VISION FOR THE IU SCHOOL OF INFORMATICS

DRAFT

Informatics studies the application of Information Technology to the arts, sciences and professions.  The Indiana University School of Informatics has set as its goal to be nationally recognized as the foremost in the country for excellence and leadership in Informatics programs, including undergraduate and graduate education, research, placement and outreach.

Our Mission

We believe there is great need and opportunity for professionals trained in state-of-the-art information technology and science with an emphasis on creative human applications.  There is an urgent need in our society for graduates with education and experience in informatics, particularly with interdisciplinary skills.  The IU School of Informatics will be foremost in the country to graduate professionals with formal preparation in Information Technology with subject area expertise.  To this end, we will:

· Lead the nation in the development of an innovative and successful new curriculum for Information Technology and its applications.

· Education students, including those who might not traditionally consider an educational path in technology, especially women and minorities.

· Encourage interdisciplinary research projects in the field of Informatics, focusing on distributed systems technology, information theory and information management, human factors and Human Computer Interaction, and study of the social impacts of information technology.

· Serve the state of Indiana by way of education, community, participation and collaborative research partnerships, thereby participating in the growth of an IT culture in the State, and encouraging continued economic development.

· Produce graduates who become leaders in the growing information economy of Indiana and the world.

· Develop synergistic relationships with industry to develop and advance research in Information Technology and its applications.

Core Values

· The IU School of Informatics is a “meta” school, tying together and focusing work that is relevant to information technology and spread among a number of existing disciplines.  The IU School of Informatics aspires to partner with other university units, build upon existing IU resources and provide added value to them

· The IU School of Informatics aims to have a broad impact, preparing as many IU graduates as possible with core informatics competencies.  Therefore, the School will value undergraduate education, with an aim to develop this mission by creative means such as outreach efforts at regional campuses.

· The IU School of Informatics values research, and to the end will develop strong collaborations with industry, government, and academic colleagues in the pursuit of world-class research through the growth of the Informatics Research Institute.

· The IU School of Informatics values the creativity, talent and potential of its student body, and affirms our desire to provide our graduates with quality career counseling internship and placement opportunities.

· The IU School of Informatics is committed to the community, and will develop outreach programs to create opportunities for young people of all economic and social backgrounds to consider an education in Informatics.

· The IU School of Informatics will cultivate relationships with public and private partners for the advancement of our students and to encourage creative advances in the field of Informatics.
