Memo 

To: 
All Indiana Educators

From: GENI Main Office

Subject: Supporting Appropriations (Funding) for Geography Education Under No Child Left Behind

The students of Indiana need your help with requests to Congress regarding appropriations for the Teaching Geography is Fundamental Act.  This will enhance professional development and student learning in geography.  Your help will be greatly appreciated.  The small amount of time you spend will have great dividends for everyone in geography education, especially our students.

The Teaching Geography is Fundamental Act is in the 110th Congress.  It was introduced in the Senate as S727 and in the House of Representatives as HR1228.  

All Indiana educators can support this important legislation by contacting their Congressional Representatives and Senators to enlist their support for funding.  Your voices are those of constituents and are important if this legislation is to be successfully approved.   

The Teaching Geography is Fundamental Act is available on the NCGE website (http://www.ncge.org/geography/2005bill/).  In brief, H1228 and S727 are described as “a bill to improve and expand geographic literacy among kindergarten through grade 12 students in the United States by improving professional development programs for kindergarten through grade 12 teachers offered through institutions of higher education.”  It provides funds for national-level projects and research and for collaborations between institutions of higher education and Geographic Alliances, nonprofit educational organizations, and state or local educational agencies.  Both the House and the Senate versions of the bill allocate $15 million annually, beginning in fiscal year 2008.  HR1228 provides funds for six years, S727 for five years.  

An important aspect of both bills is that they are introduced as an amendment (Title II, Part C, Geography Education) to the Higher Education Act of 1965, which is scheduled for reauthorization in 2007.  If the amendment remains in tact through the reauthorization process, the Teaching Geography is Fundamental Act could be in effect within a year.  The debates that characterize the process will no doubt question whether the amendment is significant to K-12 education.  The legislators will need strong input from the geography education community in order to answer that question.

It is suggested that your letter include the following points that have been prepared for this purpose. Please feel free to use them.

Important Points You Can Make

Young Americans have been shown to lack proficiency in geography and this is not acceptable because students graduating in the future will face a world that is more crowded and more diverse, the physical environment more fragile and more threatened, and the global economy more competitive and more interconnected.  Understanding that world, that environment, and that economy requires high levels of competency in geography.

Geography is important to every American – a central plank in the building of each citizen’s civic responsibility.  Geography brings a necessary spatial view to life situations and decisions – from family, school, and the workplace to the local community and broader society.  Geography helps us understand the connections between peoples and places – and with the natural environment.  It affords us critical insight into the patterns and movements of people, goods, ideas, and capital – and to the realities of resources and conflicts. 

Geography provides essential workforce skills.  It enables students to grasp the explanatory power of spatial information such as maps and increasingly critical geospatial technologies – such as remote sensing, geographic information systems (GIS), and global positioning systems (GPS).  Geography helps us understand our own place as American citizens – and the place of the United States in an uncertain world.

We want Congressional members to support appropriations for the Teaching Geography Is Fundamental legislation.  Without a geographic frame of reference, tomorrow’s citizens will be lacking one of the central perspectives they need to formulate sound public policy in areas ranging from environmental conservation and transportation to national security and international trade.

Indiana educators, please take a few minutes to compose and send a brief letter by email or fax asking your Senators and Representative to support funding for Teaching Geography is Fundamental.  It will benefit all of us who are dedicated to providing teacher professional development and the improvement of geographic education.

Suggestions for Contacting Members of Congress

Letters to Congress should be faxed or emailed. The USPS process takes considerably longer.

Making Contact

The Senators and Representative for your state and district can be identified and contacted through http://www.senate.gov/ and http://www.house.gov/writerep/.  The websites provide links for sending e-mail to individual members of Congress. Your letter can be pasted in the form that the website provides.

Guidelines for Drafting Letters to Congress

As an initial matter, you are contacting your Members of Congress as a private citizen and there are no lobbying restrictions.  Everyone is free to contact their elective representative and make their views known.  You are free to share your professional experience in the letter, for example, stating that you have been an educator for X years and a member of professional organizations (such as the National Council for Geographic Education, National Council for the Social Studies, Indiana Council for the Social Studies, the Geography Educators’ Network of Indiana), for Y years.

You do not have to use school letterhead to be recognized. You may use a regular email format or a plain sheet of paper. It is important that you clearly state your home address with zip code, which will identify you as a constituent within a State and Congressional District. The following salutations are recommended. 
[DATE]

The Honorable [Full Name]

United States Senate


Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable [Full Name]

United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator [Last Name]:


or

Dear Congressional Representative [Last Name]:

1. One page is adequate, even less if you want to be very succinct.

2. Clearly state you want your representative to co-sponsor and support the “Teaching Geography is Fundamental Act”, which is H1228 in the House and S727 in the Senate, 110th Congress. 

3. Clearly remind your Senator and Representative that the bill authorizes dedicated federal funding for geography education (i.e. to improve student achievement, enhance teacher training, encourage geographic education research, and develop effective instructional materials and strategies.)

4. If possible, provide a concrete example of why this bill is needed in your state, city, school district, etc.  Examples:

· Need to prepare students for the increasingly connected world of the 21st Century

· Need to maintain economic competitiveness of the U.S. internationally

· Inadequate state and local resources for geography education

· Studies that show American children are falling behind in geography education

5. Thank the Member for their support. Offer to provide additional information on the issue if the Member would like. 

6. Send the letter using the “making contact” email system provided by Congress. Letters may be faxed as well and the fax numbers are in ”making contact.” 

Thank you.

