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Evaluating information on the Web:  A 12-point checklist 
Please rank these with a 1 (this information is clearly provided) or 0 (this information is not given or is not convincing). 

Author or Source, and Purpose of the Page 
____  Can identify the author or authors of the page. 

___   Evidence such as degrees in the field, job experience, etc. is provided, showing that the author(s) is an authority on this subject.    
___   Can identify the organization hosting this website via information provided on the webpage, homepage, etc. 

___   The webpage is hosted by an organization which is likely to provide high quality information, such as an educational (.edu) or governmental agency (.gov). 
___   Can find contact information for the author or organization hosting the website, to verify the information, or answer additional questions.   

___   The information that is provided helps meet your needs.  

Accurate and Complete 
___   References or high quality links (especially to .edu or to .gov domains) are provided to show the source of information. 

___ Graphics such as graphs and images are provided, are understandable, and add value to the page.
___  Any conclusions or recommendations are supported by the information that is given; the web page provides consistent information.  

___   The information provided seems to be complete, fair and accurate (and is not just provided to sell a product).  

Current

___  The website has been posted or updated recently.  

___   If you are looking for information about rapidly changing technology, at least some references are from the last one or two years; if there are links to other sites, these links work and go to updated sites.  
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