Program evaluation will be monitored regularly on an individual student basis. The progress of each graduate student will be evaluated at the end of 30 credit hours, 45 credit hours, and at the presentation of the culminating thesis project. 

COMPARISON WITH SIMILAR PROGRAMS AT OTHER UNIVERSITIES AND AT OTHER CAMPUSES OF INDIANA UNIVERSITY

Comparison with programs at other campuses of Indiana University

The development of a graduate program in Visual Art at Herron will focus on specific emphasis areas:  Furniture Design, Sculpture, and Printmaking. These emphasis areas are distinct within the Indiana University system. There is no emphasis in Furniture Design on another campus of IU. The Sculpture area at Herron is distinct in its emphasis on providing students experience in planning and executing large-scale sculpture projects (both permanent and temporary) available within the large urban setting of central Indiana. These projects have become an integral part of the Herron undergraduate sculpture program; the graduate program will build on these opportunities for planning sculptural projects in public spaces (both interior and exterior), institutional spaces, and private settings. The Printmaking emphasis at Herron takes advantage of Herron’s Center for Art, Design, and Public Life—with its focus on community engagement (within the framework of teaching, research, and service) and such experiential and technological resources as Herron’s Design Centre and Print Center. Herron’s printmaking faculty members are active in the field nationally and internationally, and a key feature of this program will be the development of projects involving collaborations with artists in other cities. 

Comparison with similar programs at other universities

Herron’s M.F.A. in Visual Art curriculum will share some important similarities with many other graduate programs in studio art across the United States. Like other programs, ours will subscribe to the fundamental tenets of graduate study in the visual art as clarified by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design (see the final section in this proposal for an analysis of how our program meets requirements for curricular breadth and depth outlined by NASAD). We share with many other top tier schools – such as the Rhode Island School of Design, to cite just one example – a curricular framework culminating in each student’s development of her/his own thesis. The thesis consists of a thesis body of work together with a final exhibition or other large-scale public presentation and written documentation supporting the thesis theme. 

Herron’s new Master of Fine Arts in Visual Art program will be on the leading edge of academic programs that focus on training a new generation of artists to intersect with their environment in deeply meaningful strategies. We share with a few other institutions this cutting-edge focus, including The Art Institute of Chicago, University of Washington (Seattle), California College of the Arts (CCA), and the College of Fine Arts at Carnegie Mellon University (Pittsburgh). 

The Art Institute of Chicago recently launched a program that focuses on Public Practice, within which “graduate and undergraduate students explore public art theoretically and practically through…offerings in all media and areas of critical study, an open interdisciplinary way of working, and real-world experience.”

The University of Washington (Seattle) recently announced plans to develop a sequence of courses leading to the development of undergraduate and graduate degrees in public art. The focus of the program will be on developing artists who can explore the possibilities of public art in the 21st century. The program will be rich in interdisciplinary learning opportunities. 

California College of the Arts inaugurated a curriculum focusing on community-based arts practice and theory, with an emphasis on service learning, civic engagement and issues in diversity.  

Our closest similarity in terms of the overall mission and scope of our graduate program at Herron is with The College of Fine Arts at Carnegie Mellon University (Pittsburgh). Like Herron, Carnegie Mellon’s graduate program focuses on advanced practices in the visual arts developed in projects that range across public, interdisciplinary, collaborative, experimental, and meaningful content in ways that move beyond simply art for art’s sake.  And, like Herron’s Center for Art, Design, and Public Life, Carnegie Mellon has developed a Center for Creative Inquiry as the incubator for projects. According to Carnegie Mellon, “The STUDIO is a center for experimental and interdisciplinary arts in the College of Fine Arts at Carnegie Mellon University. Founded in 1989, the STUDIO connects artistic enterprises to academic disciplines across the Carnegie Mellon campus, to the community of Pittsburgh and beyond. The STUDIO's mission is to support creation and exploration in the arts, especially interdisciplinary projects that bring together the arts, sciences, technology, and the humanities, and impact local and global communities.” Artists’ projects organized by the Studio at Carnegie Mellon have addressed many themes and issues, such as: the meaning, form, and function of the three river systems and 53 streams of Alleghany County, Pennsylvania, and an artwork that allowed viewers to “explore” Mars digitally. 

Herron’s focus in its new MFA track in Visual Art also shares fundamental goals with the overall mission of the Carnegie Mellon College of Fine Arts.  The mission of CMU’s program in fine arts is defined below.  Of particular shared importance in both Herron and CMU’s programs are an emphasis on the artist as an active member of society, the location of an innovative art program within the interdisciplinary resources of a large research university, and the contribution of the visual arts program to the quality of life in the surrounding urban environment.


The School of Art at Carnegie Mellon: 

•Considers, in practical and visionary terms, the role of art and the artist in society. 

•Encourages experimentation, crossing boundaries, and hybrid processes as well as engaging the history and traditions of art. 

•Combines the advantages of a renowned and innovative professional studio program with the interdisciplinary resources of a top tier university. 

•Offers an expansive and inclusive approach toward educating artists, embracing new and established technologies in material and virtual realms. 

•Provides extensive training and state-of-the-art facilities in a supportive environment with a professionally active faculty who focus on students as individuals. 

•Engages with local and international communities through events, courses, internships, and study abroad. 

•Resides in and contributes to a city and region with countless cultural and recreational opportunities. 

•Cultivates and celebrates diversity in educating artists for and of the future. 

•Shares and promotes the accomplishments of faculty, students, alumni and guests as they contribute to our culture with creativity and intelligence.
COMPATIBILITY OF PROPOSED CURRICULUM WITH ACCREDITATION ESTABLISHED BY GOVERNMENTAL BODIES OR BY RELEVANT PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Herron has been professionally accredited since 1952.  Herron’s M.F.A. in Visual Art will meet all the standards and guidelines outlined by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD) for a terminal degree within the category of “Practice-Oriented Degrees”. (NASAD Handbook, 2005-2006, pp. 107-108) Key standards that are met by Herron’s proposed MFA in Visual Art are: “An M.F.A. program requires the equivalent of at least two years of full-time graduate study, with a minimum of 60 semester credit hours.” According to NASAD, “the necessary components of M.F.A. degrees are (1) studio practice; (2) academic studies concerned with visual media such as history, critical analysis, aesthetics, methodology, and related humanities; and (3) work in both studio and academic studies that fosters abilities to integrate knowledge and skills in the visual arts and to make connections and integrations with other fields appropriate to the individual’s program of study.”  Herron’s program will meet all the specific guidelines cited by NASAD in providing these components:


NASAD GUIDELINE:  A minimum of 65% of the total credits for the degree shall be in studio.   

HERRON’S M.F.A. IN VISUAL ART PROVIDES: A minimum of 65% of the total credits for the 60-credit degree = 39 credits.

STUDIO PRACTICE:
39 – 45 credits, distributed as follows:

Studio Emphasis classes:




I: Materials and Methods


6




II: Theory into Practice



6




III: Advanced Practice



6





IV:  Thesis Exhibit/ Project


6






24



 Collaboration and Public Art Studio classes:

 Interdisciplinary Collaboration


3 






Urban Art Context



3-6









6-9


Studio Electives =




9 - 15

NASAD GUIDELINE:  At least 50% of the total credits for the degree shall be in the major area. Institutions with a more general program should use more general titles such as M.F.A. in Studio Art, M.F.A. in Design. The studio component consists of supervised curricular experiences, as well as independent study. All of these produce knowledge and skills that enable the student to produce a final project of high professional quality.

Herron’s M.F.A. program offers a minimum of 50% of the total credits in the major area. These courses consist of the required Studio Emphasis classes (24 credits) and studio classes in collaboration and public art practice (6-9 credits) for a minimum total of 30 credits. Students may also elect additional classes in their emphasis area (up to 6 credits). In keeping with NASAD’s recommendation, the Herron degree will bear the general title of M.F.A. in Visual Art.

NASAD GUIDLINE:  A minimum of 15% of the total credits for the degree should be in academic studies concerned with visual media. Course assignments should be made with careful consideration of (1) the scope and objectives of the student’s program and (2) the content of studies completed at the undergraduate level. Academic study should continue throughout the graduate program.

Herron’s M.F.A. program offers a minimum of 20% of the total credits in academic studies concerned with visual media (12 credits minimum). These courses are planned to meet the learning objectives for students who enroll in Herron’s program, seeking to understand the artist’s role within society, the work of art’s function within visual culture, and to gain professional level competencies in practicing their own work within a 21st century urban context. 

ACADEMIC STUDIES CONCERNED WITH VISUAL MEDIA:



Art History



 

3 – 6



Art Theory & Criticism /or/ A Critical Approach to Art
3



Visual Culture





3











9 – 12 total 

 AND Project Management/Professional Practices/Public Art
3

NASAD GUIDELINE:  “Elective studies are important in M.F.A. programs, since they provide opportunities for students to follow specific areas of interest related to their areas of specialization or their prospective careers. It is strongly recommended that at least 10% of the total program be reserved for electives.”

Herron’s M.F.A. in Visual Art provides a minimum of 20% in elective coursework, consisting of: 

Studio Electives





9-15

University Studio Art Teaching Practicum

0 - 3






Free Elective





0 - 3

Academic Electives




3 – 6









12 – 18 Credits

Proposal Appendices are attached. 
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