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The School of Nursing is committed to maintaining a PhD program that is current, relevant and responsive to the changes and needs in higher education and a global health care delivery system. To maintain this excellence, faculty continually monitor trends in the discipline and beyond, and apply them to student learning as appropriate. The attached table summarizes the updates that have been made within the degree, without changing the degree’s research-intensive focus, the program outcomes and competencies, the credit hours or fundamental program structure. The updates are based on the following documents/sources:

American Academy of Colleges of Nursing (2001) Indicators of quality in research-focused doctoral programs in nursing.

Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching (2002). Overview of the Carnegie Initiative on the Doctorate and Preparing Stewards of the Discipline  

External Review of the IUSON PhD Program (2000, 2001) and the Report of the Re-Vision of the PhD in Nursing Task Force who responded to their recommendations (2002, 2003) 
National League for Nursing (2002). Position Statement: The Preparation of Nurse Educators.

Nyquist, J. & Wulff, D.H. (2002). Re-envisioning the PhD: Recommendations from National Studies on Doctoral Education. (Pew Charitable Trust). 
Summary of modifications in PhD in Nursing Science – August 2004
	Component
	Prior
	Changes
	Comments

	Theory
	N502 Nursing Theory I

N607 Nursing Theory II
	D607 Nursing Theory II

New:  Mid-Range Theory
	Students often come with masters-level theory course, or if in the post-BSN option, they take N502 in their masters work. Therefore, we strengthened the theory content by adding Mid-range. This course emphasizes theory development with specific attention to concept and statement clarification.

	Research
	R500 Nursing Research I 

R600 Nursing Research II          
	R500 Nursing Research I

R600a Nursing Research II

R600b Nursing Research III
	Divided R600 into 2 courses, allowing greater depth in non-experimental, experimental and quasi-experimental designs.

	Research Methods
	Two optional courses:

R610 Qualitative Methods 

R611 Adv Qualitative Methods

       
	All student required to take R610 Qual Methods
Also, students chose an advanced methodology course, either qualitative or quantitative
	Gives every student exposure and beginning expertise in qualitative methodology, with the opportunity to drill deeper into preferred methodology.

	Proseminars & Prof. dev’mnt core
	D730 State of Nsg Science I

D731 State of Nsg Science II
	D700 Nsg Research Seminar

New Preparing Future Faculty
	Rearranged more current content into more relevant structure.

	Credit hours
	90
	90
	Same

	Program Plan structure (with credit hours)
	Theory, Research, Statistics: 24 

Nursing Science Major: 30 

Minor: 12

Dissertation 24
	Prof Development Core: 8

Theory 6

Research and Methods 25

Nursing Major: 21

Minor 12

Dissertation 18
	New gain of 7 credit hrs in theory and research. Professional Development Core includes Nursing Research Seminar (including grantsmanship) (3), Introduction to Research Ethics (3) and Preparing Future Faculty (2)

	Focus areas
	Acute & Chronic Health Probs.

Environments for Health

Family Health Adaptation

Health Promotion
	Clinical Nursing Science

Health Systems
	Organized into cleaner alignment with faculty research and Centers of Excellence within school.


