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The following proposal for a new LL.M. degree track in international and comparative law is the first major programmatic initiative developed by the Center for International and Comparative Law. It ties together our existing course offerings in these areas and suggests the gradual development of some additional courses. Without requiring significant new human and financial resources, the proposal would allow the law school to attract three important new groups of students, namely foreign and American students looking for a broad international and comparative program, as well as legal professionals in the Indianapolis area interested in post-graduate international legal studies alongside employment.

At its meeting on Thursday, October 30, 2003, the Curriculum Committee unanimously approved the proposal. It was submitted to the Faculty on Tuesday, 4 November and again approved unanimously.

The proposal is now submitted to the Graduate Affairs Committee. Since the law school would like to enroll the first group of students in the academic year 2004/05, it would be greatly appreciated if the GAC could consider this proposal at its meeting in November.

I. Campus: IUPUI

II. Proposed Degree: “LL.M. in International and Comparative Law.” This is a new track, to be added to the existing “LL.M. in American Law for Foreign Lawyers” at Indiana University School of Law - Indianapolis.

III. Projected Date of Implementation: Admission of the first class into this new track is anticipated for the fall of 2004. Appropriate faculty are in place for teaching the courses in the program.

IV. Major Objectives of the Proposed Degree Track and its Chief Features:
Major Objectives: Education of American and foreign legal professionals in the area of international and comparative law; additional electives for J.D. students.

Indiana University School of Law - Indianapolis already offers a Master’s Program in American Law for Foreign Lawyers. The proposed new degree track would diversify the study opportunities for foreign lawyers, giving us a larger pool of qualified foreign applicants from which to choose. Even more importantly, the new degree track would open post-graduate study opportunities for American legal professionals from Indiana​polis, as well as other parts of Indiana and the United States. In addition to a full-time one year Master’s Program, the law school would also offer a number of courses in the format of evening courses, making it possible for legal professionals from the Indiana​polis area to pursue the degree part-time while retaining their present employment. This should promote the integration of the law school with the State Bar Association, larger corporations with legal departments in Indianapolis, and other legal professionals in private practice and public service.

In a globalizing world, legal professionals serving corporations, NGOs, or government agencies are increasingly confronted with work that reaches beyond the national frontiers. Hence, there is a dire need for more legal professionals with at least some understanding of the basic notions of European, Asian, Arab, and Latin American legal systems, as well as the ground rules of international law for transnational commercial and other activities. This need exists both in the U.S. and abroad, opening opportunities of bringing together American and foreign lawyers in a small and intensive program where the horizontal exchange between the students complements the work in and for the courses.

Professors are in place to teach the courses and the administrative staff is ready and equipped to support larger numbers of post-graduate students coming to the law school. Thus, additional cost for this degree track is limited and tuition could be set at a level sufficient to generate net revenues for the law school. 

Admission Requirements: The criteria for eligibility follow the same basic rules as the existing degree track “LL.M. in American Law for Foreign Lawyers.” Foreign applicants must hold an academic degree in law from a nationally recognized educational institu​tion in their home country that would be considered equivalent to a Juris Doctor (J.D.) or a Bachelor of Law (LL.B.) or must otherwise be admitted to the practice of law. American applicants must hold a J.D. from an ABA-accredited law school. In exceptio​nal cases, applicants may be considered with an academic degree other than in law. In all cases, documentation of academic degrees and, where applicable, a law license, is required.

To be eligible for admission, a non-native English speaker also must have a score of at least 550 on the paper-based TOEFL, a score of at least 213 on the computer-based TOEFL, or a score of at least 6.0 on the IETLS.

Curriculum Requirements: The proposed degree track follows the same basic rules as the existing degree track “LL.M. in American Law for Foreign Lawyers.” In particular, it also requires completion of 24 credit hours with grades of Pass, Honors, or High Honors. The 24 credit hours include the possibility to write a Master thesis for 2 to 4 credits hours (with the rule of thumb that 25 pages have to be submitted per credit hour). The credits for the Master thesis, as well as a minimum of 12 course credits, have to be taken in areas related to international and/or comparative law (see course list in the annex). The remaining 8 to 12 credit hours can be completed with any elective courses from the curriculum (including further courses in international and comparative law). The requirements are the same for local students pursuing the degree part-time over a framework of more than one academic year.

The existing courses Introduction to the American Legal System and Legal Analysis, Research and Communication for LL.M. Students I and II will not be required for all students in this degree track; foreign students will be advised on an individual basis whether or not to take these courses. LARC I and II will be required of foreign lawyers with a demonstrated need for instruction in legal writing/methodology. A course Advanced Legal Research, currently being developed by Judith Anspach, will be required for those students writing a Master thesis.

Transfer Credits: Once the new degree track is set up and running, it may be decided that students from universities having signed cooperation agreements with Indiana University School of Law - Indianapolis can transfer a certain number of credits into this program, as long as the abovementioned curriculum requirements and equivalent standards for admission and quality control are met.

Financial Support: Students are eligible to apply for financial support through the IUPUI Financial Aid Office. Limited financial support - in the form of partial tuition waivers - may be made available by the law school for deserving students. It is anticipa​ted that some law firms, corporations, or government agencies might sponsor scholar​ship assistance, especially for lawyers working for them. 

Program Evaluation: After the new degree track has been implemented and conduc​ted for a couple of years, there will be a thorough evaluation by the law school’s Curriculum Committee and Faculty. In the meantime, courses and instructors will be evaluated, faculty who receive or express concerns will be heard, and students will be able to discuss any problems with their academic advisors, according to the established procedures at the law school and in the existing Master program. Last but not least, the program is also subject to ABA acquiescence and will be reviewed by the ABA in the context of the regular reviews of the law school as a whole.

V. Justification for the New Degree Track: The new degree track meets growing demand in the U.S. and abroad for graduate level education in international and comparative law. Since the law school already offers a significant number of the courses required for a serious and diverse program in international and comparative law, it is a logical step to offer a degree that ties these courses together and attracts new and additional students to the law school.

The new degree track will enable the law school to accelerate the growth of its international student body, which will in turn enrich the classroom discussions and general campus life for everyone.

Furthermore, any courses added for the new degree track will also be open to J.D. students, giving them an ever more attractive choice of electives.

VI. Student Population to Be Served: By contrast to the degree track “LL.M. in American Law for Foreign Lawyers,” the proposed new track is designed both for foreign lawyers and for U.S. lawyers seeking additional education in international and comparative law. It is expected that foreign lawyers and U.S. lawyers from other parts of the U.S. will enroll in the one-year full-time program. In addition, the program will offer certain courses as evening courses, allowing lawyers from the Indianapolis area to pursue the degree as a part-time program over a period of more than one year, while retaining their employment. We anticipate to enroll approximately equal numbers of foreign and U.S. students in the program.

VII. Relationship to Campus and Departmental Missions: The “LL.M. in International and Comparative Law” would fulfill the missions and goals of the law school and the university by attracting international students to study in Indianapolis, by incorporating international scope and new approaches into legal scholarship, by facilitating relation​ships with foreign institutions of higher learning, and by increasing educational oppor​tunities for members of the local legal community. In the Mission Statement of the law school, composed as part of the last self-evaluation, the faculty and administration acknowledge the importance of preparing students for an increasingly globalized world.  The internationally-focused LL.M. program will address these needs; students will be better prepared to serve their local and global communities. Moreover, the program will fulfill the university’s goals, as described in IUPUI’s “Vision, Mission, and Values,” statement, of facilitating “the development of new graduate degree and post-baccalau​reate certificate programs to meet local, national, and global needs,” of increasing the numbers of Master students, and of attracting and supporting a more diverse student body, particularly one that includes more international students. As students from other universities, namely foreign universities, enroll in the program, opportunities may arise for further collaboration between IUPUI and these foreign institutions. These relation​ships can only enhance the international research interests and activities of the faculty and students at IUPUI. Moreover, because the LL.M. program will be available for local students and attorneys, the increased provision of educational services will fulfill the law school’s and university’s goals of outreach to the local community and should result in stronger ties between IUPUI and the city and state. 

VIII. Relationship to Existing Degree Programs Within the IU System: Indiana Uni​versity School of Law - Bloomington has a long-standing and highly reputed graduate program with possibilities of earning an LL.M. or an M.C.L. (Master of Comparative Law) degree. The program in Bloomington and the proposed new program for Indiana​polis are complementary in many respects. Therefore, once our program is firmly established, there may well be opportunities for collaboration, such as joint courses or faculty and student exchange. Similar opportunities might be developed with the Department of Political Science in Bloomington, which is offering graduate studies inter alia in comparative politics and in international relations, with options of a minor in law.

The Department of Political Science of IUPUI in Indianapolis does not offer graduate studies at the present time. However, opportunities for collaboration may well evolve if and when the existing program in international studies is expanded for graduate students.

Similarly, the Indiana University Kelley School of Business - Indianapolis, has a number of international study options and even international degree requirements at the under​graduate level. Course offerings related to the proposed degree track are currently more limited for its graduate students but do include courses such as Competitive Strategies in Global Industries, International Management, and Essentials of Internatio​nal Business. Consequently, there are certain opportunities for collaboration. For example, the law school could accept MBA students into courses such as European Union Law or WTO Law, or it could develop a specific course International Business Law for MBA students.

The same is true for possible contacts with the MBA program at Purdue University’s Calumet School of Management, where certain courses already cover areas closely related to some of the courses to be offered in the proposed degree track, such as International Trade as a graduate level course in economics. 

As far as business programs are concerned, the most interesting match is probably with the Center for International Business Education and Research (CIBER) at Purdue University in West Lafayette. This school offers a Master Program in International Management, which already includes a course in International Business Law. Thus, it is very well possible that joint courses in areas such as International Intellectual Property Protection or International Tax Law could be developed for the benefit of students in both institutions and programs. CIBER might also be interested in our future courses in European Union and WTO Law.

IX. Resources Required for the Implementation of the Proposed Degree Track: Since the proposed degree track is largely based on courses that are already offered at the law school for students in the J.D. program, no additional resources are required in the short term. With the anticipated growth of the program over the years, the following resources should gradually be added:

Faculty: At present, the following members of the law school’s faculty are already teaching courses in international and comparative law:

William Bradford: Public International Law, Foreign Relations and National Security Law

Daniel Cole: International Environmental Law

Robin Craig: International Environmental Law, Moot Court in International Environmental Law

Kenneth Crews: International Intellectual Property Protection

George Edwards: International Human Rights Law, International Human Rights Law Overseas Internships, Public International Law, International Legal Transactions, International Criminal Law

Frank Emmert: WTO Law, International Commercial Transactions, Vis Moot Court in International Commercial Law, European Union Law, Trading In and With the EU Internal Market, Moot Court in EU Law, Seminar Advanced Issues of EU Law

Nicholas L. Georgakopoulos: Comparative Law

Helen Grant: International Refugee Law (fall 2003 only)

Jeffrey Grove: Introduction to the American Legal System

Swadesh Kalsi: International Trade Law (of the U.S.)

Linda Kelly: Immigration Law and Procedure, Conflict of Laws

Maria Lopez: Immigration Law and Procedure

James Nehf: European Union Law

Antony Page: Public International Law, International Securities Regulations

Anthony Tarr: Comparative Law

Julie-Anne Tarr: Comparative Law, International Commercial Transactions

James Torke: Comparative Constitutional Law

In the academic year 2003/04, the following courses in the area of international and comparative law are actually being offered at the law school (in random order):

Fall
Legal Analysis, Research and Communication for LL.M. Students I (2 cr.)

Introduction to the American Legal System for LL.M. Students (2)

International Human Rights (3)

Immigration Law (2)

Public International Law (3)

Refugee and Asylum Law (2)

Seminar in Comparative Constitutional Law (2)

Conflict of Laws (2)

International Criminal Law (3)

International Trade Law [of the U.S.] (2)

Total fall credits: 23

Spring Legal Analysis, Research and Communication for LL.M. Students II (2)

Comparative Law (3)

International Intellectual Property Law (3)

WTO Law (3)

Seminar in International Legal Transactions (2)

Immigration Law (2)

Public International Law (3)

Total spring credits: 18

Total fall and spring credits offered in international and comparative law: 41

In addition, students in the new degree track may participate in one of the law school’s ABA approved summer programs (China, France, Argentina) and obtain six semester credit hours there.

Under the assumption that 2003/04 is a typical year and that a similar range of courses will be offered during the academic year 2004/05, the proposed degree track can be launched without additional faculty resources. 

With the anticipated growth of the program over the years, the following faculty resources should be added in the mid-term:

1 full-time faculty member to teach - inter alia - International Commercial Transactions, International Commercial Arbitration, International Tax Law, Vis Moot Court in International Commercial Law

Administration: At present, the administrative structure supporting the Master Programs at the law school consists of the following persons:

Jeffrey W. Grove, Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and Professor of Law

Tyler Henderson, Assistant Director of the Foreign Lawyers LL.M. Program

Marianne Scott, Graduate Assistant, Foreign Lawyers LL.M. Program

With the establishment of the Center for International and Comparative Law, the general administrative structure of the law school has been reinforced as of the fall of 2003 by the following persons:

Frank Emmert, Director of the Center for International and Comparative Law and Professor of Law

Marna Walthall, Coordinator of the Center for International and Comparative Law

Prof. Emmert and Ms. Walthall will have principal operational responsibility for marke​ting, applications, course planning, etc. Prof. Grove will be overall responsible for all graduate programs, and Mr. Henderson and Ms. Scott will give advice and assistance in particular in the early stages of the program. It is expected that the present administra​tive structure can handle the additional applicants/students for the new degree track in the first and possibly second year of the program. Once the number of students admitted to the new degree track exceeds 15, respectively the number of Master students overall exceeds 50, either Mr. Henderson’s office will need reinforcement by another part-time person or by upgrading Ms. Scott’s position to full-time or the Center for International and Comparative Law will need additional part-time staff.

Library: In order to support a Master Program in International and Comparative Law, in particular one that includes a thesis requirement, the current library holdings with regard to these subject areas will have to be expanded gradually. As this must be done without detriment to the collection for the J.D. program, additional library funds have to be allocated. However, this expansion is already on the way as part and parcel of the establishment of the Center for International and Comparative Law and a general emphasis on more international courses and studies (see also the remarks in the report of the ABA site visit team and the response by Dean Tarr, pp. 3 and 53 respectively). Therefore, it is not expected that additional funds will have to be spent specifically for this new degree track.

Facilities: As mentioned earlier, the participants in this new degree track are taking courses that are also offered to the J.D. students and are already featured on our annual curriculum. Therefore, the new degree track will not directly require additional classrooms. However, it is also clear that the development of a Master Program that will eventually accommodate about 100 students in its different degree tracks, and the addition of at least one full-time faculty in the mid-term, will increase the need for additional classrooms and offices at the law school. Again, this is a development that will happen anyway, and the needs of this new degree track will only be incremental.

Similarly, the additional students will not immediately create a need for more work spaces in the library and computer labs but will also not go unnoticed with the level of use made of the existing facilities.

An entirely different question may arise with respect to student housing. For the time being, the new international house seems to offer very good opportunities. As demand increases, the law school will have to find additional options, such as shared accommo​dation at Canal Square. In the long term, a combination of housing, office space and lecture rooms may need to be acquired to satisfy the different needs of a growing law school community.

X. Innovative Features of the Proposed Degree Track: There are a number of important innovative features in the proposed degree track. First of all, it is currently not possible to get a Master degree in international and comparative law in Indiana and there are generally not very many law schools in the United States offering this speciali​za​tion, in spite of its increasing importance. To an extent, therefore, the proposed program will be breaking new ground. Secondly, the existing courses in international and comparative law at the law school will not only be presented under a new umbrella; we will also add a range of new courses in the coming years that have never been offered in Indianapolis and are not offered - at least not regularly - elsewhere in Indiana, such as European Union Law, WTO Law, and International Tax Law. Thirdly, the fact that the program will also be offered in the format of evening courses will allow professionals from the Indianapolis area to pursue a Master Degree alongside their current employment.

Overall, the proposed degree track will attract new students to the law school, both from Indiana and from out-of-state and abroad; furthermore, it will enrich the experience of our existing students by offering them more elective courses to chose from, as well as more opportunities for contacts and collaboration with foreign students.

Appendix: List of existing courses and proposed new courses in international and comparative law (italics signal new or modified courses):

General Courses
International Law (3 cr.)

Comparative Law (3 cr.) 

Conflict of Laws (2 cr.)

International Civil Litigation (3 cr.)

Seminar in Conflict of Laws (2 cr.)

Jessup Moot Court in International Law (2 cr.)
International Trade and Commercial Law
International Trade Law [of the United States of America] (2 cr.)

WTO Law (3 cr.)
International Commercial Transactions (3 cr.)

International Commercial Arbitration (2 cr.)

International Securities Regulations (2 or 3 cr.)

International Tax Law (3 cr.)
International Intellectual Property Protection (3 cr.)

Seminar in International Legal Transactions (2 cr.) 

Vis Moot Court in International Commercial Law (2 cr.)
Human Rights and Civil Liberties
Immigration Law and Procedure (2 or 3 cr.)

International Human Rights Law (3 cr.)

International Criminal Law (3 cr.)

International Refugee Law (2 cr.)
International Environmental Law (2 cr.)

Moot Court in International Environmental Law (2 cr.)

International Human Rights Law Internship (4 cr.)
European Union Law
European Union Law (3 cr.)

Trading in and With the EU Internal Market (3 cr.)

Moot Court in EU Law (2 cr.)

Seminar: Advanced Issues of EU Law (2 cr.)
Advanced Comparative Law
Foreign Relations and National Security Law (3 cr.)

Law and Politics of Latin American Integration (Argentina summer program)
European Union Legal System (France summer program)

Legal System of the United Kingdom (France summer program)

Legal Systems of Continental Europe (France summer program)

Legal System of China (China summer program)

Legal Aspects of the Transformation in Central and Eastern Europe (Croatia or Moscow summer program)

Enlargement of the European Union (Croatia or Moscow summer program)
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