THE “TOYS” IN MY LIFE

By:   Mary Ann Bolinger; June 21, 2007

         Pendleton Heights High School Pendleton, IN

Estimated Sessions: 3-4 70 minute periods (Trimesters)

Grade Level(s): 9-10
Purpose: To observe the impact of past and present innovations on students’ lives and regions of the world

National Geography Standards addressed: 

10.3 – The characteristics, distribution, and complexity of Earth’s cultural mosaics.  (The spatial characteristics of 

           the processes of cultural convergence and divergence.)

Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators addressed:  

Geography and History of the World

6.2 - Prepare maps, timelines and /or other graphic representations showing the origin and spread of specific 

        innovations. Assess the impact of these innovations on the human and physical environments of the regions to 

        which they spread.
Objectives:  Students will be able to 

1. understand and recognize the impact of innovations on their lives and

2. assess the impact of these innovations on human and physical environments in regions of the world.
Materials Required:  

· Computers with Internet access

· Timeliner software

Procedures:  

1. Assign to groups of 2-3 one of the following innovations: gun powder, paper, printing press, steam engine, 

    pasteurization, electricity, immunization, atomic(nuclear) energy, computer and digital technology.

2. They will develop a timeline from its beginning to its diffusion to regions of the world (use Timeliner software).

3. When the first assignment is complete, individuals will research a new “toy” from 1600-1900 (excluded those 

    listed above) and get teacher approval.  There should be no “doubling” of  “toys.”

4. They will develop a second timeline from its beginning to its diffusion, and its impact on other regions. They 

    will include a picture as the “toy” first appeared and a current picture.  If their “toy” no longer exists, they 

    must also explain “why” or “how” it became unavailable.

Assessment: Two items will be assessed:

1. The students will present to their classmates the first (assigned) innovation. The presentation must include an explanation of their timeline which incorporates the impact and diffusion of the innovation.  Students will be graded on their timeline completeness, explanation and ability to answer questions (demonstration of their appropriate use of timeline content in the visual materials and of understanding of the concepts of innovations, diffusion, impact in the oral presentation).

2. Individuals will present their “toy” by explaining the timeline and pictures.  Again, the timeline must be complete and incorporate appropriate information to depict impact and diffusion.  Also, if necessary, an explanation regarding “extinct” or unavailable “toys” must be given.  Students will be graded on their timeline, pictures and on their demonstrated understanding of the impact and diffusion the “toy” has had on regions of the world.

Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Out:

1. The activity could become a model for further studying historic and geographic concepts in the GHW course:  religions, trade, population/movement, urbanization, environmental relationships, agriculture…

2. In conjunction with the Language Arts courses, students could write an advertisement, or a short essay, about the “toy”.  The advertisement could highlight the “toy’s” features and encourage purchase.  The short essay could give a description of the “toy’s” purpose, highlights, economics, origin, change over time, and demise (if appropriate).

