PROPOSAL FOR NEW IUPUI CERTIFICATE PROGRAM
COMMUNITY BUILDING AND URBAN EDUCATION

Evaluation

This is an innovative approach to provide training for those involved in urban education and the communities in which they work. It is a bridge for understanding the impact of education on its community and the influence of the urban communities on their schools. The graduate certificate uses an interdisciplinary perspective and attempts to reach an audience beyond those involved in education, notably social workers, health professionals, youth and public safety personnel, as well as others working in non-profit organizations with a community building focus. 

The proposal presents  a good rationale for the graduate certificate. The 18 hour curriculum is reasonable, including one elective as well as an individual practicum project. The Education School’s current faculty and experience give it the necessary resources and connections to potential students, and the program responds to a demonstrated need. The interdisciplinary approach seems especially suitable. Overall, I recommend approval of the graduate certificate.

There are, however, a few questions and suggestions for improvement of the proposed certificate. One is to explain further what the nature of the practicum project will be. It may only be necessary to give a few examples, but it is not clear what the student is expected to produce at the end. A second question is how interdisciplinary the program will be. The required courses implicitly promise to apply the expertise of anthropology, sociology, and political science to the issues of urban schools and their communities, but that should be more directly apparent in the syllabi of the required courses (not available to the reviewer), either through reading, or guest lectures which take advantage of faculty members in those fields.

Another place where the interdisciplinary nature of the certificate could be strengthened is by including additional electives, beyond those courses in SPEA and Nursing. Such courses as Urban Sociology (S610) and Urban Anthropology (E380 but available for graduate credit) might be added to the list.

