The IUPUI Department of Geography announces a new summer field course:

G334: Field Geography of North America

Summer I, 2011
Field Geography of North America is a new 3-unit introduction to landscape analysis: the interaction of natural environment and human activity to create the characteristic landscapes of places. Understanding how landscape patterns arise, how the elements of landscapes interact, and why landscapes differ from place to place are among the central concerns of geographers. 
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This year, the course focuses on the Great Lakes region. The first 4 weeks of the term (May 11 – June 9) will be devoted to preparation for the field trip: lectures, planning of the itinerary, and development of a field guide. We will then spend about eight days (June 14 – June 21) driving a broad loop around Lake Huron: north through Michigan, east across the Canadian Shield of central Ontario, and then back through southern Ontario to Indiana.  Along the way, we will visit Sleeping Bear Dunes, Mackinac Island, Soo Locks, Killarney Provincial Park, and the Sudbury mining complex.

Topics of study:

· the Ice Age origins of Great Lakes terrain

· postglacial development of the natural plant and animal communities

· the ecological relations of prehistoric Amerindian cultures 

· imposition of European settlement patterns on the landscape

· the relationship between environment and agriculture
· impacts of logging and mining 

· effects of invasive species and pollution on the region's lakes

· the growing importance of environmental conservation and tourism
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Prerequisites: Good academic standing, one course in geography, and instructors' consent

Costs: 
In addition to the normal cost of a 3-unit course, students will pay a program fee of about $300-$400, depending on the number of students enrolled, and the costs of their own lodging and meals during the field trip. We will stay in modestly priced motels, where students can reduce costs by sleeping several to a room, and seek inexpensive meal options.
Field Geography is cotaught by Profs. Tim Brothers and Bob Beck. Both have extensive field experience in human-environment interaction and rural landscape development; their collaboration will provide students an unusually full introduction to landscape study.


For more information:  Tim Brothers (tbrother@iupui.edu) or Bob Beck (rbeck@hughes.net) 



Killarney Provincial Park, Ontario








