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Summary of proposal: The Department of Philosophy in the School of Liberal Arts is proposing to offer a 15 credit graduate certificate in bioethics.  The certificate would not require the development of any new courses but would instead use the courses already in place for the MA.

1.  Goals clear and achievable: The application stresses that the certificate may attract “students who are already enrolled elsewhere” such as at “Purdue University or the University of Notre Dame” or “students in programs that have an international exchange program” to include “Moi University”.  I was unable to tell if the certificate will be solely residential or if any of the courses are offered in a distance format.  If all courses require physical presence on campus, I would suggest that this be stated explicitly and then make the point that indeed people from other institutions may be interested in the certificate but it would require them to physically come to campus.

2.  Program academic soundness: The program uses courses already in existence that have been approved for the MA degree and faculty who are already at IUPUI.  Therefore, the program appears academically sound.

3.  Faculty resources: The faculty will already be teaching the courses listed in the certificate, so the key missions of the unit should not be adversely affected.

4.  Overlap: The presence of the Center for Bioethics as a participant is a strength.

5.  Recommendation, comments: Approve with the suggestion to be explicit about opportunity to take courses at a distance or the requirement of physical presence on campus.
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