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GAW Postcard Contest:  Europe 

 Our ñFeatured Geographerò for this 

issue is our very own Executive Director, 

Kathleen Lamb Kozenski.  After over 

twenty years with GENI, Kathy was pre-

sented with the Award for Outstanding 

Support for Geography Education by the 

National Council for Geographic Educa-

tion at their annual conference back in 

September.  It was a well-deserved award 

for years of outstanding work for improv-

ing and strengthening geography in Indi-

ana schools. 

 A native of Indianapolis, Kathy has 

always had a love for geography, espe-

cially physical geography.  She began her 

post secondary studies with a Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Agricultural Meteorol-

ogy (study of atmospheric physics with a 

focus on agricultural/environmental ef-

fects) from Purdue University.  She later 

added a Certification/Licensure in Educa-

tion:  Science, Earth Space Science, Phys-

ics, Math, Geography from Indiana Uni-

versity, Bloomington. 

 GENI hosted a second annual Post-

card Contest for Geography Action!/

Geography Awareness Week 2010.  Stu-

dents were to submit an illustration they 

created that represented the 2010 theme:  

Europe Beyond Borders and provide a one 

to three sentence description for the illus-

tration on the template provided by GENI.  

They were then judged on the quality of 

their work and how well the illustration 

(and description) conveyed the theme.  The 

illustrations had to be done by hand, no 

computer-generated work was allowed. 

 A winner was chosen in each of the 

four categories:  K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12.  Then, 

a Grand Prize winner was chosen from 

those four finalists.  Jacob Frazier, a tenth 

grader from Rushville Consolidated High 
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Feb. 3-5 ï 40th Annual HASTI Conference 

at the Indiana Convention Center/ A Defining 

Moment-HASTI Goes XL.  For more informa-

tion, visit www.hasti.org/convention/

conference.html. 

Feb. 15 ï Deadline for IndianaMap Poster 

Competition presented by the Indiana Geo-

graphic Information Council.  College and K-

12 divisions.  For more information, visit 

www.igic.org/conference/posterk12.html 

Feb. 23-24 ï 2010 Indiana GIS Conference 

at the Bloomington Monroe County Conven-

tion Center.  For more information visit 

www.in.gov/igic/conference. 

Feb. 26-27 ï IAHE 25 th Annual Home 

School Convention at the Indiana Conven-

tion Center/Living the Vision.  For more in-

formation, visit www.inhomeeducators.org/

events/. 

 

Apr. 14-18 ï Association of American Ge-

ographers annual meeting in Washington, 

DC.  For more information, visit  

www.aag.org/annualmeetings/2010. 

Apr. 9ðIndiana State Geographic Bee to 

be held at IUPUI 12:00 - 5:00 p.m. Contact 

Ka thy Kozensk i ,  (317)274-8879 /

geni@iupui.edu, for details. 

Apr. 30-May 1ðGENI  planning meeting.  

Contact the main office if interested in attend-

ing. 

May 8ðNational History Day Contest in 

Indiana at the University of Indianapolis.  For 

more information, visit the Indiana Historical 

Society website. 

June 21-24ðGENI 4-Day Intensive Sum-

mer Fieldwork Institute (geography basics).  

Dates tentative and location TBA.  Watch the 

GENI website or contact the main office for 

more information. 

Calendar of Events 
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Indiana Humanities Council 

GrantsðHumanities Initiatives and 

Historic Preservation Education Grants 

are available. 

USA Mapping Gameðdrag and drop 

state shapes to their geographic loca-

tion.  http://jimspages.com/States.htm 

National Geographic widgetsðgreat 

way to add content to your Web space, 

blog, or personalized search page. Get 

the latest from National Geographic 

News, hear music from our Artist of the 

Day, and much more, just add a widget. 

New Regional Maps from ODTð

including the Lenz Perspective Maps, 

ñcovering areas of critical importance to 

the education of our citizens.ò 

Insta-Topos with WMSðadd dynamic 

topographic maps to pretty much any-

where in the U.S. in under two minutes. 

This trick takes advantage of Google 

Earthôs ability to query Web Mapping 

Services (WMS) around the world. 

Google Earth Lessonsðproviding 

teachers with the tools needed to en-

hance their instruction using  Google 

Earth. 

Make Your Own Weather Mapðthis 

server allows users to generate a variety 

of weather maps and other products 

based on their own selections of various 

options, such as, region, parameter, 

time of observations, format, and so 

forth. 

The Plank Manôs GeographyðHere 

is a geographical perspective on the 

rights of people with disabilities from 

the Indian Institute of Geographical 

Studies and includes an educator re-

source link. 

Rocks Resources and Lesson Plansð

Pictures, classification, identification, 

and lesson plans related to igneous,  

sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks. 

Resources on the Moonðfree posters 

on the origin of the moon and moon 

exploration. There are also links to 

moon facts, geology, exploration, and 

more. 

Tree Kangaroo Crittercamðamazing 

new crittercam on elusive animal found 

only in a remote area of New Guinea.  

See footage of daily life their breathtak-

ing view of the world from above. 
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School in  Rushville, won the 9-12 category and earned 

the Grand Prize with the illustration shown on page 1.  

[Description:  This Postcard says ñUnityò in all different 

European languages.  Europe is unique in having so 

many different languages, history, and cultures, but they 

still stick together, are ñUnited.ò  Europe is united in 

diversity.] 

 Each category winner received a geographic prize 

package and their teachers received a classroom set of 

Indiana in Maps:  A Geographic Perspective of the Hoo-

sier State.  Our Grand ñPrize Winner will also receive an 

additional small cash prize and copies of his postcard in 

print.  GENI will also provide copies to the studentôs 

school and use them in the GENI office.  Be sure and visit 

the GENI website for additional honorable mentions.  Get 

your students involved with our postcard competition this 

fall as the theme shifts to Oceania! 

 Note, we did not have a winner for the 3-5 category 

for 2010 because none were submitted. 

 Please share with the GENI office any GA!/GAW 

activities you and/or your school did.  We submit a report 

to the National Geographic each year and they are look-

ing to see what Indiana is capable of.  Thank you!  

(geni@iupui.edu)  

Postcard Contest continued from page 1 

First place in the K-2 category went to Maggie Cof-

fey, a kindergartner at Smith Elementary School in 

Martinsville.  [Description:  Once upon a time there 

was a family.  They were taking a walk and it started 

raining on earth.  The sun came out and it was still 

raining so it made a rainbow appear.] 

The 6-8 category was won by Brooklyn Chalfant, a sev-

enth grader from Christian Academy of Indiana in New 

Albany.  [Description:  Many people, cultures, and relig-

ions have moved to Europe.  The kids represent kindness 

between cultutures and religions.  The mountains show 

the Alps, or a border that the kids have crossed.] 

As a 2009 Lilly Foundation Teacher Creativity Fellow-

ship award winner, I traveled to Eastern Africa for seven 

weeks on an overland camping expedition.  It was my 

great privilege to sit with a family of Mountain Gorillas 

in the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest in Uganda. 

 I perched restlessly on a wooden bench, soaked in 

mosquito repellent and sweat, as I viewed the family por-

trait of the Bitukura Mountain Gorilla group that I was to 

visit that warm, sticky June day in Uganda.  Long gruel-

ing days in an overland camping truck on muddy, rutted 

roads had delivered me to the headquarters of the Bwindi 

Impenetrable National Forest to meet with a park ranger 

who was to explain the adventure of a lifetime.  Even the 

name of the national park, the Impenetrable Forest, made 

me itch in my skin.  I was going to hack my way through 

lush, dense, greenest-of-green overgrowth, uphill and 

down, until I met a Mountain Gorilla family in the wild. 

Gorilla My Dreams 
By JoLynn Brown 

My view of a large mountain gorilla, up close and personal, 

in the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, Uganda. 

Continued on page 4  

mailto:geni@iupui.edu
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 Carrying only my camera and a water bottle, I 

trekked for two exhausting hours with the group deep into 

the jungle of the World Heritage Site.  It was a small 

group as only eight humans can visit a family each day.  

There are only fives families of the thirty remaining 

groups of Mountain Gorillas on the planet that have been 

habituated to entertain guests.  Gorilla permits are expen-

sive at a hefty five hundred dollars each and are difficult 

to obtain, usually booked two years in advance.  As one 

of the most endangered animals on Earth, only 720 

Mountain Gorillas remain, living in the jungle on the bor-

ders of Uganda, Rwanda, and the Democratic Republic of 

Congo.  I was going to see a dozen of them! 

 A gorilla tracker in the jungle radioed his exact loca-

tion to the ranger.  We changed our course so that we 

could intersect with the family he was escorting.  We 

were getting close.  Three shifts of trackers stand guard 

over each gorilla family.  Armed with long, threatening 

rifles, these sentinels guard the gorillas from poachers and 

stray rebels and monitor their health and habitat.  Human 

disease can be fatal to a gorilla that shares 98% of its 

DNA with us.  I would forfeit my precious permit if I 

even dared sneeze near the park gate. 

 The tracker warned us that there was to be no flash 

photography that might scare the animals and no physical 

contact on our part.  He hastily looked at his watch and 

announced definitively that we had only one hour with 

the gorillas, so be sure to make the most of it. 

 My first view of a four hundred pound silverback 

sitting on the brambly hillside chomping on a slender 

branch took my panting breath away.  I was awed at not 

only his size, but also with his power and dignity.  I was 

not the least bit afraid, even as I crouched so close to this 

magnificent creature. 

 Cameras were poised and hundreds of clicks in rapid 

succession snapped in the forest.  I couldnôt help taking 

photo after photo thinking that no one would believe that 

I was sitting ten feet from a silverback.  Finally, I 

stopped.  I took a minute to understand the immensity of 

my privilege to spend time with the gorillas and my enor-

mous responsibility to help protect them. 

  I had always imagined the gorilla visit as me lazing 

in an open vale like Dian Fossey with fluffy black apes 

sprawled next to me as we communicated with each other 

in our own wildlife language.  Was I ever dreaming!  The 

gorillas stay on the move searching for food sources, usu-

ally fruits, branches, and insects.  We humans had to 

move as well, following the gorillas as they foraged in the 

jungle.  Gorillas were frolicking on the forest floor with 

the babies tumbling down the hill, but were most often 

found eating or relaxing high in the canopy of the forest.  

Grunts and barks from the frisky three hundred pound 

blackback, an 

adult male of the 

g r o u p  w h o 

would gladly 

allow you to sit a 

few feet away to 

make his ac-

quaintance, re-

minded you that 

the gorillas were 

wild animals. 

The silverback, 

the undisputed 

leader of the group, kept a sharp eye out for the family 

and beat his chest when he felt a need to remind us to step 

back.  He even grabbed the ankle of one woman and sent 

her scrambling when she accidentally stepped between a 

mother and her baby.  Lucky for us, Mountain Gorillas 

are very shy and rarely exhibit aggressive behavior. 

 As I hiked out straight up the side of a mountain 

from my way-too-short time with the gorillas, I began to 

feel like an environmental traitor.  I questioned my intru-

sion on a piece of nature so fragile and so extraordinary.  

However, the ranger explained that gorilla trekking is the 

foundation of Ugandan tourism, which supports the lag-

ging economy of local communities and provides funding 

for the conservation of the gorillas and their habitat. 

 On my return to the park headquarters I was issued 

an official Gorilla Tracking Certificate by the Uganda 

Wildlife Authority to document my nature visit.  As if a 

piece of paper was necessary to remember a social call 

with a family of Mountain Gorillas.   
 

For more information go to www.uwa.or.ug 
 

Ms. Brown teaches geography, government, and economics in 

the special education division of Penn High School in Misha-

waka, Indiana. 

Gorilla continued from page 3 

JoLynn and school friends in Uganda. 

A presence in both the north and south. 

http://www.uwa.or.ug/
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 Kathy has been with 

GENI since 1989, providing 

sustainability for the organi-

zation with her passionate 

leadership.  She wears many 

hats as Executive Director, 

all with a focus on educa-

tional outreach.  Her  skills in 

diverse areas of organiza-

tional development, leader-

ship, program and project 

management, building part-

nerships and community re-

lations, provides GENI with 

a very dynamic administrator at the helm. 

 GENIôs productivity is maximized by her motiva-

tion,  intuition, positive human relations, and ability to 

manage time, resources, partnership organizations, gov-

ernmental leaders, and business leaders. 

 The National Geographic Society has relied on 

Kathy for their connection to geography in Indiana.  She 

has overseen the training of hundreds of TCôs (teacher 

consultants) for our state through funding from NGS.  She 

has also coordinated the state-level portion of the Na-

tional Geographic Bee every spring since it began. 

 The NCGE Outstanding Support for Geography 

Education Award is designed to recognize and honor indi-

viduals whose work takes place outside of the formal 

classroom, but has made outstanding contributions to sup-

port geography education or geography educators.  Kathy 

has certainly done both.  Whether in need of  a project 

facilitator, conference presenter, or input on K-12 aca-

demic standards, licensure, professional development 

needs,  or a new Social Studies course, Kathy is the per-

son professionals around the state turn to. 

 We congratulate Kathy on this well-deserved award! 

 For me, the highlight of the conference was Kathy  

receiving her award. There were also some excellent pa-

per sessions and the National Geographic had a very large 

presence. 

 I went on three field trips, of which the one to the 

rainforest was 

the best. The 

one to Ponce, 

on the southern 

coast of the 

island, gave us 

a chance to see 

something be-

sides San Juan. 

Unfortunately 

the conference 

was held in the 

Casino district 

where there 

was not a lot to 

see regarding 

the culture of 

the place; and 

t h e  h o t e l s 

where quite 

expensive. I 

would recommend staying in old San Juan where there is 

more of a local flavor. I liked exploring old San Juan. 

 It is interesting that the island life has been taken 

over by the service industry, where retail outlets that 

serve the eastern Caribbean dominate the economy.  Agri-

culture other than Bananas and a little coffee has almost 

disappeared. It was nice to enjoy the Puerto Rican grown 

plantains included in many of the meals. Most food is 

imported from somewhere else, including sugar which at 

one time supported the famous Rum industry.   Now, 

sugar cane is brought in from Brazil and the DR to keep 

up the image. Most of the Puerto Rican rum that you buy 

now comes from Florida. 

The 2010 NCGE Conference will be held September 29-

October 3rd in Savannah, Georgia. 

NCGE Conference Testimonial 

By Dr. Rick Bein 

NCGE Awards continued from page 1 

Kathy receives award from 

NCGE President Joe Stoltman. 

El Yunche-Rainforest in eastern Puerto Rico. 

Ponce, found on the southern coast of the island and Puerto 

Ricoôs second largest city. 



NEWSLETTER Volume  110, Issue 1 

Page 6 

 For the second time in 2009, GENI hosted one of the 

Giant Traveling Maps from the National Geographic So-

ciety.  [Three are available for ñrentò for 2-week time in-

crements:  Africa, Asia, and North America.]  This time, 

Hoosier students had an opportunity to skip across Africa, 

including a walk along the Prime Meridian and the Equa-

tor.  In addition to school appearances, the Giant Africa 

Map also made two public venue stops while in our state.  

The Giant Asia Map visited several Indiana schools in 

four counties back in the spring.   

 After starting off at a school in Marion County, the 

Giant Africa Map made its way to the Indiana State Fair-

grounds to be part of the Indy International Festival dur-

ing National Geography Awareness Week in late Novem-

ber.  Nearly 6,000 student visitors had an opportunity to 

experience the map during special school hours.  The gen-

eral public visitors at the festival were free to explore the 

continent Friday through Sunday. 

 The map then headed to southern Indiana.  After vis-

iting the Greater Clark County Schools for a few days, it 

was on to Evansville for another public community 

venue.  The Evansville Vanderburgh Public Library was 

the mapôs final stop in Indiana.  This location provided 

the local schools an opportunity to use the map while in-

cluding the greater Evansville community at the same 

time. 

 If your school/community organization would like to 

host a giant map for a two-week period, visit the National 

Geographic EdNet webpage soon.  Reservations for the 

2010-2011 school year opens January 11th.  GENI will be 

hosting the Giant Map of North America in May. 

Hoosiers Walking Across Africa 
 Another Giant Traveling Map Visit 

 The International Festival is the signature event of 

the Nationalities Council of Indiana, a not-for-profit 

volunteer organization of more than 50 ethnic and cultural 

groups dedicated to education, communication and cul-

tural exchange. Since 1976, the council has introduced 

more than half a million central Indiana adults and chil-

dren to the stateôs culinary, historical, social, ethnic and 

linguistic diversity. 

 All it takes is a walk through the doors to the West 

Pavilion at the Indiana State Fairgrounds and you are im-

mediately immersed in geography.  From the sights to the 

sounds to the smells, its an inexpensive trip around the 

globe.  At the 2009 Festival, visitors could get their face 

painted, try their hand at Italian Street Painting or ori-

gami, take a dance lesson, sample international cuisine, 

purchase cultural goods, experience international enter-

tainment, learn about numerous International Programs 

available, and gain endless knowledge about diverse cul-

tures from around the world.  On Friday afternoon, you 

could also welcome Indianaôs newest U.S. citizens after 

they finished their official naturalization ceremony. 

 Whether looking for engaging international educa-

tion for your students or great cultural food and entertain-

ment, the International Festival has what your looking for.  

Mark your calendar, the 2010 Festival will be back No-

vember 18-21. 

Students explore Africa at the International Festival. 

International Festival Provides Geography for Everyone 

New to the 2009 Festival was Italian Street Painting.  Students 

were given the opportunity to try it.  Photo by Vandra Linder. 

http://www.ngsednet.org/community/index.cfm?community_id=515
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"Ocean Flag Design" Contest 
 

Are you a budding artist?  Do you want to help protect the ocean and all the sea 
creatures?  We want YOU to design a flag to fly on our ocean expeditions.  Enric 
Sala and a team of researchers will set sail again in 2010 and they want to display 
a flag designed by the winner of this contest.  Contest is open only to legal resi-
dents of the United States (excluding residents of Puerto Rico) who are eight to 
fourteen (8�t14) years of age as of 11/1/2009.  Entries must be postmarked no 
later than February 20th and will be judged by Bob Ballard, Sylvia Earle, Nancy 
Knowlton, and other well-known ocean researchers.  Get all the details and check 
out the official rules! 

National Geographic Kids 
Contests and Promotions 

The History Educators Network of Indiana (HENI) 
would like to invite you to join our network of teach-
ers, history professors, museum educators, and other 
history professionals on the HENIconnect listserv.  

  
Why join?  Joining the listserv is free; plus HENIconnect provides a link be-
tween people committed to excellence in teaching Indiana, United States, 
and world history. Teachers who seek to expand their understanding of his-
tory can increase their capacity to engage students as active citizens.  HENI-
connect offers a forum to ask questions and receive answers about history 
and history teaching resources, discover professional development opportu-
nities for teachers offered by HENI and other organizations, inquire about 
presenters for the classroom, establish connections for educational collabo-
ration, read a monthly newsletter about history education, and examine in-
formation about state and national history organizations.  
 

If you are interested in joining HENIconnect, please contact Kendra Clauser 
via e -mail at kclauser@iupui.edu ! The editors will do the rest! We hope you 
will find HENIconnect an exciting and useful tool!  


