HOOSIER WRITING PROJECT

56100 Bittersweet Road

Mishawaka, IN 46545

22 January 2010

Dear colleague:

We are writing to invite you to participate in an exciting professional development opportunity.  The Hoosier Writing Project (HWP) is delighted to announce its inaugural content area literacy open institute designed especially for teaching reading and writing strategies in social studies classes.   Research proves that students must write in all classes—not only English—and all content area academic standards include a focus on writing.  This institute will help social studies teachers in middle and high school learn the research and best practice for teaching reading and writing in their classes.  The workshop’s objectives will address literacy concerns in all social studies courses, including freshman academies and high ability classrooms, as well as addressing the needs of reluctant learners.

The institute will meet Monday, June 14, through Friday, June 18, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the University of Notre Dame Writing Center in Coleman Morse Hall.  Lunch (which is 45 minutes) is available at several sites on campus, or you may bring your own. The institute is interactive—it won’t be just “sit and get.”  The engagements are designed to provide teachers with practical, immediately applicable strategies they can use in their classrooms in the fall.  One of the tenets of the National Writing Project is that writing teachers must write, so teachers will participate in several writing activities during the week.  The National Writing Project (NWP) had its start in Berkeley in 1974, and is predicated on the belief that the best teacher of teachers is another teacher.  To that end, three classroom teachers from Penn High School will co-facilitate the institute, and will share proven techniques that have worked in their schools.  

Participants may register for three hours of graduate credit in writing through Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis; these hours are perfect for license renewal and recertification.  Tuition costs approximately $900 and credits are applicable to most graduate programs. The bulk of the coursework will be completed during the institute, but there may be a few tasks to work on in the evenings or immediately after the institute ends.  Teachers are not required to register for credit.  

To apply for the HWP content area literacy open institute, please complete the attached form and return it to Mary B. Nicolini by US mail or e-mail by April 2, 2010.  The institute is limited to 20 participants, so please return your application as soon as possible.  We encourage pairs or teams of teachers from the same school to participate.  

The cost for the five-day workshop is $250, which includes all materials and a copy of two books, Steve Zemelman and Harvey Daniels’ Subjects Matter: Every Teacher's Guide to Content-Area Reading and Content Area Writing.  Teachers may apply for a $100 scholarship by mailing a letter to Nicolini by April 2.  The letter should indicate why the teacher wants to attend the workshop, what s/he hopes  to study, and how it fits into his/her career as a social studies teacher.
For more information about HWP and the National Writing Project, visit our website at http://hoosierwritingproject.org/.  If you have questions about the content area literacy open institute, contact Nicolini at mbnicolini@phm.k12.in.us.

We are excited about the opportunities this week will afford.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Kevin McNulty


Mary B. Nicolini


Katie Solic

Penn High School

mbnicolini@phm.k12.in.us 
ksolic@phm.k12.in.us

Mishawaka




kmcnulty@phm.k12.in.us



