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This proposal is for a Master of Laws (LL.M.) track in Health Law, Policy and Bioethics at Indiana University – Indianapolis.  In this LL.M. track, the law school will collaborate with the Indiana University Center on Bioethics (Indiana University School of Medicine), IUPUI School of Liberal Arts, the School of Public and Environmental Affairs and the School of Medicine’s Department of Public Health, as well as other academic programs and divisions at IUPUI.    
The Indiana University School of Law – Indianapolis has an outstanding program in health law that is ranked among the top ten in the nation in the U.S. News & World Report with its nationally recognized Center for Law and Health.  Further, the School of Law and Center for Law and Health have emphasized joint degree programs for professionals interested in augmenting their legal education and seeking additional expertise in bioethics, public health and health administration.  The School of Law currently offers joint degree programs in law and public health with the Indiana University Medical School and a joint degree in law and health administration with the School of Public and Environmental Affairs.  The school is planning a joint degree in law and philosophy (bioethics) with the Department of Philosophy at IUPUI and the Indiana University Bioethics Center.  
There is considerable demand for an LL.M. in health law in the immediate Indianapolis area, enough to support local enrollment of up to five students annually.  Indianapolis has a strong health law bar as well as pharmaceutical companies and health insurance companies with in-house counsel.  Many of our alumni have expressed an interest in an LL.M. in health law and, in some cases, traveled to Chicago or St. Louis to obtain LL.M.s at private universities (our immediate competition) at considerable expense.  

JUSTIFICATION

Benefits

As the law school’s third LL.M. specialization track, the LL.M. in Health Law, Policy and Bioethics will foster a rich academic environment for LL.M. candidates studying an interesting and important field of law while also bringing additional recognition and credit to the law school’s profile and academic reputation.
The program will create opportunities for U.S. and also foreign law graduates to: (1) gain practical and theoretical knowledge in the areas of health law, policy and bioethics, (2) allow students to understand the institutions and structures of healthcare and how they affect the ethical issues that arise in medical and legal practice; (3) experience enhanced opportunities for law-related employment, including diversification of existing law practices, and academic appointments.

The program will generate tuition revenues.  Funds from the program will also support the work of the Law School’s Center for Law and Health which has a national reputation for important research on health law and policy.
The program will support the state’s Life Sciences Initiative by providing graduate education for lawyers in the fields of bioethics, and financing and regulating health care.  It is likely that this initiative will generate lawyers in the community that feel the need for further graduate education to be effective practitioners. 

Costs

There will be administrative costs associated with the program including faculty time (approximately one quarter time).
  That faculty member, in conjunction with the administrative staff of the existing LL.M. program, will perform academic administration of the program (e.g., overseeing recruitment, admissions and orientation; providing academic counseling; identifying J.D. mentors for LL.M. students; arranging field experiences; structuring internship opportunities; providing liaison between LL.M. students, faculty and administration).  Clerical assistance with the program will be in conjunction with the law school’s other LL.M. tracks.  

The class size in some J.D. courses may increase with enrollment of LL.M. students, particularly in the health law courses.  The presence of graduate lawyers with health law experience in these courses will greatly enhance the classroom experience of the J.D. students.  
Faculty members should anticipate the possibility of additional responsibilities in supervising research and writing projects undertaken, with the consent of supervising faculty members, by LL.M. students.

Some additional library acquisitions might become needed as the program evolves.  However, the library currently focuses on health law in its acquisitions to support the current program.  It is not likely that much more would be purchased in light of the new LL.M. program. 
DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

To achieve the LL.M. degree in this track, a student must achieve grades of “pass” or “honors” in courses totaling twenty-four (24) credit hours.  Ordinarily degree requirements will be completed within one (1) year.
CURRICULUM

Students must complete a total of 24 credit hours.  Of these, 18 hours of course work in law school courses.  Students can take up to six credit hours outside of the law school in the Schools of Medicine (Department of Public Health), Liberal Arts (Medical Humanities Program) and Public and Environmental Affairs.  All outside courses must be selected in consultation with the director of this LL.M. track and approved by the director and the Associate Dean for Graduate Studies.   

Required law school courses
The following courses (from 2 to a possible 10 hours) might be required unless students can demonstrate they have already taken an equivalent course during prior legal studies:

· Bioethics and Law (2-3 cr.) DN 838.  The course will consider the role of law in bioethics and how the law in bioethics is shaped by the interplay of ethical principles, medical considerations and social forces.  Topics that will be covered include: the refusal of life-sustaining treatment, physician-assisted suicide, organ transplantation, abortion, the balance between individual liberty and protection of the public health, access to health care, and rationing of health care.  An important theme of the course will be to consider the extent to which individuals have – and should have – control over medical decision making.  Professor Orentlicher
· Financing and Regulating Health Care (3 cr.) DN845.  Selected legal issues in financing and regulation of the American health care system.  The course emphasizes chief policy issues facing the American health care system today-cost, access, and equality of health care services for all Americans.  Professor Kinney
· Advanced Research in Health Law (2-4 cr.) DN662, in which students will complete a required LL.M. thesis on a health law, policy or bioethics topic.  LL.M. students may earn up to 4 credit hours for this course at the discretion of the supervising faculty member.  This course is required for all degree candidates.  Professor Kinney 
Foreign students may be required to take the following course:  

· Legal Analysis, Research and Communication for LL.M. Students (4 crs: 2 cr. Fall Term; 2 cr. Spring Term), with special emphasis on legal vocabulary and methods of legal analysis, including common law adjudication, statutory interpretation and use of precedent.  Professor McGregor
In consultation with their academic advisor, LL.M. students will select courses totaling a minimum of eighteen (18) credit hours from the J.D. curriculum.  These courses are listed below and described in greater detail in Appendix A (Health Law Curriculum) and B (Related J.D. Courses and Seminars).

General Health Law Curriculum

· Business and Tax Aspects of Health Care Organizations (2 cr.)  Professor Katz 

· Law and Public Health (2 cr.) Professor Kinney
· Antitrust and the Health Care Industry (2 cr.) Professor Arak (Adjunct)
· Food and Drug Law  (2 cr.) Professor McMains (Adjunct)
· The Law of Medical Malpractice  (2 cr.)  Professor Wilkins
· Psychiatry and the Law  (2 cr.)  Professor Goodman (Adjunct); Professor Grant, 2004
· Law and Biotechnology (3 cr.) (to be developed)
· Seminar in Law and Medicine (2 cr.)

· Topics in Health Care Law (2-3 cr.)

Bioethics Curriculum (To be approved at the same meeting as this proposal)
· Issues in Death and Dying (2 cr.)  Professors Orentlicher, Hill
· Issues in Human Reproduction (2 cr.)  Professors Drobac, Orentlicher
· Issues in Genetic Screening, Testing and Engineering (2 cr.)  Professor Hill
· AIDS: The Ethical and Legal Issues (2 cr.)  Professor Drobac
· Research on Human and Animal Subjects (2 cr.)  Professor Hill
· Social Regulation of the Body and Its Processes (2 cr.)  Professor Orentlicher
Clinical Courses

Up to four hours of the 18 hours completed in the law school curriculum may be satisfied with clinical courses in health law, which are listed below and described in Appendix A. 

· Hospital Legal Counsel Internship (2 cr. P/F)  Professor Wolf
· Local Health Department Public Health Enforcement Internship (2 cr.  P/F) Professor Wolf
· Health Care Compliance Internship (2 cr. P/F)  Professor Wolf 
· State Health Agency Internships (through the Program on Law and State Government Internship Course (3 cr. P/F) Professor Baker
	CURRICULUM AND SCHEDULE FOR LL.M IN 

HEALTH LAW, POLICY AND BIOETHICS



	First Semester
	Second Semester

	Required Courses

Advanced Research in Health Law (1 cr.)

LARC for Foreign Students (2 cr.)  (Foreign Students only)
Financing & Regulating Health Care (3 cr.)

Bioethics and Law (2-3 cr.)
	Required Courses

Advanced Research in Health Law (1 cr.)

LARC for Foreign Students (2 cr.)  (Foreign Students only)


	Over Both Semesters

	Electives (14-22 depending on required courses taken)

Law School Courses (up to 24)

Law School Clinical Courses (up 4)

Courses in the Schools of Medicine, Public and Environmental Affairs or Liberal Arts (up to six in consultation with LL.M. director)


GRADING

In both LL.M. courses and J.D. courses, LL.M. students will be graded anonymously.  Students will graded according to the policies established for all tracks of the law school’s LL.M. degree program.  
A foreign LL.M. student who obtains the LL.M. degree and subsequently applies for admission to the law school’s J.D. program must satisfy all requirements for admission, including submission of satisfactory LSAT scores.  If admitted to the J.D. program, the student will receive academic credit for a J.D. course taken in the LL.M. program only if the student received a grade of “B+” in the course; the student will receive academic credit for the course in “Legal Analysis, Research and Communication for the LL.M. Students” only if the student received a grade of “C+” or above.  

ADMISSIONS

Applications for admission to the program will be evaluated by the LL.M. Admissions Committee appointed by the Dean, comprised of members of the faculty and chaired by the academic administrator of the program.
To be eligible for admission to the program, applicants who received their J.D. in the United States must have graduated from an ABA accredited law school.  Foreign applicants must hold an academic degree in law from a nationally recognized educational institution in their home country that would be considered equivalent to a Juris Doctor (J.D.) or a Bachelor of Law (LL.B.) or must otherwise be admitted to the practice of law.  
Alternatively, an applicant with an academic degree other than in law must be admitted to the practice of law in a foreign jurisdiction.  In either case, the applicant must demonstrate a record of academic/professional competence, to which at least two professional references attest in writing.
Finally, an applicant for whom English is a second language must provide satisfactory evidence of competence in English.  The standards and methods for determining competency will be the same as employed by the LL.M. in American Law for Foreign Lawyers.  
PROGRAM REVIEW

During the Fall Term following the third year of the program, the Curriculum Committee will conduct a review of the program, and the Committee will report its findings and recommendations to the faculty.
FUTURE PLANS
Presently the administration, working with health law faculty and Professor Kinney, Chair of the Task Force on the On-Line LLM in Health Law, has plans to offer this LL.M. in an on-line format.  Please note that the ABA requires that a law school’s curriculum committee review and approval all courses offered in a “distance learning” format even if that course is already offered in the conventional format.
�At this time, the law school administration is designing the administration for all LL.M. degree tracks to reduce redundancies and maximize efficiencies.  


� Satisfaction of prerequisite courses ordinarily will not be required if students can demonstrate competency in the material of the required prerequisite course to the satisfaction of the faculty member teaching the desired course.  





� This course is a vehicle for a colleague to teach a seminar on a health law topic.


 


� Topics in health law will include courses of current or periodic interest such as fraud and abuse law, health law privacy issues, nursing home regulation, etc.
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