THINK – PAIR – SHARE

This strategy is good to use with open-ended discussion topics. The instructor gives the students a question, topic, or issue and asks each student to individually THINK about the topic, issue, or question. Each student may want to write down his/her thoughts. Then, each student will find a partner, PAIR, to share the responses and/or thoughts. Then, each pair can find another pair, or each pair can be prepared to SHARE with the large group.

THREE-STEP INTERVIEW

This strategy is good to use with review items or open-ended discussion topics. The instructor gives the students a question, topic, or issue. Students form pairs and one student interviews the other student regarding the thoughts and responses to the issue, topic, or question. The students then switch roles so that each is interviewed. Then, each pair shares the responses and/or thoughts with the large group.

NUMBERED-HEADS TOGETHER

This strategy is good to use with review items. Students form groups. Each group of students assigns numbers to each member of the group. The instructor gives review questions to each group and allows the group to discuss the responses. Then the instructor calls out one number to respond. The member of the group with this number is required to respond to this question either orally or written.
ROUND-ROBIN

This strategy is good to use with open-ended discussion items as well as brainstorming. The instructor gives the students a question, topic, or issue. Students form groups. As one member of the group records responses, each member of the group responds to the question, issue or topic in round-robin style, one after the other. The recorder then share the responses with the large group.

THREE-MINUTE REVIEW

This strategy is good to use with review items. During a standard class session, the instructor stops that class and informs the students to form groups. The instructor gives the groups three-minutes to review what has just been discussed or taught. After the three minutes have passed, class resumes, or the instructor may take questions.

