Request for New Certificate Program

School of Public and Environmental Affairs -
Graduate Certificate in Social Entrepreneurship
1.  Are the goals clear and achievable?

Yes, the creation of a formal certificate program recognizes the fact that as public and private funding has become scarcer, the use of entrepreneurial business principles has become increasingly important in the management of government and nonprofit enterprises.  This certificate should help train government and nonprofit mangers to better serve their clients in ways that are more effective and economical.  Further, business leaders need to be more cognizant of how their operations may interact with the larger community, the government, and the nonprofit institutions of society.       

2.  Is the program academically sound?

Yes, the program is based on the current Master of Public Affairs (MPA) and Master of Business Administration (MBA) programs, allowing MPA students to take up to 12 hours from the Kelley School of Business, while MBA students may take up to 15 from SPEA.   
            

3.  Are faculty resources available to offer this certificate without undercutting other key missions of the unit?

Yes, this certificate program will be supported through existing course offerings that are adequately staffed. 

            

4.  Is there overlap, either real or potential, with any other unit that could harm the program or be exploited to help the program?

This program represents a synergistic use of existing resources that cover overlapping or related subjects.  
5.  My recommendation, comments/concerns regarding this proposal…

I encourage the GAC to support the creation of this program.  It feels a real need and allows existing units to better serve their graduate students’ interests.  

Sincerely, 

Steven L. Jones 

Associate Professor of Finance and Chair, Indianapolis MBA Program 
Kelley School of Business, Indiana University 
801 West Michigan Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46202-5151
