








April 19, 2006

Combined MD/Philosophy MA Degrees – Review2
As I originally read this document, I was trying to figure out the questions that needed to be answered. Overall, I see no reason not to have this as an option for the students. If they would like to have a MA along with their MD, that is fine. Upon receiving your questions, I think some can be answered, while others already appear to have been answered. 
#1-The goals are stated clearly and a student could complete both degrees in a 5 year timeframe.

#2- It appears academically sound.

#3-This must have been answered by the medical school, although it would have been nice to have received a letter or information from the School of Medicine about this program. (Rather than the single line about its approval) #4-I do not see any overlap.

#5- I would recommend approval, with two minor concerns. I did not like the part where they describe achieving a level 3 competency by completing this program. The wording suggests it as the way to do this, which my suggest to medical students that they have no other options for achieving the level 3 in Ethics and Moral Reasoning. I think they should point out that this is one way to achieve it, but not the only way. The second concern surrounds the lack of description on the 'capstone' for the MA degree. I am confused over when these credits will be taken, and exactly what the requirements will be to finish up the MA degree.
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