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Are the goals clear and achievable?

Yes. The requirement of 181credits for the combined degree rather 164 for the M.D., adds a 5th year of study to the traditional 4 year program. The program design is flexible and allows for the year devoted to the MA of Philosophy to be taken after the 2nd or 3rd year of medical school. Course requirements are reasonable.

Is the program academically sound?

Yes. The combination of traditional Medical School electives (8 credits) with six courses from the curriculum for bioethics plus the thesis, seems to be comprehensive and sound.
Are the faculty resources available?

The courses outlined for this program are already in place. There are no new offerings so, resources should be established.

Is their overlap?

No. This is a unique combined program and builds on the strengths of the School of Medicine, the Department of Philosophy and the Bioethics Center at Indiana University. I think it is long overdue in the era of technological triumphs and spiritual depletion.

My recommendations are to approve without revision.

